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Preface 
 

My name is Tone Sørfonn Moe (Norwegian). I am an international observer who attended the 

trial against the so-called Gdeim Izik group at the Appeal Court in Salé, Morocco. I was present 

during the proceedings held in December 2016, January 2017, March 2017, May 2017, June 

2017 and July 2017. The verdict landed on the 19th of July 2017. 

 

I was accredited by Fundación Sahara Occidental. My trips have been financed with the support 

of the Rafto Foundation for Human Rights, The Norwegian Support Committee for Western 

Sahara and Changemaker. This report is the final report concerning the court case of the group 

Gdeim Izik, and assesses the court case as a whole.  

 

This report has been written with the help from professor Eirik Holmøyvik (University of 

Bergen) and professor Mads Andenæs (former President-Rapporteur, United Nations Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention, University of Oslo), and I express my deepest appreciation to 

both for their invaluable input. I also thank Isabel Lourenço who observed the whole trial with 

me, and who helped me with both notes, competence and support. I also thank the Norwegian 

Support Committee for Western Sahara for its endless support for justice, and I thank the 

families of the detainees for all information given and for their multiple interviews. Lastly, I 

thank my sister Silje, for repeated proof readings.  
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Foreword  

 

by Professor Mads Andenæs, former President-Rapporteur, United 

Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
 

 

1. Criminal Proceedings Against ñthe Gdeim Izik Groupò 

 

In July 2017, I joined Tone Sørfonn Moe and several other observers or monitors for the final 

proceedings of the Court of Appeal in the case against ñthe Gdeim Izik Groupò. Previously, as 

one of the members of the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, I had 

heard four complaints against Morocco. In 2013, I took part in a UN mission to Morocco, and 

in 2014 reported to the UN Human Rights Council on the findings.1 In my report to the 

Human Rights Council, I had noted the ongoing efforts by the Government of Morocco to 

establish and consolidate a culture of human rights in the country. The extensive process of 

structural reform in Morocco has continued after the mission. One concern at the time was 

that many countries were more concerned about Moroccan participation in anti-terror 

cooperation than in the reform process. Western Sahara raised further concerns.  

 

In the course of the criminal proceedings against ñthe Gdeim Izik Groupò, so many serious 

violations of fair trial guarantees have taken place that the convictions are rendered unsafe.  

The current report documents grave violations of international law rules on torture and the 

right to a fair trial. 

 

The convictions were not based on sufficient evidence. The reports by the police and the 

gendarmerie have been relied on as evidence; the defence has not been able to challenge it. 

The detainees have been subjected to torture. The overt bias in the proceedings, with judges 

who could not control their court against a domineering prosecutor and counsel for the 

victims, was an undignified spectacle. 

 

 

2. Morocco and UN Human Rights Supervision  

 

In my 2014 report to the UN Human Rights Council, I brought attention to confessions obtained 

under torture. Article 293 of the Moroccan Code of Criminal Procedure stated that a confession, 

like any other evidence, is subject to the discretion of the judge and that any confession obtained 

under torture is inadmissible. I noted the considerable importance accorded to confessions in 

the context of a trial. Through interviews with detainees serving long sentences, the United 

Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention had found that confessions had often been 

obtained as a result of torture. Such confessions were set out in the police records and served 

almost exclusively as evidence for prosecution and conviction. According to representations 

made by the Moroccan authorities, confessions alone are not sufficient for a conviction and the 

provision of other corroborating material evidence is necessary. However, the United Nations 

                                                 
1 A/HRC/27/48/Add.5 Mission to Morocco. 
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Working Group on Arbitrary Detention learned that the minutes of the preliminary interview, 

as established by the police on the basis of confessions obtained under torture, are in practice 

rarely rejected by the trial court. Testimonies received indicate that many cases submitted to 

the courts are based solely on confessions by the accused, in the absence of material evidence. 

The United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention had also learned that courts and 

prosecutors did not comply with their obligation to initiate an ex officio investigation whenever 

there are reasonable grounds to believe that a confession has been obtained through the use of 

torture and ill-treatment, or to order an immediate, independent medical examination. This was 

required under arts. 74 (8) and 135 (5) of the Code of Criminal Procedure if they suspect that a 

detainee has been subjected to ill-treatment. This is the case even if the person recants before 

the judge and claims to have been tortured. It appeared that judges favour an interpretation of 

article 291 of the Code of Criminal Procedure whereby records established by the judicial police 

are prima facie evidence. Such an interpretation is tantamount to reversing the burden of proof 

by requiring the accused to prove his innocence, which is contrary to the principle of the 

presumption of innocence, as stated in article 23 of the Constitution. It also creates conditions 

that encourage the torture and ill-treatment of suspects.  

 

In its jurisprudence concerning Morocco, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention has consistently expressed its concern with regard to convictions on the basis of 

confessions made in the course of a preliminary hearing. The cases of Mohamed Dihani 

(Opinion No. 19/2013), Abdessamad Bettar (Opinion No. 3/2013) and Mohamed Hajib 

(Opinion No. 40 /2012) show a pattern where those individuals were convicted solely on the 

basis of reports drawn up by the police while they were in custody, during which time they 

were subjected to torture. It was also on the basis of confessions obtained under torture that Ali 

Aarrass (Opinion No. 25/2013) was sentenced in November 2011 to a 15-year prison sentence, 

after having been extradited from Spain.2 

 

In my 2014 report to the UN Human Rights Council, I emphasized that confessions made in 

the absence of a lawyer are not admissible as evidence in criminal proceedings. This applies in 

particular to confessions made during the time spent in police custody.  

 

I recalled the concluding observations of the United Nations Committee against Torture 

following its consideration of Morocco in 2011, in which the Committee expressed its concern 

that ñunder the State partyôs current system of investigation, confessions are commonly used 

as evidence for purposes of prosecution and convictionò. The Committee noted ñwith concern 

that convictions in numerous criminal cases, including terrorism cases, are based on 

confessions, thus creating conditions that may provide more scope for the torture and ill-

treatment of suspects (arts. 2 and 15)ò.3 

 

The guarantees of a fair and equitable trial laid down in article 11 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and in article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

exclude self-incrimination and grant the right to legal assistance and representation and to other 

measures of protection in order to ensure that no evidence is obtained by confession. Under 

article 14, paragraph 3 (g), of the Covenant, no person may be compelled to testify against 

                                                 
2 A/HRC/27/48/Add.5. 
3 Committee against Torture, CAT/C/MAR/CO/4, para. 17. 
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himself or to confess guilt. 38. In its jurisprudence, the United Nations Human Rights 

Committee has stated that that provision ñmust be understood in terms of the absence of any 

direct or indirect physical or psychological coercion from the investigating authorities on the 

accused with a view to obtaining a confession of guiltò.4 In its views on communication No. 

1769/2008, Bondar v. Uzbekistan,5 the Committee found violations of article 14, paragraph 3 

(b) and (d), on the grounds that the victim was not provided with a lawyer during the 

interrogation and his right to have the assistance of a lawyer of his own choosing was denied.6 

The Committee also found a violation of article 14, paragraph 3 (g), owing to a confession 

being obtained under torture. 

 

I also recalled General Comment No. 32 (2007) of the United Nations Human Rights 

Committee, in which the Committee stated that article 14, paragraph 3 (g), guarantees the right 

not to be compelled to testify against oneself or to confess guilt. This safeguard must be 

understood in terms of the absence of any direct or indirect physical or undue psychological 

pressure from the investigating authorities on the accused, with a view to obtaining a confession 

of guilt. A fortiori, it is unacceptable to treat an accused person in a manner contrary to article 

7 of the Covenant in order to extract a confession. Domestic law must ensure that statements or 

confessions obtained in violation of article 7 of the Covenant are excluded from the evidence, 

except if such material is used as evidence that torture or other treatment prohibited by this 

provision occurred, and that in such cases the burden is on the State to prove that statements 

made by the accused have been given of their own free will (para. 41).7 

 

According to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture ñinterrogation should take place 

only at official centres and the maintenance of secret places of detention should be abolished 

under lawò. He added: ñIt should be a punishable offence for any official to hold a person in a 

secret and/or unofficial place of detention. Any evidence obtained from a detainee in an 

unofficial place of detention and not confirmed by the detainee during interrogation at official 

locations should not be admitted as evidence in court. No statement of confession made by a 

person deprived of liberty, other than one made in presence of a judge or a lawyer, should have 

a probative value in court, except as evidence against those who are accused of having obtained 

the confession by unlawful means.ò8 

 

One of the aims of the provisions of article 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is to provide 

                                                 
4 Human Rights Committee, communication No. 1033/2001, Singarasa v. Sri Lanka, para. 7.4; also, 

communications No. 253/1987, Kelly v. Jamaica, para. 5.5; No. 330/1988, Berry v. Jamaica, para. 
11.7; No. 912/2000, Deolall v. Guyana, para. 5.1. 
5 Committee on Human Rights, Bondar vs. Uzbekistan, Communication No. 1769/2008 

(CCPR/C/101/D/1769/2008). See also the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, including the cases of I, Judgment of 7 September 2004, Series C, No. 114, para. 146; Maritza 

Urrutia v. Guatemala, Judgment of 27 November 2003, Series C, No. 103, para. 93; Cantoral-
Benavides v. Peru, Judgment of 18 August 2000, Series C, No. 69, para. 104. 
6 CCPR/C/101/D/1769/2008, para. 7.4. 8 Ibid, para. 7.6. A/HRC/27/48/Add.5 10 
7 Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 32, Article 14: Right to equality before courts and 

tribunals and to fair trial (CCPR/C/GC/32), para. 41. 
8 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

(E/CN.4/2003/68), para. 26 (e). 
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guarantees against all forms of direct or indirect, physical or psychological pressure by the 

authorities on the accused with a view to obtaining a confession. The right not to be compelled 

to testify against oneself or to confess guilt, and access to counsel and legal aid are not only 

measures intended for the protection of the interests of the individual, but are also measures, in 

the interest of society as a whole, of the trustworthiness and effectiveness of the judicial process, 

and of the reliability of evidence. Confessions made in the absence of legal counsel are not 

admissible as evidence in criminal process. 

 

 

3. The 2013 UN Mission to Morocco 

 

In my report to the Human Rights Council on the 2013 UN Mission to Morocco, I noted the 

ongoing efforts by the Government to establish and consolidate a culture of human rights in 

Morocco. Today it is clear that the extensive process of structural reform in Morocco has 

continued after the visit. One concern was that many countries were more concerned about 

Moroccan participation in anti-terror cooperation than in the reform process. Western Sahara 

raised further concerns. A further concern today is that the international pressure on Morocco 

to comply with international law and the UN Security Council Resolutions on Western Sahara 

may not be very effective and that some major European countries support the Government 

policies which are in breach of international law and UN Security Council Resolutions.  

 

In 2013, the United Nations Working Group on arbitrary detention also visited Laâyoune, 

Western Sahara as a part of the mission to Morocco. We stated that as the visit of a group of 

independent mandate holders, it should not be interpreted as expressing any political view 

concerning the present or future status of the Non-Self-Governing Territory. The territory is 

subject to the right to self-determination in conformity with the principles contained in General 

Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV).  

 

In cases related to State security, such as those involving terrorism, membership in Islamist 

movements or supporters of independence for Western Sahara, the Working Group found that 

there is a pattern of torture and ill-treatment by police officers, in particular by agents of the 

National Surveillance Directorate (DST). I repeated this in my report to the Human Rights 

Council on the 2013 UN Mission to Morocco. 

 

Several individuals have been coerced into making a confession and sentenced to prison on the 

sole basis of that confession. Article 23 of the Constitution explicitly states that secret or 

arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance are crimes of the utmost gravity, the Working 

Group received allegations, from sources deemed to be credible, of past and present instances 

of incommunicado detention which would warrant further investigation. The Working Group 

also received allegations that Morocco had served as a departure point, a transit country and a 

destination for illegal extraordinary renditions carried out in the context of the international 

fight against terrorism. The Working Group also received allegations of increased mass arrests 

of and violence against migrants and asylum seekers by the security forces, particularly in the 

north of the country.  

 

Despite legal provision for access to a lawyer during the first 24 hours after arrest in ordinary 

criminal cases, that period seems not to be fully observed in practice. In addition, authorization 
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has to be obtained from the Crown Prosecutor-General. Moreover, the Anti-Terrorism Act (No. 

03-03) provides for police custody for up to three consecutive periods of 96 hours, with no right 

to a lawyer, except for a half-hour, monitored visit at the mid-point of those 12 days. The 

Working Group noted that the Moroccan criminal justice system relies heavily on confessions 

as the main evidence to support conviction. Article 293 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

prohibits the admission of any confession or statement made under duress, in accordance with 

international law. However, complaints indicate the use of torture by State officials to obtain 

evidence or confessions at the stage of initial questioning, in particular in counter-terrorism or 

internal security cases. The Working Group also noted the excessive use of detention on 

remand. In general, detention as a means of punishment still seems to be the rule rather than 

the exception. There was a lack of alternatives to detention. Prison overcrowding as a 

consequence of this situation is a serious problem, which needs to be addressed. Although 

article 460 of the Code of Criminal Procedure provides that the judicial police officer in charge 

of juveniles may detain a juvenile in a dedicated place, the Working Group found a significant 

number of children as young as 14 years old in ordinary prisons. Reports indicate that the 

Prosecutor Generalôs Office rarely requests alternative forms of detention, as provided for in 

articles 501 to 504 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. In addition, juveniles often remain in 

custody for a long period before being admitted to a child protection centre.  

 

Regarding Laâyoune, Western Sahara, the Working Group received numerous complaints of 

arbitrary detention, complaints that torture and ill-treatment were used to extract confessions 

and complaints indicating a pattern of excessive use of force in repressing demonstrations and 

arresting demonstrators calling for self-determination for the Sahrawi population.  

 

These complaints were confirmed in interviews and prison inspections that the Working Group 

undertook during its mission. I highlighted this in my report to the Human Rights Council on 

the 2013 UN Mission to Morocco. 

 

4. International Observers and the Criminal Proceedings Against ñthe Gdeim Izik Groupò 

 

The current report documents serious violations of international law on torture and fair trial. 

The breach of the international law on the right to a fair trial in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and of Moroccoôs other international obligations renders the deprivation of 

liberty of the 19 detainees arbitrary. The 19 detainees were subjected to abductions or arrest 

involving torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Their unlawful 

treatment has continued during their detention. The group has been detained for some seven 

years. Their conviction was not based on sufficient criminal material evidence. 

  

The reports by the police and the gendarmerie has been relied on as evidence, and the defence 

has not been able to challenge it. These are grave breaches of international law. There is no 

doubt that the detainees of the Group of Gdeim Izik have been subjected to torture. Morocco is 

in breach of several articles of the UN Convention against Torture, for torture during arrest and 

interrogation, Article 1, failure to investigate, Article 12, violation of the right to complain, 

Article 13, the obligation to provide compensation and reparation, Article 14, reliance of 

confessions obtained through torture, Article 15, and inhuman treatment in detention, Article 

16.  
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It has not helped that the judges declared on several occasions that the UN Convention against 

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment and Punishment of 1984, and the 

CAT decision in Eênama Asfari (CAT/C/59/D/606/2014) have no legal force in their court.  

 

The file in the court case contained illegally obtained evidence and other evidence which is 

inadmissible. The defence was not allowed to challenge the witnesses identifying the detaineesô 

participation in the crimes they have been convicted of.  

 

The overt bias in the proceedings with judges who could not control their court against a 

domineering prosecutor and advocates from the victims, was an undignified spectacle. 

 

The court proceedings were in multiple regards in breach of the right to equality of arms and 

the rights of the defence. 
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1. Introduction  
The ñGroup Gdeim Izikò relates to the imprisonment of 25 Sahrawis arrested prior to, during 

and after the dismantling of the peaceful protest camp Gdeim Izik on November 8th of 2010.  

The Gdeim Izik was a provisional protest camp in 2010 situated outside of El Aaiún, 

the capital of Western Sahara. The protest camp could have contained among 20.000 people 

(reports indicate that the camp could have contained up to 40.000 inhabitants). An exact number 

does not exist. The camp goes under the name ñcamp of dignityò by the people from Western 

Sahara as the tent symbolizes their culture and their traditions. The camp demanded basic 

human, social and economic rights. The inhabitants in the camp were in negotiations with the 

government through the establishment of a ñDialogue Committeeò.  

 Moroccan authorities held the areas surrounding the camp under surveillance from the 

beginning. Since October 12th 2010, armed trucks, helicopters and army vehicles circulated the 

camp areas, and authorities constructed roadblocks and checkpoints around the camp. On the 

24th of October, the Moroccan authorities opened fire on a vehicle trying to enter the campsite 

with food supplies. A 14-year-old boy (Nayem Elgarhi) died. He was buried in secret by the 

Moroccan authorities. His family still demands that the officers who shot Nayem shall be tried.  

The Dialogue Committee remained, despite the violent clashes, in dialogue with the 

Moroccan authorities. On the 8th of November, around 6am, the Moroccan military attacked the 

Gdeim Izik camp. Camp residentôs reports use of rubber bullets, real bullets, hot-water cannons, 

tear-gas, truncheons and stones. As panic took over, clashes between the army and the protesters 

ensued, leading to casualties and injuries on both sides. Street riots broke out in several cities 

of Western Sahara.  

In the weeks leading up to the November 8th break-down, Morocco refused foreign 

politicians, NGOs and media access to the camp, creating a full information black-out. 

Therefore, an exact figure on the number of victims does not exist, as independent observers 

were not allowed to access the area. It is likely that around 11 Moroccan police officers were 

killed.  

 

In relation to the dismantlement of the Gdeim Izik camp on the 8th of November 2010, 

Moroccan security officials proceeded to arrest hundreds of Sahrawi. Many prisoners remained 

in custody longer than 48 hours without access to legal counsel, and were held without being 

charged for months before released on provisional release.  

The Group of ñGdeim Izikò remained in jail, and was transferred to Rabat for 

investigation by the Military Court of Rabat in 2013. The Military Court of Rabat sentenced 

the 25 Sahrawi on the 17th of February 2013. Twenty-three of the Sahrawi were sentenced to 

harsh sentences (life, 20, 25, and 30 years). Mr. Machdoufi and Mr. Zeyou were released with 

time served. However, on September 21st 2016, the Constitutional Court quashed the decision 

taken at the Military Court of Rabat in 2013. The Constitutional Court referred the case to the 

Appeal Court in Salé.  

The court case of Gdeim Izik commenced in the Appeal Court in Salé on the 26th of 

December 2016, and lasted until the 19th of July 2017. 19 of the detainees received sentences 

ranging from 20, 25 or 30 years to life imprisonment. Mr. El Bakay and Mr. Eddaf were 

released, and received sentences in correlation with their time spent in custody. Mr. Machdoufi 

and Mr. Zeyou were sentenced to two years, as in the Military Court. This report assesses the 

proceedings held in the Court of Appeal in Salé from the 26th of December 2016 until the 19th 

of July 2017.  
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In 1963, Western Sahara was listed as a non-self-governing territory by the United Nations. In 

1966, the United Nations General Assembly adopted its first resolution (UN General Assembly, 

1966, Resolution 2229 (XXI)) on the territory, urging Spain to organize, as soon as possible, a 

referendum on self-determination under UN supervision.  

In 1975, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) rendered an advisory opinion on the 

Western Sahara question, concluding that both Moroccoôs and Mauritaniaôs sovereignty claims 

were baseless, and that the people of Western Sahara must exercise their right to self-

determination. Shortly thereafter, Morocco occupied and later annexed parts of Western Sahara. 

This constituted an act of aggression in violation of the UN Charter. The same day, the UN 

Security Council, in Resolution 380, called upon Morocco to ñimmediately withdraw all the 

participants in the march.ò When Morocco later expanded the occupation to the southern parts 

of Western Sahara, the UN General Assembly called Morocco ñto terminate the occupation of 

the territoryò. Morocco did not withdraw, and parts of Western Sahara have been under 

occupation by Morocco since 1975.  

Morocco and Western Sahara were in armed conflict until 1991, when a peace 

agreement entered into force. Today, Western Sahara is divided in half by a 2200-kilometre 

wall, built by the Moroccan army. The occupied areas are controlled by Moroccan authorities, 

whereas the other half is controlled by Polisario, the Sahrawi liberation movement. The most 

important aspect of the peace agreement, a referendum on self-determination for the Sahrawi 

people, has never been implemented. Western Sahara is today enlisted as a non-self-governing 

territory, and the territory is subject to the right to self-determination in conformity with the 

principles contained in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV). 

 

The Special Rapporteur on Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez, after visiting Western Sahara in 2013, commented on the current 

situation in Western Sahara in the following way9:  

 

ñThe Special Rapporteur received numerous complaints indicating a pattern of 

excessive use of force in repressing demonstrations and in arresting protestors or 

persons suspected of participating in demonstrations calling for self-determination of 

the Sahrawi population. During the transport to or upon arrival at the police station 

arrestees are beaten, insulted and forced to reveal names of other protestors. The 

Special Rapporteur expresses concern about the alleged abandonment of the victims in 

rural areas after the assaults. Reports indicate that these practices are aimed at 

punishing and intimidating protestors in order to prevent further support for the call for 

independence. On occasion, protests become violent and the security forces are 

attacked by demonstrators. Even on those occasions, it is the duty of law enforcement 

bodies to ensure public order without resorting to excessive violence.ò 

 

The working group on Arbitrary Detention highlighted similar circumstances in its report after 

a visit to Western Sahara in 201410.  

                                                 
9 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2, Paragraph 63 
10 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/27/48/Add.5, 

paragraph 64 
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I have during my visits to Morocco received numerous reports upon torture, arrest, 

arbitrary detention, discrimination and declarations upon repression and attacks on 

demonstrators calling for self-determination for the Sahrawi population. I deem the declarations 

given as credible, and I find it clear that demonstrators calling for self-determination for the 

Sahrawi population are punished and threatened with excessive use of force. I also find it 

evident that political activists calling for self-determination, human rights activist and 

journalists in the occupied territories of Western Sahara, are subjected to abductions, arrest, 

arbitrary detention and torture, as a mean of suppressing the Sahrawi population and intimidate 

them from calling for their right to self-determination. In relation to the dismantlement of the 

Gdeim Izik camp, and as highlighted in the report of the Special Rapporteur and the Working 

Group, I urge that ñit is the duty of law enforcement bodies to ensure public order without 

resorting to excessive violenceò.  

On the outset, I further wish to highlight that, Western Sahara is to be regarded as a non-

self-governing territory under occupation, and as such, the Group of Gdeim Izik is tried in a 

courtroom that does not have the necessary jurisdiction. The Commentary by the International 

Committee of the Red Cross11 highlights that the purpose of the Fourth Geneva Convention is 

to make sure that protected persons shall be judged by their natural judges. This means that 

protected persons have the right to be prosecuted and tried by their equals, without the fear of 

being prosecuted for political reasons or by a court that is biased.  

 

 

  

                                                 
11 Convention (4) relative to the protection of Civilian Person in Time of War. Geneva, 12 August 

1949. Commentary of 1959. Link (29.04.2017): https://ihl-

databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=9DA4ED335

D627BBFC12563CD0042CB83 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=9DA4ED335D627BBFC12563CD0042CB83
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=9DA4ED335D627BBFC12563CD0042CB83
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Comment.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=9DA4ED335D627BBFC12563CD0042CB83
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2. Principles for trial observation  

2.1. The trial observation manual  

The right to observe trials stems from the general right to promote and secure the protection 

and realization of human rights. According to the principles set out in the ñInternational 

Commission of Jurists, Trial Observation Manual for Criminal Proceedingsò observations 

should focus on matters relating to judicial guarantees, as well as the right to a fair trial. 

Generally, the observers have no role in evaluating the evidence and arguments put 

forward by the parties, or in weighing up the guilt or innocence of the accused. The observers 

should, however, examine two principles related to the submission of evidence that are 

especially important. The first is the principle of legal evidence, which aims at ensuring that 

evidence has been lawfully obtained in accordance with procedural norms. The second is the 

principle of legitimacy of evidence which aims to preclude evidence that has been obtained 

using methods prohibited under international law, such as torture or death threats. 

The Manual also sets forth that observers may asses the substance and merits in a 

specific case, although under certain circumstances. The observer may evaluate the substance 

and merits, if a trial is brought against; 

 

ñhuman rights defenders, journalists and political or social opponents for the legitimate 

and peaceful exercise of their rights to promote and strive for the protection and 

realization of human rights their political rights and/or their freedom of conscience, 

expression and association. Such proceedings are generally brought up for reasons of 

political persecution (political trials) rather than to impart justice.ò 

 

As it follows from the ñInternational Commission of Jurists, Trial Observation Manual for 

Criminal Proceedingsò, the principle of observing the substance and merits, can furthermore be 

applied in cases of; 

 

ñProceedings in which there is such a complete and blatant absence of proof against 

the defendant that the proceedings as a whole may be unfair. These kinds of proceedings 

are usually initiated for reasons other than the proper administration of justice. In such 

situations, trial observers will, as part of their assessment, need to evaluate whether 

sufficient evidence was presented by the prosecutionò 

2.1.1. The Court case of Gdeim Izik is to be regarded as a political trial. 

As highlighted in the report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention12, on page 2, activist 

vouching for the right of self-determination for Western Sahara are often subjected to arbitrary 

detention and persecution; 

 

ñRegarding La©youne [El Aaiún], Western Sahara, the Working Group received 

numerous complaints of arbitrary detention, complaints that torture and ill-treatment 

were used to extract confessions and complaints indicating a pattern of excessive use of 

force in repressing demonstrations and arresting demonstrators calling for self-

                                                 
12 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/27/48/Add.5.  
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determination for the Sahrawi population.ò 

 

The prisoners are all accused of charges related to the dismantlement of the Gdeim Izik camp. 

The Gdeim Izik camp was a protest camp claiming socio-economic rights for the Sahrawi 

people, and constituted one of the grandest gathering of the Saharawi population, with among 

20.000 (some records claim the camp consisted of 40.000) participants, since 1991. Several of 

the prisoners served as leaders and spokespersons for the Gdeim Izik protest camp in 2010.  

As highlighted further in paragraph 4 of this report, the accused are all human rights 

defenders. Several of the prisoners are leaders of human rights and/or political organizations 

calling for the self-determination for Western Sahara. Four of the accused are well-known 

journalists from the occupied territories in Western Sahara. This political activism is to be 

regarded as the reason for the proceedings; rather than to impart justice. The arrest of the Gdeim 

Izik group should be regarded as proceedings brought up due to political persecution. 

Furthermore, the main evidence against the accused are confessions (i.e. reports from 

the police) which the accused claim is extracted under torture. The accused claim that the 

reports are written by the police, and that they are fabricated against them, and signed under 

torture or pressure. The investigative judge based the charges solely on these reports when 

laying out the charges, and the 21 detainees had until now remained in prison for almost seven 

years without a final verdict. To conclude, the proceedings as a whole may be unfair due to the 

complete and blatant absence of proof against the defendants. The observation will therefore 

evaluate whether sufficient evidence was presented by the prosecution, as conducted in 

paragraph 6. 

 

As listed above; these proceedings may be ñbrought up for reasons of political persecution 

(political trials) rather than to impart justiceò, and this report will therefore evaluate the 

proceedings on the grounds of assessing a political trial.  
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3. The legal framework when conducting a trial observation 
In order to avoid possible challenges to the legal nature of the standard employed during the 

trial observation, observers should refer only to norms whose legal foundation is undisputed. 

When assessing the trial against the ñGdeim Izik groupò, the following norms constitutes the 

legal framework:  

 

1. The Constitution of Morocco, the Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure of 

Morocco 

2. The Human Rights treaties, to which Morocco is a party 

3. International standards on human rights and administration of justice that are 

declarative in nature, and 

4. Norms of customary international law.  

3.1. The Constitution of Morocco, the Criminal Code and Code of Criminal 

Procedure of Morocco, and the Human rights treaties to which Morocco is a party  

Morocco is a monarchy with a bicameral parliament, and according to the Constitution an 

independent judiciary. In practice, the power of the King is seen to have few constraints. 

As it follows from The Moroccan Constitution (adopted in 2011, hereinafter called the 

Constitution) all judgments are delivered in the name of the King, and the judges are nominated 

by the King. Furthermore, the King has the power to confer pardon to a person at any stage of 

the proceedings.  

The Constitution contains 21 articles on fundamental freedom and rights. Articles 19 to 

40 include all fundamental rights that are recognized universally. In this context, we can cite 

the following examples: The right of equality between man and woman, the right to life, the 

right to physical integrity, freedom from torture, the right to be treated equally by the law, 

freedom from arbitrary arrest, the right to fair trial and presumption of innocence, the right to 

privacy at home and in correspondence, freedom of movement, the right to own property, 

freedom of opinion and expression, the right to access of information, freedom of association 

and assembly, the right to work, health, education and adequate living, the right to participate 

in cultural life, and freedom of belief where the State guarantees the free exercise of religious 

practices. The Constitution thus entails and seeks to protect the basic human rights. 

 

Morocco has furthermore ratified some of the most important international human rights 

conventions. Note that the Constitution does not entail any provisions confirming the 

supremacy of international treaties over domestic law. 

Morocco has ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (ICCPR) 

of 1966 (ratified 1979), the International Covenant of Social, Economic and Cultural Rights of 

1966 (ratified 1979), the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

treatment and Punishment of 1984 (1993), and the International Convention on the Elimination 

of all forms of Racial Discrimination, among others. 

Ratification is rarely followed by harmonization of domestic law in accordance with the 

standards of the international conventions. Consequently, local judges, who lack sufficient 

education in international human rights law, may not consider the enforcement of international 

standards to be a priority. Human Rights Watch concluded in ñWorld Report 2015: 

Morocco/Western Saharaò that: 
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ñMoroccoôs 2011 constitution incorporated strong human rights provisions, but these 

reforms have not led to improved practices, the passage of significant implementing 

legislation, or the revision of repressive laws.ò 

3.2. Human Rights treaties to which Morocco is a party, and international standards 

on human rights and administration of justice that are declarative in nature, and 

norms of customary international law. 

3.2.1 The right to a fair trial 

The right to a fair trial is a fundamental safeguard to assure that individuals are not unjustly 

punished. The principle is indispensable for the protection of other human rights. The main 

article concerning the right to a fair trial is enlisted in article 14 of the ICCPR. Article 14 of the 

ICCPR is interpreted by the UN Human Rights Committee (OHCHR). Article 14 of the ICCPR 

is regarded as the fundamental provision for the right to a fair trial, due to the fact that article 

14 entails all the main principles or doctrines that together constitutes a fair trial. A failure to 

uphold one principle will in the next instance affect the others.  

The right to a fair trial is one of the universally applicable principles recognized in the 

Universal Declaration of Human rights (UDHR). According to Article 8 of UDHR everyone 

has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the 

fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. Article 10 of UDHR states that 

everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 

tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against 

him. Article 11 of UDHR prescribes that everyone charged with a penal offence has the right 

to be presumed as innocent until proven guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has 

had all the guarantees necessary for his defense and that no one shall be held guilty of any penal 

offence on account of any act or omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under 

national or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be 

imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed. 

3.2.2 The Convention against Torture 

The states that have ratified the Convention against Torture are, inter alia, obliged to exclude 

evidence obtained through torture as evidence in trials. Article 1 of the Torture Convention 

gives the definition of torture: 

 

ñ1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which 

severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a 

person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a 

confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected 

of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any 

reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by 

or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other 

person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only 

from, inherent in or incidental to lawful sanctions.ò 

 

Article 2 relates to a member state's responsibility to prevent the use of torture, where paragraph 
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two and three notes that the prohibition of torture is absolute. It follows from article 2 that: 

 

ñ1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other 

measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction. 

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, 

internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a 

justification of torture. 

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be invoked as a 

justification of torture.ò 

 

Furthermore, the torture convention relates to the failure to investigate (art.12); violation of the 

right to complain (art.13); obligation to compensate and reparation (art.14); usage of 

confessions obtained through torture (art. 15); and inhuman treatment in detention (art. 16). 

 

The prohibition against usage of confessions obtained through torture is set forth in article 15 

of the torture convention: 

 

ñEach State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been 

made as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except 

against a person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.ò 

3.2.2.1. The Committee against Torture (CAT) 

The competence of the CAT is outlined in Part 2 of the Torture Convention, where it follows 

from article 17 that: 

 

ñthere shall be established a Committee against Torture (hereinafter referred to as the 

Committee) which shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.ò 

 

The committee is a monitoring party and its legal role and its decisions must be linked to the 

member stateôs commitment to prevent and investigate torture (art. 2, art. 12 and art. 13). 

 

The CAT may consider individual complaints alleging violations of the rights set out in the  

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

by State parties who have made the necessary declaration under article 22 of the Convention. 
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4. The prisoners and the charges against them 
The accusations are related to (1) forming of a criminal organization, and (2) violence towards 

members of the law enforcement which lead to death.  

As in relation to the articles in the Moroccan penal code presented by the prosecutor, 

the accusations were related to the forming of a criminal organization after art. 293, with 

sentences stipulated in art. 294, and after art. 267 (perpetrator), or after art. 129 in relation to 

art. 267 (participation), or after art. 129 in relation to art. 267, and art. 267 (participation and 

perpetrating)13.  

 

The victims, that the ñGroup Gdeim Izikò are accused of murdering, are 11 Moroccan members 

of the public force, which allegedly14 died during the dismantlement of the camp site and during 

the riots that broke out in El Aaiún on the 8th of November 2010.  

 

All defendants maintain their innocence, professing that the real reason behind their detention 

is their activism for human rights, anti-discrimination and/or respect for the Sahrawi peopleôs 

right to self-determination.  

  

The 21 detainees have during the court case been imprisoned in El Arjat prison, Salé 

Morocco. The 19 detainees remained imprisoned in El Arjat prison after the verdict fell on the 

19th of July, until the 16th of September 2017. The 19 detainees were during the early hours on 

the 16th of September 2017 transported from El Arjat prison, and relocated. Neither the 

lawyers, the families nor the prisoners were informed about their relocation, and the location 

of 11 of the prisoners remained unknown for over 24 hours.  

 

The 19 detainees were on the 16th of September separated into five different prisons. 

Currently, the prisoners are held in Ait Melloul Prison (Mohamed Embarek Lefkir, Mohamed 

Bani, Sidahmed Lemheiyd, Mohammed Thalil), Okacha prison (Abdeljalil Laroussi), El Arjat 

prison (Eênama Asfari), Kenitra prison (Sidi Abdallahi Abbahah, Houssein Ezzaoui, 

Abdallahi Lakfawni, Ahmed Sbaai, Mohamed Bourial, El Bachir Boutinguiza) and Tifelt 1 

and 2 prison (El Bachir Khadda, Hassan Dah, Brahim Isamili, Cheick Banga, Khouna Babeit, 

Abdallahi Toubali, Mohamed Lamin Haddi).  

 

The prisoners, the accusations they faced, and sentences that fell on the 19th of July are listed 

below.  

 

1. Sidi Abdallah Abbahah (B Ӣhah), born 1975. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the 

Appeal Court in Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization 

after article 293, and accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after 

article 267. And mutilation of corpses pursuant to article 271. Condemned pursuant to article 

293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, fifth paragraph (murder, with intent 

to kill).  

 

Mr. Sidi Abdallah was part of the Gdeim Izik camp since the beginning. Mr. Sidi Abdallah 

                                                 
13 See appendix 1, day 31, for a summary from the verdict. 
14 The autopsy reports were not presented to the court, and not used as evidence in the written 

judgement by the Court of Appeal in Salé.  
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was arrested in the Linaach neighbourhood in El Aai¼n on the 19th of November, 2010. Mr. 

Sidi Abdallah claims to have been kept blindfolded, handcuffed and naked throughout the 

interrogations in the police station, had urine poured on him and was forced to stand up 

against a wall without moving. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions 

under torture.  

 

2. Mohamed El Bachir Boutinguiza, born 1974. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the 

Appeal Court in Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization 

after article 293, and accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after 

article 267, with intent to kill. And mutilation of corpses pursuant to article 271. Condemned 

pursuant to article 293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, fifth paragraph 

(murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Boutinguiza took part of the protest camp Gdeim Izik. Mr. Boutinguiza was arrested on 

the 19th of November, 2010, in El Aai¼n. Mr. Boutinguiza was detained on November 19th of 

2010, and he has reported that at moment of his arrest ñthe police forced my house entrance 

(...) and beat me with shoes, and later on I was tortured in many different ways". He claims to 

have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

3. Ettaki Elmachdoufi (Machdoufi Ettaki), born 1985. Sentenced to two years by the 

Appeal Court in Salé in 2017. Released in 2013. Accused of participation in and aiding a 

criminal organization after article 293, and accused for violence against public forces with the 

cause of death after article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 267, second 

paragraph (violence). 

 

Mr. Machdoufi Ettaki was arrested on the 8th of November 2010 on the campsite. Mr. Ettaki 

stated at the Appeal Court to have been detained by eight authority agents while he was helping 

an old lady on his and hers way back to El Aáuin, from the Gdeim Izik camp. Mr. Ettaki states 

to have been brutally tortured and kept blindfolded, handcuffed and stripped of his clothes. Mr. 

Ettaki had to be transported to the hospital twice due to the brutal beatings. He claims to have 

signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

4. Mohamed Bani, born 1969. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court in Salé 

in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 267, with intent 

to kill. Condemned after article 293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, fifth 

paragraph (murder, with intent to kill).  

 

Mr. Bani was not a part of the protest camp Gdeim Izik, but had a lot of relatives at the camp 

site. He visited his family on Sunday the 7th of November, and was stopped when trying to 

leave. On the 8th of November, when trying to leave, the police arrested him, accusing him of 

running over an officer. 

 

Mr. Bani worked at the Ministry of Infrastructure. Mr. Bani presented a document at the 

Military Court of Rabat in 2013 signed by his department director and fifteen fellow employees 

stating that he was present at his workplace on Friday the 5th of November of 2010. The 

document was classified by the King's General prosecutor as irrelevant. Mr. Bani claims to have 
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been subjected to brutal torture. The wounds havenôt healed and Mohamed continues to have 

problems resulting from a head injury. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

5. Abdeljalil Laaroussi, born 1978. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court 

in Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, 

and accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 267, with 

intent to kill. Condemned after article 293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, 

fifth paragraph (murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Laaroussi visited the camp Gdeim Izik twice, where he visited his aunt. On the 7th of 

November 2010 Mr. Laaroussi was in Bojador, and Mr. Laroussi have declared that he stayed 

in Bojador until the 12th of November, when he was arrested by public servants which broke 

into his cousinôs house. Mr. Laaroussi was thus arrested on the 12th of November in 2010, and 

taken to the police station in El Aai¼n where he claims to have been brutally tortured, electro-

shocked and threatened with rape. Mr. Laaroussi has still difficulty walking due to loss of 

balance. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

6. Abdulahi Lakfawni, born 1974. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court in 

Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, 

and accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 267, with 

intent to kill. Condemned after article 293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, 

fifth paragraph (murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Lakfawni was at the Gdeim Izik camp. On the 5th of November 2010, the governor of El 

Aai¼n wanted to enter the camp, but was turned back by Mr. Lakfawni. It is claimed that this 

incident is the reason for his arrest and conviction. Mr. Lakfawni was arrested on the 9th of 

December 2010, when police officers broke into his cousinsô house. Mr. Lakfawni stated at 

the Appeal Court to have been subjected to different types of brutal torture. He was kept 

blindfolded and handcuffed during the torture, deprived of sleep and food. He claims to have 

signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

7. Ahmed Sbaai, born 1978. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court in Salé 

in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 267, with intent 

to kill. Condemned after article 293 (forming of a criminal organization) and article 267, fifth 

paragraph (murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Sbaai is the founder of the Sahrawi League for the Protection of Political Prisoners inside 

Moroccan jails. Mr. Sbaai was in prison in 2002 and in 2006 for his activism. Mr. Sbaai stated 

at the Appeal Court to have been arrested on the 8th of November of 2010, during a family 

party in the Lirak neighborhood. He was beaten and intimidated during his interrogation. Mr. 

Sbaai claims that he was kept blindfolded and handcuffed until he was referred to the Military 

Court of Rabat. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

8. Sid ӢAhmed Lemjeyid, born 1959. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court 

in Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, 
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and accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of 

death after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill).  

 

SidôAhmed Lemjeyid is the president of CSPRON, the Committee for the Protection of Natural 

Resources in Western Sahara. Lemjeyid was arrested in 1999 for attending a protest in El Aai¼n, 

and again in 2005. Mr. Lemjeyid was arrested on the 25th of December 2010. Lemjeyid stated 

at the Appeal Court that when he was detained, he was taken to a place unknown, and beaten 

during an interrogation which only focused on political issues, without ever mentioning the 

Gdeim Izik camp. Mr. Lemjeyid states that he was tortured and arrested for being a Sahrawi 

activist. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

 

9. Brahim Ismaili, born 1970. Sentenced to life imprisonment by the Appeal Court in Salé 

in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of death 

after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill).  

 

Mr. Ismaili is the president of the Centre for Preservation of the Collective Sahrawi memory. 

Mr. Ismaili claims that he is imprisoned due to the fact that he is a Sahrawi activist, and to 

have been already abducted and arrested in 1987, having passed 8 months at a secret prison at 

El Aaiún. Mr. Brahim was arrested on the 9th of November 2010 in his house in El Aai¼n. 

After 7 months in the ñBlack prisonò in El Aai¼n he was released, but arrested again once 

outside the prison, and driven to Sal® prison. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

10. Mohamed Khouna Babait, born 1981. Sentenced to 25 years by the Appeal Court in 

Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, 

and accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of 

death after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Babait worked at the local administration in El Aai¼n. After the violent dismantlement of 

the Gdeim Izik camp, Mr. Babait joined the demonstrations demanding the release of the 

prisoners. Mr. Babait continued to participate in the protest marches, despite numerous threats 

from both his work place and from the authorities. Mr. Babait was arrested on the 15th of 

August in 2011. He reported at the Appeal Court to have been blindfolded and taken to a 

deserted place near Gdeim Izik, where he was undressed and violently tortured. He also 

denounced the tortures he went through on his way to Agadir, and then to the Sal® II prison. 

He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

11. Mohamed Embareh Lefkir, born 1978. Sentenced to 25 years by the Appeal Court in 

Salé in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, 
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and accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of 

death after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Lefkir was part of a delegation of Sahrawi human rights defenders who had been invited 

to Algiers by the Front Polisario. It is believed that this trip is the reason for his arrest and 

imprisonment. Mr. Lefkir claimed at the Appeal Court to have been kidnapped on the 11th of 

November 2010, by a group of civilian police officers using masks to cover their faces, at his 

uncle´s house, and then beaten in front of his family. He was taken to the ñBlack prisonò in El 

Aai¼n, where he was kept until the 17th of June 2011. He was temporarily released but 

detained again once outside the prison walls. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

12. Larabi El Bakay, born 1982. Sentenced to four and a half year by the Appeal Court 

in Salé in 2017. Released on the 19th of July 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a 

criminal organization after article 293, and accused for violence against public forces with the 

cause of death after article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 267, second 

paragraph (violence). 

 

Mr. El Bakay was a part of the protest camp Gdeim Izik and a member of the Dialogue 

Committee who negotiated with the Moroccan authorities. Mr. El Bakay was arrested on the 

9th of September of 2012, almost two years after the dismantlement of the Gdeim Izik camp. 

He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions without knowing its content and 

without a lawyer present.  

 

13. Ena©ma Asfari, born 1970. Sentenced to 30 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 2017. 

Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and accused for 

participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 129 in relation 

to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267, 

fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Asfari is the vice-president of CORELSO (Committee for Liberties and Respect for Human 

Rights in Western Sahara). Mr. Asfari has already been detained at Tan-Tan, in 2009, due to 

his activities in defence of human rights. Mr. Asfari claimed at the Court of Appeal in 2017 that 

he was already in prison at the date of Gdeim Izik dismantle. This statement was supported by 

two witnesses and several of the accused. He was detained on the 7th of November in 2010, a 

day prior to the dismantlement, and maintained five days in an unknown location, where he 

was held blindfolded and handcuffed. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions 

under torture. 

 

14. Cheikh Banga, born 1989. Sentenced to 30 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 2017. 

Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and accused for 

participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 129 in relation 

to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 26, 

fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 
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Mr. Banga is a member of CODESA and President of the Sahrawi Committee for Human 

Rights in Assa and AMDH. Mr. Banga was arrested and imprisoned two times in 2006 for his 

activism. Mr. Banga was arrested the 8th of November in 2010 on the Gdeim Izik camp site. 

Mr. Banga has declared to have been tortured and ill-treated before being incarcerated in Sal® 

II prison. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

15. Mohamed Bourial, born 1976. Sentenced to 30 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 

129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation 

to article 267, fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Bourial participated in the Gdeim Izik camp and was a part of the Dialogue Committee 

which negotiated with the Moroccan government. Mr. Bourial was arrested by the Moroccan 

army on the 8th of November in 2010 at the campsite. He claimed to have spent five days 

blindfolded, naked and undergoing brutal beatings with a steel cable. He claims to have 

signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

16. Mohamed Lamin Haddi, born 1980. Sentenced to 25 years by the Appeal Court in Salé 

in 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 

129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation 

to article 267, fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Haddi has declared that his arrest is linked to him offering assistance to two Belgian doctors 

linked to ñDoctors without bordersò, Marie-Jeanne Wuidat and Ann Collier, who were on a 

humanitarian mission in the occupied territories to provide medical assistance to Sahrawi 

victims of Moroccoôs repression in the Gdeim Izik camp. Mohamed Lamin Haddi was arrested 

by Moroccan secret service on the 20th of November in 2010 in El Aai¼n, whilst accompanying 

the two doctors. The Belgian doctors were expelled from El Aai¼n. Mr. Haddi declared at the 

Court of Appeal that he was being tortured within the court facilities when being presented to 

the investigative judge. Mr. Haddi reported to have been detained at El Aai¼n, where he was 

psychically and psychologically tortured. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

17. Sidi Abderahmane Zeyou, born 1974. Sentenced to 2 years by the Appeal Court in 

Salé in 2017. Released in 2013. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization 

after article 293, and accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause 

of death after article 129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to 

article 267, second paragraph (violence). 

 

Mr. Zeyou did not participate in the Gdeim Izik camp but visited once. Mr. Zeyou is the 

president of ñComit® des Cadres Sahraouisò, which provided food and medicine to the camp. 

Mr. Zeyou was arrested on the 21st November in 2010 at the airport of El Aai¼n. Mr. Zeyou 

declared at the Appeal Court that the camp was placed under a siege, and that he and several 

others tried to negotiate with the governor on the 7th of November, and had planned a 

demonstration on the 8th of November. Mr. Zeyou claims to have been tortured, and kept 
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blindfolded and handcuffed during his detention. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

18. El Houssin Ezzaoui, born 1975. Sentenced to 25 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of death 

after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Ezzaoui was part of the protest camp Gdeim Izik where he was a member of the Dialogue 

Committee which negotiated with the Moroccan government. Mr. Ezzaoui was taken on the 

9th of November. Mr. Ezzaoui has declared that he has suffered under torture ever since his 

arrest. He declared to have been under every form of torture, stating that his health condition 

drastically worsened since his arrest. He claims to have signed the declarations and 

confessions under torture. 

 

19. Abdullahi Toubali, born 1980. Sentenced to 20 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation and perpetrating violence against public forces with the cause of death 

after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned 

pursuant to article 129 in relation to article 267 and article 267, fifth paragraph (participation 

to murder and murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Toubali was a member of the Dialogue Committee, which attempted to negotiate with the 

Moroccan authorities. Mr. Toubali was run over on the 7th of November 2010, on the eve of 

the camps dismantlement, and was taken to the hospital of El Aai¼n. Mr. Toubali went home 

at 2:00am, on the 8th of November 2010, in a critical condition. Mr. Toubali was arrested on 

the 2nd of December 2010, accused of murdering a policeman on the 8th of November. Mr. 

Toubali stated at the Court of Appeal that there are witnesses that can confirm that he was in 

fact at home at the time of the alleged crime. He stated to have been kidnapped, undressed, 

spanked, threatened to be raped with a lamp, and denied food. He claims to have signed the 

declarations and confessions under torture and whilst blindfolded. 

 

20. Deich Eddaf, born 1978. Sentenced to 6 and a ½ year by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Released on the 19th of July 2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal 

organization after article 293, and accused for participation and perpetrating violence against 

public forces with the cause of death after article 129 in relation to article 267, and article 267, 

with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 267, second paragraph (violence). 

 

Deich Eddaf was a member of the Dialogue Committee which negotiated with the Moroccan 

Government. Deich was arrested by the police on the 12th of November 2010, by 10 masked 

men which slapped him and his wife, and took him to an unknown location. Deich claims to 

have been brutally tortured, spending his time in detention naked, blindfolded, handcuffed and 

deprived of sleep, food and water. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions 

under torture. 
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21. El Bachir Khadda, born 1986. Sentenced to 20 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 

129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation 

to article 267, fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. El Bachir is a member of the Sahrawi Observatory for Human Rights in Western Sahara, 

and was imprisoned at the age of 21. Mr. El Bachir reported at the Appeal Court to have been 

abducted at El Aai¼n together with Mohamed Tahlil and Hassan Eddah on the 4th of 

December in 2010. He states to have been under torture for an unknown period of time, since 

he lost consciousness "due to the tortures". He was blindfolded and handcuffed throughout his 

detention. He claims to have signed the declarations and confessions under torture. 

 

 

22. Hassan Eddah (Dah), born 1987. Sentenced to 25 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 

129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation 

to article 267, fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Hassan Eddah is a human rights defender and connected to the Sahrawi Observatory for 

Human Rights in Western Sahara. He spent 10 months in prison in 2010 for his political 

views. Mr. Hassan Eddah took part in the Gdeim Izik camp, where he acted as a 

correspondent for the Frente Polisarioôs TV and radio service. Mr. Hassan Eddah was arrested 

on the 4th of December in 2010 with Mohamed Tahlil and Bachir El Khadda. Hassan stated at 

the Appeal Court to have been brutally tortured when detained in El Aai¼n, at the 

gendarmerie as well as in the court facilities in Rabat. He also claims that all his signatures 

were obtained under torture. 

 

23. Mohamed Tahlil, born 1981. Sentenced to 20 years by the Appeal Court in Salé in 

2017. Accused of participation in and aiding a criminal organization after article 293, and 

accused for participation in violence against public forces with the cause of death after article 

129 in relation to article 267, with intent to kill. Condemned pursuant to article 129 in relation 

to article 267, fifth paragraph (participation to murder, with intent to kill). 

 

Mr. Tahlil is the president of the Bojador section of ASVDH (the Sahrawi Association of 

Victims of Grave Human Rights Violations Committed by the Moroccan State). He has been 

imprisoned for his activism in 2005 and 2007. Mr. Tahlil was detained together with Bachir El 

Khadda and Hassan Eddah on the 4th of December in 2010. Mr. Thalil stated to the Appeal 

Court that he was never at Gdeim Izik nor the initiation of the camping. He stated to have been 

submitted to torture, also inside the court facilities, as well as to have signed all the confessions 

blindfolded and under torture. 

 

The case of Mohamed El Ayubi, born 1956, was separated from the case in June 2017, and 

his case is scheduled to the 27th of September 2017 at the Court of Appeal in Salé. Sentenced 

to 20 years under provisional release due to his debilitated health condition by the 

Military Court in 2013.  
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The last of the original ñGroup Gdeim Izikò, is Hassana Alia, born 1989. Sentenced to life in 

absentia by the Military Court in 2013. Hassana was granted political asylum in Spain. 

Hassana Alia was not summoned to the proceedings at the Court of Appeal in Salé.  
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5. The proceedings against the Group Gdeim Izik at Court of 

Appeal in Salé  

5.1. A short summary from the proceedings  

This paragraph contains a short summary of the entire proceedings (for a more extensive 

description, please see appendix 1).  

 

The proceedings against the Group Gdeim Izik commenced on the 26th of December 2016. The 

prisoners were held in a glass-cage. The court case entailed three active parties (i.e. the 

prosecutor, the defence of the accused, and the defence of the victims (hereinafter civil party)). 

The question upon partial status for the civil party was never ruled upon. The defence consisted 

of the same attorneys which defended the group in the Military Court in 2013, and three French 

attorneys. The court was adjourned until the 23rd of January 2017. None of the prisoners were 

given provisional release.  

 

The proceedings against the Group Gdeim Izik commenced on the 23rd of January, 2017, by 

addressing procedural matters. The defence asked for more time to prepare their case, since 

they had not been given the chance to meet with their clients. The defence was given 24 hours. 

The time was then 5:40pm, and the court was adjourned until 10am the next morning.  

 

On the 24th of January, the accused were deprived of their pen and papers during the 

proceedings. The accused demanded that they have the right to follow their own proceedings, 

which entailed that they had to be given the chance to follow it adequately. The question upon 

whether the civil party was to be given a formal partial status was raised, but never ruled upon. 

The question about whether this stage was first instance, or an appeal was also postponed to a 

later date.  

 

On the 25th of January, the defence placed forward arguments related to the Fourth Geneva 

Convention, claiming that Western Sahara is occupied by Morocco, and that the Appeal Court 

in Salé did not have the necessary jurisdiction to rule upon the matter. The French defence 

attorneys were stopped in their advocacy when protests arose within the courtroom.  

 The prisoners were granted medical examinations, and the presiding judge declared that 

the examinations were to be performed by three Moroccan doctors employed by the state. The 

court adjourned until the 13th of March.  

 

The proceedings on the 13th of March commenced without the reports from the medical 

examinations. Witnesses who had been permitted into the case file were present in the 

courtroom, but were not questioned. The proceedings commenced with presenting the 

documents in the case, where all the confiscated evidence was put forward. One of the objects 

in the document file was a CD, which contained a film portraying the camp as a violent 

resistance camp. The film was manipulated, edited and had subtitles. The court refrained from 

ruling upon whether the film was to be taken into the case file.  

On the 13th of March, the testimonies from the accused started. The first to give his 

declaration was Mohamed El Ayoubi. Mr. Ayoubi stated that ñI came to find my bread, but the 

Moroccans only gave me beatingsò. The next who was questioned was Mohammed Bani. Mr. 
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Bani demanded to be tried in a court that the Polisario Front and Morocco agreed upon.  

 

On the 14th of March, Machdoufi Ettaki, Mohamed El Bachir Boutinguiza and Mohammed 

Thalil, gave their declarations. Mr. Ettaki declared that we, the Sahrawis, are tried in made up 

cases by the Moroccan occupation. Mr. Boutinguiza urged that he had nothing to do with the 

reports, and that the international community must intervene. Mr. Thalil was constantly stopped 

by the prosecution in his declaration, and declared that ñyou claim that this is a fair trial. But 

this is merely a theatre, I donôt care about theatre. I want to tell you the truth about why I am 

here, in a country who has occupied my countryò.  

 

On the 15th of March, Mohammed El Bakay, Mohammed Lamin Haddi, and Sidi Abderahmane 

Zeyou gave their testimonies. Mr. El Bakay declared that he was innocent of all charges, and 

stated that the camp had no organization, and that he was sure that Morocco already has this 

intel. When Mr. Haddi was questioned by the civil party, he formed a cross over his mouth with 

black tape, as a silent protest symbolizing that he would not answer the ones that had deprived 

him of the presumption of innocence. Mr. Zeyou stated that the investigations after the 

dismantlement of the camp were not set forward to reach the truth, but to revenge the political 

activism. 

 

On the 20th of March, El Houssin Ezzaoui, Sidi Abdallahi Abahah, Mohammed Bourial and 

Brahim Ismaili gave their declarations. Mr. Ezzaoui declared that when appearing in front of 

the investigative judge, he was carried in a blanket, not being able to walk after the torture 

inflicted on him. Mr. Abahah explained how he had refused to undergo the medical 

examinations, since his lawyer had requested an independent examination in line with the 

Istanbul Protocol, which was not the case of the medical examinations that this court had 

ordered. Mr. Bourial told about how he, on November 7th, had been approached by the chief of 

police in El Aai¼n who told him that ñI got E°nama Asfari tonight, tomorrow I will get youò. 

Mr. Ismaili stated that, during all the interrogations, he was only asked about his activism for 

self-determination and his trip to Algeria. He urged that he was never asked any questions about 

the Gdeim Izik.  

 

On the 21th of March, Abdallahi Toubali, Sidahmed Lemjeyid and El Bachir Khadda gave their 

testimonies in front of the court. Mr. Toubali was during the testimony asked to sign two 

documents without looking, to prove that he in fact was blindfolded when signing his 

declarations, which he urged was falsified against him. The judge kept the blank pages with 

Mr. Toubalis signature. Mr. Lemjeyid urged that he was captured due to his political opinions 

and activism, and that, when he was brutally tortured, he was only asked questions about his 

activism, and never about the camp. Mr. Khadda demanded that the Fourth Geneva Convention 

should be applied, as Western Sahara is occupied by Morocco.  

 

On the 22nd of March, Hassan Eddah, Abdallahi Lakfawni and Mohamed Embarch Lefkir, 

testified in front of the court. When talking about their sufferance, about the torture they 

endured and their political opinions, they were constantly interrupted. When Mr. Lefkir was 

asked why he signed his whole name, he answered that ñthey threatened to torture me in ways 

I couldnôt even imagine. I was terrifiedò. Mr. Eddah urged that the Fourth Geneva Convention 

must be applied. Mr. Lakfawni told how he was arrested by masked men, who attacked the 

house where he was and threw him out the first-floor window, before they took him to an 
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unknown location and tortured him.  

 

On the 23rd of March, Mohammed Babait, Eênama Asfari and Cheikh Banga were questioned 

by the court. Mr. Babait declared that he had nothing to do with the Gdeim Izik camp, other 

than visiting his mother. Mr. Asfari urged that he would not agree to be tried based on falsified 

illegal evidence, and invoked art. 15 of the Torture Convention when asked questions based on 

the declarations. Mr. Banga urged that he was only arrested due to his political activism, and 

declared that this is only a fabricated story and that his political opinions were the core of this 

case.  

 

On the 27th of March, Cheick Banga, Deich Eddaf, Ahmed Sbaai and Abdeljalil Laroussi were 

questioned by the court. Mr. Laroussi gave a description of all the torture he had suffered. Mr. 

Eddaf declared himself innocent on all charges, and urged that the declarations were falsified. 

Mr. Sbaai declared that he does not recognize the validity of this court since the court is 

extraterritorial.  

 The court adjourned until the 8th of May. None of the prisoners were given provisional 

release. The officials who wrote the reports were allowed as witnesses. The judge accepted 

three additional witnesses from the defence, i.e. the witnesses requested by Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. 

Lakfawni and Mr. Zeyou. The presiding judge declared that the reports from the medical 

examinations are submitted.  

 

On the 8th of May, the witnesses were summoned to court. The group of witnesses can be 

divided into three groups: (1) Witnesses for the defence (hereinafter ñsupport witnesses), (2) 

witnesses who describe the events (members of the different public authorities), and (3) 

witnesses who describe the events and identify the accused (members of the different public 

authorities and inhabitants from the camp). The court case entails in addition declarations from 

the police officers who wrote the reports. In total, 28 witnesses were submitted. The confiscated 

elements in the evidence file were shown to the accused. All the accused denied any relation to 

the confiscated elements. The supportive witnesses Mr. Hassan Dhalil, Mr Mohammed Embark 

Hallab, and Mr. Brahim Hamed gave their declarations.  

 

On the 9th of May, the court decided to postpone the treatment of Mr. Mohammed El Ayoubiôs 

court case, due to his health condition, until the 5th of June. The first witness summoned to the 

court was Mr. Faisal El Malazi. The witness declared that the participants in the camp attacked 

the civil forces [i.e. Moroccan police officers], and that his colleague and himself were hit by a 

car. The witness identified Mr. Bani as the driver of the car. The second witness Mr. Rahil 

Mohammed explained how the inhabitants of the camp threw rocks towards them, and that he 

was hit by a car and lost consciousness. 

 

On the 10th of May, the first witness Mr. Nordin Lassere and the second witness Mr. Said Kahla 

testified about the violent clashes between the inhabitants and the civil forces. The third witness 

for the day, Mr. Mohammed Choujaa declared that he had taken part in the camp, and identified 

several of the accused as leaders in the camp, as attackers, and as spokespersons in the camp. 

The witness could not remember the names of other inhabitants in the camp, including his own 

neighbours, and declared that he was alone for 22 days in his tent. The accused urged that this 

testimony was false and asked where this witness had been the last 7 years. The court conducted 

an identification process (face to face witness-accused), where the witness identified 20 of the 
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24 accused.  

 

On the 11th of May, the first witness to testify was the supportive witness Mr. Mohamed 

Selmani that declared that he had witnessed the abduction of Mr. Asfari on the 7th of November. 

The second witness was another supportive witness, Mr. Bachir Salmani who declared that he 

had witnessed the abduction of Mr. Asfari on the 7th of November. The third witness, Mr. Aziz 

Kabir, and the fourth witness Mr. Ridam Halwi, and the fifth witness, Mr. Mustafa Zeynon, 

testified to the clashes and the dismantlement of the camp.  

 

On the 15th of May, the first witness to be summoned was Mr. Tarik Hajri who testified to have 

seen fire and being attacked by demonstrators/inhabitants from the camp whilst laying on the 

ground. The second witness, Mr. Hossini Lemtioui, declared that he had lived in the Gdeim 

Izik camp since the first week of its settlement. The witness identified several of the accused as 

leaders, and the ones giving orders on the morning of the 8th of November, and identified several 

of the accused as attackers, and others as spokespersons within the camp. The witness could 

however not name the neighbourhoods in the camp, nor remember the name of his own 

neighbourhood or identify any other inhabitants in the camp, and claimed that he had been alone 

for 22 days, and that no one could identify him. The accused urged that this testimony was 

false, and constituted lies matching the falsified declarations. After the identification process 

(face to face witness-accused), which the defence urged was in violation of the presumption of 

innocence, protests emerged within the courtroom as the detainees chanted that the Moroccan 

judicial system is only a theatre played for the international community. 

 The third witness, Mr. Moulay Ali Amrani, the fourth witness, Mr. Farouk Arika, the 

fifth witness, Mr. Zakaria Raiss, the sixth witness, Mr. Hamid Omalish, the seventh witness, 

Mr. Abdeljalil Laktari, and the eight witness, Mr. Morad Haddi, testified about the clashes.  

 

On the 16th of May, the first witness Mr. Mohamed Sahnoun testified regarding the 

dismantlement. The second witness was the supportive witness for Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. Brahim 

Hamya. Mr. Hamya explained how Mr. Laaroussi was abducted from his family house in 

Boujdour. The civil part asked the witness about his home address, and protests emerged at 

once inside the courtroom. The accused urged that the court had to protect the witnesses equally, 

and not only the witnesses summoned by the prosecutor. Mr. Banga thereafter informed the 

court that the detainees had been prohibited from speaking to their defence attorneys. The court 

commenced the questioning of the witness, but adjourned when protests again emerged. The 

defendants were given the room to consult with their attorneys. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki were 

escorted out of the courtroom, and were not given the opportunity to consult with their attorneys 

alongside with the rest of the group.    

 At the commencement, the different attorneys gave a last statement to the court and 

withdrew from the court case. Mr. Hassan Eddah affirmed that the accused wished to withdraw 

from the proceedings, and asked their families to leave. The French attorneys were not allowed 

to give a final statement to the court, and were de facto prohibited from withdrawing from the 

proceedings. They were then expelled from the courtroom and forcefully escorted out by police 

officers.   

 The preceding judge appointed four new defence lawyers for the accused after the 

defence attorneys withdrew from the case alongside with their clients. Two of the newly 

appointed lawyers were present in the room since they prior to their appointment belonged to 

the civil party. The court commenced the proceedings by summoning a new witness, Mr. 
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Abdeljalil Chakouch. The newly appointed defence lawyers did not receive the case documents, 

and asked for time to prepare the defence. The request was denied. The presiding judge ruled 

to adjourn the hearings after a request from the civil party, claiming they were exhausted.  

 

On the 17th of May, the accused refused to appear in front of the court without their handcuffs, 

after being transported by force from the prison to the courthouse (i.e. the detainees demanded 

to appear in front of the court handcuffed as they were during transport). The presiding judge 

refused to let the detainees appear in front of the court handcuffed, and ruled to commence the 

proceedings without the detaineeôs present. The first witness Mr. Ashraf Mchich and the second 

witness, Mr. Ahmed Hamidou, testified to the events. The third witness, Mr. Yames Hrouchi, 

declared that he had stayed in the camp and that he knew several of the detainees, and declared 

that the camp had checkpoints, was divided into five sections, and had security forces. Mr. 

Hrouchi could not remember the name of the neighbourhood he lived in in the camp nor his 

neighbours, and declared that he lived alone. The witness identified the detainees by looking at 

pictures of the detainees from the prison. Mr. Hrouchi identified nine of the 24 accused. The 

fourth witness, Mr. Redoam Lawini, the third witness, Mr. Mohamed Dghigh, the fourth 

witness, Mr. Kamal Rouki, testified to the events happening on the 8th of November. The 

defence asked what the relevance of these witnesses was, since they could not identify any of 

the accused. The court commenced by re-summoning the witnesses that the accused had refused 

to expose themselves to, and ordered an identification process by using the pictures of the 

detainees from the prison.  

 

On the 18th of May, the detainees reaffirmed their position and refused to enter the courtroom 

without their handcuffs. The clerk informed the court that he had been prevented from 

informing the detainees about the courtôs ruling and the proceedings held on the 16th and the 

17th of May, as the detainees had protested and stated that they did not wish to be a part of what 

they called a ñtheatreò played in a Moroccan courthouse. The presiding judge commenced the 

proceedings without the detaineeôs present. The first witness Mr. Hmaida Akrach testified that 

the camp had checkpoints, and about the events on the 8th of November.  

The presiding judge commenced the proceedings by summoning the police officers who 

had written the police reports to testify. The police officers summoned to court are identified 

by the accused as the ones who tortured them.  

The first police officer to testify was Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza, who gave a testimony 

identical to the police reports. Mr. Khabza declared that he oversaw the questioning of the ones 

taken into custody, and he declared that everyone was given water and food, and that no torture 

took place. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki left the courtroom in protest, stating that they could not 

sit there and listen to the man who had tortured them for five days telling lies.  

The second police officer, Mr. Youseff Raiss, the third police officer, Mr. Said Ben 

Sghir, and the fourth, Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani, declared similar stories in line with the 

police reports, and denied any torture. The fifth police officer to be questioned was Abde 

Rahmon Elwazna. Mr. Elwazna has been identified as the one conducting and managing the 

torture both within the police head quarter and in the prison. Mr Elwazna denied all allegations 

upon torture, and stated that it would be impossible to torture someone inside a police head 

quarter.  

The prosecutor requested to implement new evidence into the case file. The prosecutor 

placed forward two reports. First report showed the travel route for all the accused who had 

travelled to Algeria in 2010. The second report entailed transcripts of recordings of phone calls. 
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The presiding judge postponed the ruling. The court was thereafter shown a movie, proclaiming 

the events on the morning of the 8th of November. The movie proclaimed the clashes between 

the civil forces and the demonstrators, and showed pictures of wounded members of both the 

gendarmerie and the civil forces. The movie did not exhibit a link between any of the accused 

and the alleged crimes they committed.  

 

On the 5th of June, the court case commenced by hearing from the doctors employed by the 

Moroccan state which conducted the medical examination. The doctors in charge of the 

examination informed the court that the scars and marks found on the detainees had multiple 

explanations, and that it was impossible to rule out torture, but also impossible to conclude that 

the detainees had suffered from torture during their detention. The accused still urge that they 

have suffered from torture and in-humane treatment. 

 

During the proceedings conducted from the 6th of June until the 8th of June, the attorneys 

representing the victims (i.e. the civil party) delivered their closing arguments. The civil party 

requested the court to re-characterize the case, and to alter the charges. The civil party invoked 

art. 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 208 and 293 of the Moroccan Penal code. Thus, the civil party 

requested that the accused are to be sentenced for internal terrorism, for activities threatening 

the national security of the Kingdom of Morocco. The civil party urged that the court had an 

obligation to alter the charges for the court to be able to condemn the detainees for their actions, 

as the link between the accused and the crime itself was impossible to prove. 

 

The prosecutor delivered his final arguments to the court on the 12th and the 13th of June. The 

prosecutor did not request to alter the charges, and based his pleading mainly on the reports 

conducted by the police and the gendarmerie, supported by statements from the investigative 

judge, the autopsy reports, and testimonies from Mr. Mohammed Choujaa and the policemen 

which drafted the reports. The prosecutor requested the court to condemn the accused, and 

punish them with the harshest sentence possible. 

 

The defense delivered its final arguments on the 14th and the 15th of June. The defense urged 

that the court did not have sufficient evidence to condemn the accused, and furthermore that 

the reports conducted by the police and the gendarmerie, the phone recordings, the movie, the 

medical examination, the confiscated elements, the pictures and several of the witnesses had to 

be discarded as evidence. The defense further urged the court to find all the accused innocent 

of all charges, and to investigative into what happened during the dismantlement of the Gdeim 

Izik camp, stating that the dismantlement constituted abuse of power. 

 

During the proceedings held on the 11th of July, the civil party and the prosecutor delivered 

their remarks to the final arguments given by the defense. During the proceedings held on the 

18th of July, the defense was given the right to deliver final remarks, and the lawyers delivered 

the last word on behalf of the accused, which were not present during the proceedings.  

 

The verdict landed on the 19th of July at 04:45am. The court ruled that the civil party did not 

have competence to be a formal part in the proceedings, and rejected the civil claim. The court 

rejected all the requests presented by the defense, and thus implemented all evidence into the 

case file.  
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The court delivered the sentence within 10 minutes. The court ruled to re-characterize the 

case in compliance with the final arguments delivered by the prosecutor. As in relation to the 

articles presented by the prosecutor, the accused were charged for forming a criminal 

organization after art. 293, with sentences stipulated in art. 294, and after art. 267 (perpetrator), 

or after art. 129 in relation to art. 267 (participation), or after art. 129 in relation to art. 267, and 

art. 267 (participation and perpetrating).  

 

Sentenced to life in prison: Ahmed Sbai, Brahim Ismaïli, Abdalahi Lakfawni, Laaroussi 

Abdeljalil, Mohamed El Bachir Boutinguiza, Mohamed Bani, Sidi Abdallah B'hah, Sidahmed 

Lemjeyid. 

 

Sentenced to 30 years in prison: Eênama Asfari, Mohamed Bourial, Cheikh Banga. 

 

Sentenced to 25 years in prison: Hassan Eddah, El Houssin Ezzaoui, Mohamed Lamin Haddi, 

Mohamed Embarek Lefkir, Mohamed Khuna Babait. 

 

Sentenced to 20 years in prison: Mohamed Tahlil, El Bachir Khadda, Abdallahi Toubali. 

 

Released with time served: Deich Eddaf, condemned to six and a half years, which is less than 

the time he has so far spent in prison. Larabi El Bakay, condemned to four and a half years, 

which is less than the time he has so far spent in prison. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki were both 

sentenced to two years, which they have already served in prison. 

 

The preceding judge did not deliver the judgement concerning one of the detainees, Mr. 

Ezzaoui, before adjourning the proceedings. After consulting the preceding judge in his 

chamber at the Court of Appeal in Salé, we learned that Mr. Ezzaoui was sentenced to 25 years 

in prison.  
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6. The evidence file 

6.1. Introductory and conclusive remarks 

The evidence file was presented during the proceedings held from the 8th of May to the 18th of 

May15. The evidence file entails the reports from the police, gendarmerie and investigative 

judge, confiscated elements, witnesses, a film with pictures, and two reports concerning travel 

routes to Algeria and phone recordings. Other pieces of evidence include reports of arrest, the 

criminal records of the accused, the declarations of one of the accused against another accused 

and autopsy report. The written judgement issued by the Court of Appeal in Salé is based upon 

the above-mentioned reports, testimonies, phone recordings, and confiscated elements (such as 

money and weapons found on the scene). This report assesses the pieces of evidence that were 

discussed and evaluated by the court during the proceedings conducted in May16.  

It should be noted that the case file is characterized by a lack of sufficient clarification 

and a lack of material evidence against the accused. The defence was prohibited from presenting 

several witnesses and videos portraying the dismantlement, and faced difficulties in the phase 

of evidence evaluation, and the right to equality of arms is thus severely breached (see more in 

paragraphs 8.5.1 and 8.6).  

 

The main evidence against the accused are reports conducted by the police and the gendarmerie 

upon arrest, before being presented to an investigating judge, and without an attorney present. 

These reports are supported with the report from the investigative judge, where the detainees 

declared that their testimony to the police and the gendarmerie were given without any use of 

force, and that they were never subjected to torture. These reports are further supported by the 

declarations of one of the accused against another accused. The prosecutor based his final 

argument on these three reports, and claimed that these reports gave sufficient evidence to 

condemn the accused.  

 During the final arguments from the public prosecutor17, he further based his deductions 

upon the testimonies given by Mr. Mohammed Choujaa (see paragraph 6.3.2.2.), and the 

testimonies given by the police officers which conducted the reports (Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza, 

Mr. Yousef Raiss, Mr. Said Ben Sghir, Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani and Mr. Abde Rahmon 

Elwazna), the movie which according to the prosecutor identifies five of the accused (see 

paragraph 6.5), the phone recordings which were presented by the prosecutor on the 18th of 

May (see paragraph 6.6), and the autopsy reports.  

 The declarations tell a story, and portrays the Gdeim Izik camp as a camp where the 

inhabitants received military training. The prosecution claims that the accused kidnapped 

civilians, stopped people from leaving the premises and used the inhabitants as ñhuman-

shieldsò against the public forces. The prosecution claims that the Gdeim Izik camp was 

planned during a trip to Algeria in September 2010, in partnership with the Polisario Front 

                                                 
15 The evidence file contains new pieces of evidence that were never presented nor part of the earlier 

stages of this court case, i.e. witnesses, movie, pictures, report on travel route, report on phone 

recordings and autopsy report.  
16 As such, the report evaluates the witnesses, the movie w/pictures, confiscated elements, report on 

travel routes, and report on phone recordings 
17 For a detailed summary from the final arguments given by the prosecutor, and the evidence which 

each of the detainees faced, see appendix 1, day 25 and 26. 
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and representatives from the Algerian regime. Eênama Asfari is told to be the leader of the 

operation, where he was the main link between the Polisario Front and the committees in the 

camp that the other accused supervised. Thus, the camp consisted of several committees that 

oversaw different areas, such as the organization, logistics, security and mobilization. 

The prosecution claims that the Gdeim Izik camp had a security committee that 

supervised the military training inside the camp, and planned the attack on the public forces. 

The camp had weapons, such as cars, knives and axes. The camp was financed by money 

from Algeria and the Polisario, and money was distributed to the inhabitants to ñmotivate 

themò in the attack. The above-mentioned description from the prosecutor is denied by the 

accused.  

 

Model based upon the final arguments from the prosecutor, showing the pieces of evidence in 

the case file against the Group Gdeim Izik18 can be found below 19. The figure sums up the 

different incriminating evidence presented in court, a total of 16 evidence files. The value and 

foundation of these pieces of evidence are evaluated below the model. 

 

(1) Police Reports/ confession to the police 

(2) Gendarmerie Reports/ confession to the gendarmerie  

(3) Report from investigative judge/ confession to not have been tortured 

(4) Declaration against another accused given to the police (police report) 

(5) Testimony of the police men which interrogated the accused and wrote the police report 

(6) Confiscated elements 

(7) Arrested in the camp 

(8) Autopsy report 

(9) Witnesses (alleged inhabitants) from the camp, identifying the accused, and to a crime 

scene 

(10) Witnesses identifying the accused, and to a crime scene 

(11) Witnesses that identify the accused, but not to a crime 

(12) Pictures 

(13) Movie* 

(14) Phone recordings** 

(15) Travel route 

(16) Criminal records 

 

* The movie is used as evidence against all the accused, as evidence to the criminal intent.  

** The phone recordings are used as evidence against all the accused, as evidence of the 

criminal intent and forming of a criminal organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
18 Note that the case of Mr. Ayubi is separated from the group case.  
19 For a detailed summary from the final arguments given by the prosecutor, and the evidence which 

each of the detainees faced, see appendix 1, day 25 and 26. 
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Color Codes: Illegal evidence (red), Inadmissible evidence (purple), Pieces of evidence not relevant to the charges, not criminalizing 

evidence/ not portraying a crime, or criminal evidence not linked to the accused (yellow).   

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 

Mr. Bani  X X X X X X X X X X   X    
Mr. 

Laroussi  
X X X X X X  X X       X 

Mr. 

Lakfawni  
X X X X X X  X X     X X X 

Mr. 

Boutinguiza 
X X X X X X  X X X   X   X 

Mr. Sidi 

Abdallahi  
X X X X X X  X X        

Mr. Sbaai  X X X X X X  X X   X  X X X 
Mr. El 

Bakay  
X X X X X X   X        

Mr. Asfari 
20 

X X X X X X X  X  X X  X X X 

Mr. Banga  X X X X X X X X X  X X   X  
Mr. Bourial  X X X X X X X X X  X  X X  X 
Mr. Haddi  X X X X X X  X X        
Mr. Zeyou 
21 

X X X X X X  X X        

Mr. Khadda  X X X X X X  X X       X 
Mr. Eddah  X X X X X X  X      X X X 
Mr. Thalil  X X X X X X  X X   X    X 
Mr. Ezzaoui  X X X X X X  X X  X     X 
Mr. Toubali 
22 

X X X X X X X  X    X    

Mr. Eddaf  X X X X X X  X X  X   X   
Mr. 

Lemjeyid  
X X X X X X   X   X   X  

Mr. Lefkir  X X X X X X   X  X    X  
Mr. Babait  X X X X X X   X    X   X 
Mr. Ettaki  X X X X X X X X        X 
Mr. Ismaili  X X X X X X  X X   X   X  

                                                 
20 Note that I find it proven that Mr. Asfari was arrested on the 7th of November. The sole piece of 
evidence proving that Mr. Asfari was arrested on the 8th of November in the camp, is the police 

reports.  
21 Note that I find it proven that Mr. Zeyou was in a meeting in El Aaiún on the 7th of November, and 

could not have been present in the camp on the 8th of November, as the camp was placed under a siege 

on the 7th of November.  
22 Note that I find it proven that Mr. Toubali was hospitalized on the 7th of November, and in a critical 

condition on the 8th of November. The sole piece of evidence proving that Mr. Toubali was arrested on 

the 8th of November in the camp, is the police reports.  
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The police report and the gendarmerie report which include declarations from the accused, 

alongside with the report from the investigative judge must in my opinion be regarded as illegal 

evidence since they were extracted under torture or under pressure/threats, see paragraph 7, and 

are therefore discarded as evidence and can not be used against the accused, as stipulated in art. 

15 of the Torture Convention. Similarly, and as outlined in paragraph 8.2, police records taken 

without an attorney present, can not be used as criminal evidence against an accused, as in 

relation to art. 14 of the ICCPR.  

The reports written by the police, the gendarmerie and the investigative judge are 

supported by the testimonies given by the police officers. The police officers conducted the 

interrogations of the accused in the police office upon arrest, and thus wrote the police reports 

which includes the confessions of the accused. The police officers delivered their testimonies 

to the Court of Appeal in Salé on the 18th of May23. The police officers delivered declarations 

directly in line with the prior mentioned reports. The testimonies given from the police officers 

to the Court of Appel in Salé (i.e. Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza, Mr. Yousef Raiss, Mr. Said Ben 

Sghir, Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani and Mr. Abde Rahmon Elwazna) are in my opinion to be 

regarded as illegal evidence. The testimonies were given by police officers whom allegedly 

tortured and falsified evidence, and their testimonies were directly linked to the evidence which 

are illegal to use against an accused, as stipulated in art. 15 of the Torture Convention. The 

declarations from the police officers are therefore not evaluated in this report, since I regard the 

testimonies as a direct violation of Moroccoôs international commitments to investigate any 

signs or allegations upon torture, as stipulated in art. 12 of the Torture Convention.  

 

The value of the testimonies given by the witnesses are evaluated in paragraph 6.3. The 

testimonies from the supportive witnesses are evaluated in paragraph 6.3.1. I regard the 

supportive witnesses as credible, and that the testimonies prove that Mr. Asfari was abducted 

on the 7th of November, further that Mr. Toubali was hospitalized on the 7th of November and 

in a critical condition on the 8th of November, that both Mr. Lakfawni and Mr. Laaroussi were 

abducted with force by the public forces, that Mr. Zeyou was in El Aaiún on the 7th of 

November, and that the camp was under a siege on the 7th of November.  

 The testimonies from the witnesses who describe the events are evaluated in paragraph 

6.3.2.1. The witnesses describe the dismantlement of the camp during the early hours on the 8th 

of November 2010. It is evident that violent clashes occurred between the inhabitants of the 

camp and the civil forces, it is equally evident that the civil forces were attacked with rocks and 

that some of the inhabitants were carrying knives. These witnesses do not identify any of the 

accused and do not link the accused to the crime, and the declarations are therefore not to be 

regarded as proof of any crime committed by the accused and cannot be given weight in the 

final evidence review.  

 The testimonies from the witnesses who describe the camp and the events and identify 

the accused are evaluated in paragraph 6.3.2.2. The prosecution has brought forward witnesses 

which testify in detail about the events and the camp. The prosecution did not explain in court 

from where these new witnesses originated from, and I view the credibility and the 

trustworthiness of these witnesses as highly limited. These witnesses do not occur in any prior 

                                                 
23 See appendix 1, day 20, for a summary of the testimonies given by Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza, Mr. 

Yousef Raiss, Mr. Said Ben Sghir, Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani and Mr. Abde Rahmon Elwazna 
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police reports nor in the investigative phase of the case and I therefore regard these witnesses 

as inadmissible. For an evaluation upon the identification process, see paragraph 8.4.1.  

 

Pieces of evidence confiscated from the protest camp are evaluated in paragraph 6.4. The 

confiscated elements that were presented to the court do not entail a chain of custody. The 

accused deny any relation to the objects, and the evidence for a link between them are absent. 

The confiscated elements have, in my view, no evidence value due to the absent chain of 

custody, and are thus inadmissible.  

 

The movie is evaluated in paragraph 6.5. The movie portrays the violent clashes between the 

civil forces and the inhabitants during the early hours on the 8th of November 2010. The movie 

does not link any of the accused to the crime. The movie has therefore weakened value as 

evidence, and cannot be given weight in the final evaluation.  

 

The prosecutor invoked on the 18th of May to submit additional evidence, i.e. two reports. The 

first report concerned several of the detainees that travelled to Algeria, and the second report 

entailed transcriptions of phone calls between several of the accused and members of the 

Polisario Front. The report upon phone recordings are evaluated in paragraph 6.6. None of the 

records were enveloped securely, and the chain of custody was absent, whereas the prosecutor 

refused to place forward the original evidence (i.e. the recordings of the phone calls). It remains 

clear that new evidence can not be submitted at this stage. Regardless, the reports are 

inadmissible as the chain of custody is absent and none of the reports are relevant to the 

accusations placed forward by the prosecution office.  

 

Consequently, the evidence file contains both evidence that I regard as illegal evidence and 

evidence which are inadmissible. During the final arguments given by the prosecutor, it was 

claimed that the crime was sufficiently proven, and for several of the detainees, the prosecutor 

claimed that the reports from the police and the gendarmerie, supported by the report made by 

the investigative judge, constituted sufficient evidence.  

6.2. Evaluation of the evidence in relation to the charges 

The prosecutor based the accusation of forming a criminal gang on art. 293 of the Moroccan 

penal code, with sentence stipulated in art. 294. For the accusations related to violence against 

the law enforcement, the charges are based on art. 267 of the Moroccan penal code, or art. 129 

in relation to art. 267 of the Moroccan penal code. The prosecutor divided the accused into three 

groups; the perpetrators, the participants, and both perpetrators and participants24.  

 

During the final arguments of the prosecutor, the prosecutor invoked that the court could 

condemn the accused as a group, and that it was not necessary to prove what each of the accused 

                                                 
24 The accused charged with the causing of death after art. 267 are Mr. Ettaki, Mr. Bani, Mr. Laroussi, 

Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Boutinguiza, Mr. Sidi Abdallahi, Mr. Sbaai and Mr. El Bakay. The accused 

charged for participation in the murder of members of the law enforcement in accordance with art. 129 

in relation to art. 267 are Mr. Asfari, Mr. Banga, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Zeyou, Mr. El Bachir 

Khadda, Mr. Hassan Eddah and Mr. Thalil.  The accused who are charged with both participation and 

perpetrating the crime after art. 129 in relation to art 267 and art. 267 is Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Toubali, Mr. 

Deich Eddaf, Mr. Leymjeyid, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Ismaili and Mr. Babait.  



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 40 

had done, but sufficient to prove their mere presence in the camp25. The prosecutor thus 

advocated that if the court could not clarify the exact deed of each of the accused, the court 

could condemn the accused as a group for the murder of 11 members of the law enforcement.  

 Regarding this line of argument, it can be clarified that Mr. Boutinguiza, Mr. 

Thalil, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Zeyou. Mr. Sidi Abdallahi, Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Toubali, Mr. Lemjeyid, Mr. 

Khadda, Mr. Eddah, Mr. Babait, Mr. Asfari and Mr. Laroussi declared that they were not 

present in the camp on the 8th of November26 27. Further, Mr. El Bakay, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. 

Lefkir, Mr. Eddaf, Mr. Ezzaoui and Mr. Sbaai declared that they were present in the camp on 

the 8th of November, and testified to the dismantlement and the use of force from the law 

enforcement28. The ones arrested in the camp or on their way back to El Aaiún includes Mr. 

Bani, Mr. Ettaki, Mr. Bourial and Mr. Banga29.  

 

In the comments made by the State on the report of the Special Rapporteur, Juan E. Méndez, in 

his mission to Morocco, Morocco placed forward arguments in favour of trying civilians (i.e. 

the group of Gdeim Izik) in a Military tribunal30. In paragraph 103, the State outlined that:  

 

ñConcerning the trial of persons within the framework of the events relating to the 

dismantling of the Gdeim Izik camp in November 2010, and to the statement that ñthe 

24 Sahrawi civilians are being tried before a military court for their alleged role in the 

violent clashesò, the Moroccan authorities state that these people are not sued ñfor 

their alleged role in the violent clashesò but for very precise criminal charges in 

accordance with the provisions of the Penal Code.ò 

 

As outlined by the State, the group is not facing accusations based upon their role in the violent 

clashes, i.e. a group crime, but are prosecuted and followed for ñprecise criminal chargesò, and 

are pursued for violation of art. 293, art. 129 and art. 267 of the Moroccan penal code31. These 

articles relate to a crime committed against public property and law enforcement personnel. 

The group can not be condemned after these articles without sufficient clear criminal evidence 

linking the accused to the alleged committed crime, and the crime committed must have been 

committed against public property or law enforcement personnel in their line of duty. 

                                                 
25 It can be noted that the Gdeim Izik camp consisted of around 20.000 inhabitants. An exact number 

does not exist.  
26 The evidence proving that the accused were present in the camp is the police reports and the 

testimonies of the police men, and of Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, which I regard as illegal evidence. 
27 It can be noted that I find it proven that the camp was placed under a siege on the 7th of November. 

As such, civilians were prohibited from travelling from El Aaiún to the Gdeim Izik camp or vice versa 
on the 7th of November and on the 8th of November 2010.   
28 It can be noted that I find it proven that the inhabitants in the camp were attacked with the use of 

rubber bullets, hot-water cannons, tear-gas, truncheons and stones during the early hours of the 8th of 
November, when the inhabitants of the camp were still sleeping.  
29 Four of the accused were arrested the 8th of November in the camp, or on their way back to El 

Aaiún. The rest of the group were arrested after the dismantlement of the camp, or prior, as the case of 

Mr. Asfari, which were arrested on the 7th of November.  
30 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco: comments by the State on the report of the Special 

Rapporteur. A/HRC/22/53/Add.5  
31 See appendix 2 for a listing of article 293, 294, 129 and 267 of the Moroccan Penal Code.  
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The court has thus an obligation to lay forward material evidence against the accused, 

in order to condemn them, as the mere presence of the accused in the camp is not sufficient, as 

the accusations are not linked to their ñalleged role in the violent clashesò.  

 

The court of Appeal in Salé condemned the accused for charges related to the forming of a 

criminal organization as stipulated in art. 293 of the Moroccan penal code, with sentences 

stipulated in art. 294. It follows from art. 293 of the Moroccan penal code that, 

 

ñToute association ou entente, quelle que soient sa dur®e et le nombre de ses membres, 

formée ou établie dans le but de préparer ou de commettre des crimes contre les 

personnes ou les propri®t®s, constitue le crime dôassociation de malfaiteurs qui existe 

par le seul fait de la resolution dôagir arr°t®e en commun.ò  

 

In order to condemn the accused pursuant to art. 293 of the Moroccan penal code, the court 

must find it proven that a prior agreement to attack the law enforcement and public property 

existed between the accused. This agreement must be clear and indisputable, and proven by 

material criminal evidence.  

 

The prosecutor pleaded in his final arguments that several of the accused served as leaders, 

some as commanders and some as soldiers, proven by the phone recordings, the police reports 

and the witnesses which identified the accused, and that they had agreed and planned to attack 

the law enforcement on the 8th of November. However, it remains clear that the prosecutor has 

not proven that such a prior agreement was constituted between the accused. As several reports 

conclude, and as all the accused urge, the Gdeim Izik camp was a peaceful protest camp which 

consisted of children, women, men and elderly, and that the clashes that occurred were a 

consequence of the intervention of the law enforcement in the early hours on the 8th of 

November. Considering these facts, I find it proven that the camp was not a criminal 

organization, but a demonstration in response to the unemployment and poverty in the occupied 

territories of Western Sahara.  

 

The Court of Appeal in Salé have further condemned the accused for violence towards members 

of the law enforcement, which lead to death, as stipulated in art. 267 of the Moroccan penal 

code, or for participation to murder after art. 129 in relation to art. 267 of the Moroccan penal 

code. Whether sufficient evidence has been placed forward is directly linked to which articles 

the charges are based upon, and thus which terms the article stipulates. It follows from art. 267 

of the Moroccan penal code that 

 

ñEst puni de lôemprisonnement de trois mois ¨ deux ans, quiconque commet des 

violences ou voies de fait envers un magistrat, un fonctionnaire public, un commandant 

ou agent de la force publique dans lôexercice de ses fonctions ou ¨ lôoccasion de cet 

exercice.éò.  

 

The article thereafter divides into severity of the crime, dividing between causing damage, 

severe damage, death without intention to kill and death with intention to kill. Art. 267 

paragraph 1 stipulates several conditions that must be fulfilled to condemn an accused after this 

article, and the article stipulates a condition of cause and effect by stating that someone must 

ñcommet des violencesò. As for the charges upon participation, the court must similarly prove 
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a cause and consequence relation between the act committed, and the outcome, as it follows 

from art. 129 of the Moroccan Penal Code32.  

As in relation to the decision from the Court of Cassation regarding this case, the 

Military Court of Rabat had not proven how the different detainees had committed the violence, 

as the reports from the police and military was not sufficient evidence to prove a cause and 

effect relation or the exact crime committed.  

 

It is clear that violent clashes occurred between the inhabitants of the camp and the law 

enforcement in the early hours on the 8th of November 2010, after the law enforcement 

advanced towards the Gdeim Izik camp in order to dismantle the gathering of the Saharawi 

population (around 20.000 people). From the declarations given by the accused in March, I also 

find it proven that the inhabitants in the camp were attacked with the use of rubber bullets, hot-

water cannons, tear-gas, truncheons and stones, and I find it proven that some of the inhabitants 

of the camp defended themselves with the usage of stones and knives. I also find it proven that, 

as panic took over, clashes between the army and the protesters ensued, which lead to casualties 

and injuries on both sides.  

The prosecutor has however not placed forward any further evidence that proves how 

the different accused have committed the violence, and the lack of evidence against the accused 

in this relation is blatant. The sole piece of evidence that describe the act committed by each of 

the accused are the police records/reports. These police records can not be used as criminal 

evidence against an accused, and I regard them as illegal evidence, and the usage of them as a 

breach to art. 15 of the Torture Convention, and article 14 of the ICCPR. 

Further, the different accused and their alleged committed crime described in the police 

reports are not linked to a specific victim. As such, during the oral evaluation of the evidence 

file, the prosecutor did not link the accused to the crime, and has not proven how, when, and 

who killed 11 members of the law enforcement which the accused are charged of murdering. 

During the final arguments laid out by the prosecutor, the prosecutor declared that the cause 

and effect relation was proven by the police reports and the autopsy report33. In this regard, the 

defence34 declared during their final arguments that they did not have access to the autopsy 

reports35, and the autopsy reports were never presented to the court.  

 

Sufficient evidence was not presented by the prosecution, and the prosecutor has not succeeded 

in proving beyond reasonable doubt that the ones accused are the culprits, as several of the 

accused are solely facing evidence related to the conducted reports from the police and the 

gendarmerie, in absence of material evidence. The court has therefore condemned the accused 

without sufficient evidence, as there exist no material evidence showing how the detainees 

allegedly committed the crimes that they were found to have committed.  

                                                 
32 See appendix 2 for a listing of article 293, 294, 129 and 267 of the Moroccan Penal Code. 
33 The autopsy report does not document the crime nor links the crime to any specific individual or act. 

The autopsy report entails to my knowledge the confirmation of a victim, and his/hers status as a 

member of the law enforcement.  
34 i.e. the by the court appointed defense attorneys. The initial defense team had access to the reports, 

and had to my knowledge prepared a counter expertise.  
35 See appendix 1, day 27, for a summary of the final arguments by the defense.  
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6.3 The witnesses   

6.3.1 The witnesses for the defence  

The first supportive witness was Mr. Hassan Dhalil36 for Mr. Toubali. Mr. Dhalil declared that 

he visited Mr. Toubali on the 7th of November in the hospital, and that he left the hospital around 

midnight, and then visited Mr. Toubali again around 7 a.m. on the 8th of November. Mr. Dhalil 

declared that he found Mr. Toubali in a critical condition, and declared that Mr. Toubali could 

not move on the morning of the 8th of November. Mr. Dhalil declared that the testimony of 

former parliament member Mrs. Gajmoulla could verify his declarations. Mrs. Gajmoulla was 

not admitted as a witness to the court case. The declaration is however supported by the medical 

records of Mr. Toubali presented to the court. I find no reason to discredit the testimony given 

by Mr. Dhalil, and deem him as a credible witness. I find it substantiated that Mr. Toubali was 

in a critical condition on the morning of the 8th of November and that he, due to his health 

condition, could not have been present in the camp during the clashes.  

 

The second supportive witness, Mr. Mohammed Embark Hallab37, explained that the camp was 

under a siege on the 7th of November. Mr. Mohammed Embark Hallab declared that on the eve 

of the 7th of November, he and other civil servants, among them Mr. Zeyou, organized a meeting 

where they planned to hold a demonstration the following Monday, on the 8th of November. 

Mr. Hallab declared that it would be impossible for Mr. Zeyou to travel to the camp, and thus 

commit the crimes he is accused of, since the camp was under a siege.  

That the camp was placed under a siege by the governmental forces is supported by 

several of the declarations given by the accused. Especially by the testimony given by Mr. 

Eddah and Mr. Zeyou38. Mr. Hassan Eddah declared that he on the 7th November was 

documenting the siege, and that he was reporting an incident where a caravan was stopped at 

the checkpoint of the gendarmerie from entering the camp. Mr. Zeyou declared that the camp 

was placed under a siege by the governmental forces on the 7th of November, and that he had 

attended a meeting concerning the siege on the 7th of November in the city of El Aaiún. I find 

it substantiated that Mr. Zeyou could not have been in the camp in the morning of the 8th of 

November. I also find it proven that the camp was placed under a siege on the 7th of November.  

 

The third support witness, Mr. Brahim Hamed39, declared that Mr. Lakfawni was abducted from 

his family house, and that he witnessed Mr. Lakfawni being arrested out on the street by several 

police officers both in uniform and with civil clothes. This statement constituted a contradiction 

to the declaration made by Mr. Lakfawni, whereas Mr. Lakfawni himself declared that he was 

thrown out of the window. The witness confirmed that Mr. Lakfawni and himself were not in 

the same house when the police raided his home. I find no reason to believe that this testimony 

is not credible, and thus find it substantiated that Mr. Lakfawni was abducted by the public 

forces when the police raided his cousins house.  

 

                                                 
36 See appendix 1, day 13, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Hassan Dhalil.  
37 See appendix 1, day 13, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Mohammed Embark Hallab.  
38 See appendix 1, day 10, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Eddah, and day 7 for a 

summary of the declaration given by Mr. Zeyou.  
39 See appendix 1, day 13, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Brahim Hamed.  
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The fourth supportive witness, Mr. Mohamed Selmani40, declared that Mr. Eênama Asfari was 

abducted from his family house on the 7th of November. The testimony of Mr. Mohammed 

Selmani was supported by the testimony of Mr. Bachir Salmani41. In addition, several of the 

accused have also stated that Mr. Asfari was abducted on the 7th of November, whereas Mr. 

Bourial told about how he, on November 7th, was approached by the chief of police in El Aaiún 

who told him that ñI got E°nama Asfari tonight, tomorrow I will get youò42.  

I find no reason to believe that the testimonies given by Mr. Mohamed Selmani, Mr. 

Bachir Salmani and Mr. Bourial is not credible, and thus find it proven that Mr. Eênama Asfari 

was in fact taken into custody on the evening of the 7th of November43.  

In accordance with the testimony given by Mr. Hassan Dhalil, I also find it proven that 

the camp was under a siege on the 7th of November until the dismantlement. Consequently, Mr. 

Asfari could not have been present on the scene of the crime.  

 

The fifth supportive witness, Mr. Brahim Hamya44, declared that Mr. Laaroussi was abducted 

from his family home in Boujdour, and that he had informed the government about the 

abduction, and that he was not informed of his family member in accordance with law. I regard 

the testimony as credible, and thus, find it proven that Mr. Laaroussi was abducted, and that his 

family was not informed about his arrest nor his location.  

 

In conclusion, I regard the witnesses as credible, and find that the testimonies from Mr. Hassan 

Dhalil, Mr. Mohammed Embark Hallab, Mr. Brahim Hamed, Mr. Mohamed Selmani and 

Brahim Hamya, prove that Mr. Asfari was abducted on the 7th of November, that Mr. Toubali 

was in hospital on the 7th of November and in a critical condition on the 8th of November, and 

that both Mr. Lakfawni and Mr. Laaroussi were abducted with force by the public forces. 

Further that Mr. Zeyou was in El Aaiún on the 7th of November, and lastly that the camp was 

under a siege on the 7th of November until the dismantlement of the camp.  

6.3.2 The witnesses for the prosecution office 

6.3.2.1 The witnesses for the prosecution office which testify about the events that happened on 

the 8th of November, without identifying any of the accused.  

Several witnesses45 testified during the proceedings conducted in May about what happened on 

the morning of the 8th of November. The witnesses that described the events of the 8th 

November were Mr. Rahil Mohammed, Mr. Nordin Lassere, Mr. Aziz Kabir, Mr. Ridam Halwi, 

Mr. Mustafa Zeynon, Mr. Tarik Hajri, Mr. Zakaria Raiss, Mr. Abdeljalil Laktari, Mr. Morad 

Haddi, Mr. Mohamed Sahnoun, Mr. Abdeljalil Chakouch, Mr. Ashrad Mchich, Mr. Ahmed 

Hamidou, Mr. Redoam Lawini, Mr. Mohamed Dghigh and Mr. Kamal Rouki.  

                                                 
40 See appendix 1, day 16, for a summary of the testimony given by Mr. Mohamed Selmani.  
41 See appendix 1, day 16, for a summary of the testimony given by Mr. Bachir Salmani.  
42 See appendix 1, day 8, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Bourial. 
43 It can be noted that the only evidence proving that Mr. Asfari was arrested in the camp on the 8th of 

November is the police report and the testimony given from the police officer which conducted the 

report. I regard this evidence as illegal evidence.  
44 See appendix 1, day 18, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Brahim Hamya.  
45 Note that the defense was prohibited from presenting witnesses meeting the declarations made by 

these witnesses, and that the case file suffers from a lack of clarification upon what happened on the 

8th of November 2010.  
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The witnesses described the dismantlement of the camp during the early hours on the 8th of 

November 2010. It is evident that violent clashes occurred between the inhabitants of the camp 

and the civil forces. It is also evident that the civil forces were attacked with rocks and that 

some inhabitants were carrying knives. Further, that the civil forces were ordered to dismantle 

the camp, and that the inhabitants resisted the dismantlement by defending themselves. One of 

the witnesses declared that the civil forces were given orders to dismantle the camp within one 

hour. It is however equally evident that it is impossible to dismantle a camp consisting of 20.000 

people peacefully and in an orderly manner in one hour.  

 Several of the witnesses declare that they were only carrying riot-gear, and that their 

only mission was to help and facilitate the evacuation, and that the only casualties were the 

deaths of the 11 members of the civil forces. I question the interrogation line presented from 

the preceding judge regarding these witnesses. Two of the witnesses were abruptly interrupted 

by the civil part and the preceding judge when the witnesses started to describe what kind of 

weapons they were carrying. Consequently, our knowledge of the weaponry is still rather 

inadequate.  

Further, these statements stand in contradiction to the testimonies of the accused which 

claim that the civil forces attacked the camp in the early morning with the use of rubber bullets, 

hot-water cannons, tear-gas, truncheons and stones, whilst it was still dark, and that chaos broke 

out since the camp consisted mainly of children, women and elderly, and that casualties 

occurred on both sides. In this regard, I find it doubtful that the civil forces did not attack back, 

and I find it probable that the clashes resulted in causalities and injuries on both sides.  

 

Regardless, these witnesses did not identify any of the accused nor testified to any crimes 

committed by the accused, and their declarations have therefore no relevance to the accusations 

placed forward. Furthermore, the accused were prohibited from placing forward questions due 

to the lack of identification. Consequently, the accused were not given the right to question 

these witnesses and defend themselves, nor were the defence able to place forward their own 

witnesses describing the crime scene.  

 

In conclusion, these witnesses do not identify any of the accused and do not link the accused to 

the crime. Thus, the declarations are therefore not to be regarded as proof to any crime and 

cannot be given weight in the final evidence review.  

6.3.2.2 The witnesses for the prosecution office which testify about the events that happened on 

the 8th of November, and who identify the accused.  

At the outset, I wish to highlight that, as evaluated in paragraph 8.4.1., the identification process 

constitutes a violation of the presumption of innocence and breaches several procedural 

norms46. As such, the identification of the different accused can not be used as evidence against 

them. It should also be noted that the witnesses that said that they could identify the accused do 

not appear in an earlier stage of the investigation process prior to their testimony given at the 

Court of Appeal in 201747.  

                                                 
46 In sum, all the accused were subjected to identification by the witnesses which identified the 

accused, except for Mr. Eddah, Mr. Ettaki and Mr. El Ayubi. Note that all the accused were subjected 

to identification by the police officers.  
47 Information from defense attorney M. Ingrid Metton and M. Olfa Ouled, and confirmed by Isabel 
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The witness Mr. Faisal El Malazi48 identified Mr. Bani as the driver of the car. The witness had 

not witnessed the arrest of Mr. Bani, but claimed that he could identify the driver, and declared 

that the car overthrown them and that the car came in a high speed. The witness could not 

describe the driver beforehand, and the identification was performed by calling four of the 

accused to stand in front of the witness. Mr. Malazi thereafter identified Mr. Bani amongst the 

four detainees brought in front of him.  

 During the declaration given by Mr. Faisal El Malazi, the defence was prohibited from 

sufficiently cross-examining the witness. However, the declaration of Mr. Faisal El Malazi 

entails several holes, as the witness could not clarify how the car had hit him or how the car 

had stopped and how the car surprised them. Furthermore, I question how the witness could 

identify Mr. Bani, but not describe his appearances. I do not find the testimony given by Mr. 

Faisal El Malazi as credible, and I question in particular how Mr. Faisal El Malazi was able to 

identify Mr. Bani amongst four of the accused 7 years after the incident.  

 

The witness Mr. Hamid Omalish49 stated that he was not sure if it was Mr. Bani who run over 

a member of the civil force with his car after being confronted with pictures of the accused, but 

changed his answer after repeated questions by the judge. Ranging from ñI am not sureò, to ñI 

am almost sureò, to ñwith 90 % certaintyò. I regard this line of questioning as guiding the 

witness, and I deem the testimony as not credible.  

In conclusion, as I do not find the testimony given by Mr. Hamid Omalish and Mr. 

Faisal El Malazi credible and the identification as inadmissible, I do not find it substantiated 

that Mr. Bani was the driver of the car which allegedly attacked the civil forces which lead to 

one death, but I find it substantiated that Mr. Bani was arrested in his car on the 8th of November 

on his way back to El Aaiún, as in line with his declarations.  

 

The witness Mr. Farouk Arika50 declared that a Toyota had driven towards them, but was 

stopped by a Jeep. The defence was prohibited to follow up with questions in this regard. Mr. 

Farouk Reika identified Mr. Boutinguiza when being exposed to the pictures of the accused. 

Mr. Reika declared that he was about 60% sure that it was Mr. Boutinguiza that hit him with a 

car, but that he was uncertain of which out of three of the accused it was, and could not point 

out only one. Due to the lack of certainty, I deem the testimony given by Mr. Farouk Reika as 

not credible, and the identification as inadmissible.  

 

Mr. Raiss Zakaria identified Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Deich Eddaf and 

Mr. Asfari as persons who had travelled through the gendarmerie checkpoint where he worked. 

Mr. Abdeljalil Chakhouck identified Mr. Bourial and Mr. Banga but declared that he did not 

witness them commit any crimes. Mr. Hmaida Akrach identified Mr. Ezzaoui as one of the 

inhabitants in the camp. Mr. Hamid Omalish identified further Mr. Lefkir as an inhabitant in 

the camp. In line with the declarations given by the accused, several of the accused lived and 

visited the camp of Gdeim Izik on a regular basis. I do not regard the testimonies given by Mr. 

Raiss Zakaria, Mr. Abdeljalil Chakhouck, Mr. Hmaida Akrach and Mr. Omalish as relevant for 

                                                 
Lourenço and Rosario Garcia Diaz, international observers.  
48 See appendix 1, day 14, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Faisal El Malazi.  
49 See appendix 1, day 19, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Hamid Omalish.  
50 See appendix 1, day 19, for a summary of the identification made by Mr. Arika.  
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the final evaluation of the evidence, as they do not testify to any crimes committed.  

 

Three witnesses (Mr. Hossini Lemtioui51, Mr. Mohammed Choujaa52 and Mr. Yames 

Hrouchi53) declared that they lived in the Gdeim Izik camp and made declarations describing 

the camp in detail (organisation and security forces), and identified several of the accused. They 

identified among others Mr. Eênama Asfari as the leader of the camp, and Mr. Laaroussi as the 

head of the security forces, and both Mr. Lefkir and Mr. Ezzaoui as spokespersons in the camp. 

These witnesses also identified several of the detainees as the ones attacking the civil forces, or 

as the ones distributing weapons and giving orders to the inhabitants.  

 Firstly, these declarations made by Mr. Lemtioui, Mr. Choujaa and Mr. Hrouchi are in 

line with the declarations submitted into the police reports, which the accused claim are falsified 

against them, and which are to be regarded as illegal evidence. It must be noted that the 

detainees urge that these testimonies are falsified. In this regard, it is the responsibility of the 

court to investigate whether a declaration is falsified and where the witnesses come from.  

 Secondly, these witnesses have not been interrogated in the investigative phase of the 

case, nor been heard of in the earlier stages of this court case, which began in the Military Court 

of Rabat in 2013. Regarding the credibility of these witnesses, the fact that the witnesses could 

only name and identify the accused, but not describe them or their facial expression, is 

questionable. I question in particular why Mr. Hossini Lemtioui, Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, Mr. 

Yames Hrouchi could not name any of their neighbours in the camp nor any other inhabitants 

that they had spent their time with, and how they were able to describe the camp in such details. 

They were only able to name the detainees, and they declared that they spent 22 days alone in 

their tent. The prosecutor has not explained where these witnesses come from, and as such I 

regard these testimonies as inadmissible, and question whether these witnesses have been 

subjected to instructions. Furthermore, during the declaration given by Mr. Hossini Lemtioui, 

Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, Mr. Yames Hrouchi, the defence was prohibited from sufficiently 

cross-examining the witnesses. 

 

In conclusion, I regard the testimonies given by the witnesses which could identify the detainees 

to lack necessary credibility and as thus of being of a weak evidence value. As evaluated in 

paragraph 8.4.1., the identification process constitutes a violation of the presumption of 

innocence and breaches several procedural norms. The identification of the different detainees, 

is therefore not to be regarded as evidence against them54. The identification can therefore not 

                                                 
51 See appendix 1, day 17, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Hossini Lemtioui. Mr. Lemtioui 

identified Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Banga, Mr. Eddaf, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Ezzaoui and Mr. 

Laaroussi with the usage of photos. For a summary of the identification process, see appendix 1, day 
19.  
52See appendix 1, day 15, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Mohammed Choujaa. Mr. Choujaa 

identified Mr. Bourial, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Leymjeyid, 
Mr. Eddaf, Mr, Ezzaoui, Mr. Abbahah, Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Banga, Mr. Bani, Mr. Toubali, 

Mr. El Bakay, Mr. Babait, Mr. El Bachir Khadda, Mr. Thalil and Mr. Zeyou.  
53 See appendix 1, day 19, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Yames Hrouchi. Mr. Hrouchi identified 

Mr. Babait, Mr. Eddaf, Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Toubali, Mr. Lemjeiyd, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Laaroussi 

and Mr. Boutinguiza.  
54 In sum, all the accused were subjected to identification by the witnesses which identified the 

accused, except for Mr. Eddah, Mr. Ettaki and Mr. El Ayubi. Note that all the accused were subjected 

to identification by the police officers.  
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be given weight in the final evaluation of the evidence, and I urge the need for investigation 

upon where these witnesses originate from, and whether the witnesses have declared falsified 

testimonies, or been subjected to instructions.  

6.4. The confiscated elements 

The confiscated elements was transported into the courtroom in two see-through iron cages 

without numbering or proper concealing on the 8th of May. The confiscated elements entail 19 

telephones/walkie-talkies, three axes, and four knives/machetes. Several of the accused were 

confronted with individual confiscated elements.  

 

The detainees declared that these confiscated elements do not belong to them, and that the 

elements were not found on them upon arrest.  

 The defence claims that the confiscated elements were not presented in the same manner 

in the Military Court of Rabat in 2013, and that there were no means to make sure that this case-

file in fact were the same case-file that was presented in the Military Court. Two international 

observers present at the Military Court confirm that the evidence was not presented in the same 

manner, and that the confiscated elements were packed differently55. It is thus apparent that the 

chain of custody has not been respected, and that the risk of contamination is evident.  

Furthermore, it is obvious that the different objects have been subjected to a treatment 

not consisting with procedural norms regarding the handling of evidence. There are several 

reasons behind this statement. Firstly, none of the different objects are labelled correctly with 

numbering. Second, there exist no crime scene photographs concerning the different pieces of 

elements. Third, there are no notes from the initial investigation. Fourth, none of the objects are 

packed securely.  

In addition, none of the objects contain fingerprints or DNA evidence. It remains 

unknown whom the owners of the objects are, how they were confiscated, where they were 

confiscated and who confiscated the different elements.  

As in accordance with the burden of proof, I do not find it proven that these confiscated 

elements belong to the accused. The confiscated elements must be discarded as evidence as 

they are inadmissible due to their mistreatment and lack of chain of custody.  

6.5. The movie  

On the 18th of May, a movie was shown in court, filmed from the air, portraying the violent 

clashes that occurred between the inhabitants of the camp and the civil forces on the 8th of 

November 201056. The movie portrayed several images from the clashes around the camp, and 

showed both the inhabitants throwing stones and wounded members of the civil forces. The 

movie does not prove or show any of the accused committing a crime, and the movie does not 

show a link between the accused and the alleged crimes that they committed57.  

 

The movie commenced by portraying pictures. The pictures showed Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Asfari, Mr. 

Lemjeyid, Mr. Thalil, Mr. Banga and Mr. Ismaili in different positions in the Sahrawi refugee 

                                                 
55 Confirmed by Isabel Lourenço and Rosario Garcia Diaz, international observers. 
56 It should be noted that the defense was prohibited from presenting a movie of their own, meeting the 

movie from the prosecution.  
57 See appendix 1, day 20, for a detailed summary of the movie portrayed in court. 
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camps in Algeria, with members of the Polisario Front. I do not regard these pictures as material 

evidence to a criminal offence.  

 

The movie commenced by portraying details about five accused that the prosecutor claimed 

could be identified in the movie.  

The first accused identified was Mr. Mohammed Bani. The movie portrayed images of 

Mr. Bani being arrested from his car, and transported away. The movie did not portray an 

incident or a crime committed. As such, the movie portrays the car prior and after the alleged 

committed crime, but not during. Mr. Mohammed Bani declared during the proceedings held 

in March that he was arrested in his car on his way to El Aaiún in the early hours on the 8th of 

November. Mr. Bani furthermore declared that his car was hit with stones that broke his 

windshield, that he stopped his car and was hit with a stone to his head. The movie does not 

contradict the statement of Mr. Bani, and I do not find it proven that Mr. Bani was attacking 

the public forces, but I find it substantiated that Mr. Bani was arrested in his car on his way to 

El Aaiún.  

 The second accused identified in the movie was Mr. Mohammed Bourial. Mr. Bourial 

was identified in the movie as a man wearing a yellow scarf, and the movie portrayed Mr. 

Bourial sitting on the ground whilst being arrested and after his arrest in a car being asked his 

name and answering. One cannot identify any crimes committed. The movie is in line with the 

declaration given by Mr. Bourial, and it is thus proven that he was arrested on the 8th of 

November in the camp of Gdeim Izik. As the movie does not portray any links between Mr. 

Bourial and the accused crime, I regard the movie as evidence supporting the declaration given 

by Mr. Bourial.  

 The movie also claims to identify Mr. Toubali, Mr. Babait and Mr. Boutinguiza, by the 

usage of circles. It was not possible to identify the men which were encircled, and thus it is not 

known whether the men marked in the movie are in fact Mr. Toubali58, Mr. Babait and Mr. 

Boutinguiza59. One of the circles identifies a person as Mr. Boutanguiza standing next to Mr 

Bourial. It should be noted that the real height difference between Mr. Bourial and Mr. 

Boutanguiza is substantial and not in accordance with the height difference between the two 

persons encircled in the movie. I therefore do not regard these identifications as admissible 

evidence against Mr. Toubali, Mr. Babait and Mr. Boutinguiza.  

 

In conclusion, the movie proves that violent clashes did occur between the inhabitants of the 

camp and the law enforcement on the 8th of November 2010, but does not prove any crimes 

committed by any of the accused.  

6.6. Phone recordings and travel routes  

The prosecutor invoked on the 18th of May to submit a report into the evidence file showing the 

travel route for several of the accused. The prosecution presented a report concerning the 

movements of the different accused which had travelled to Algeria in September and October 

                                                 
58 It should be noted that I find it proven that Mr. Toubali was hospitalized on the 7th of November, 

and in a critical condition on the 8th of November, and thus not present in the Gdeim Izik camp during 

the dismantlement.  
59 It should be noted that Mr. Babait and Mr. Boutinguiza declared that they were not present in the 

Gdeim Izik camp on the 8th of November.  
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201060. As in accordance with the testimonies given by the accused, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Banga, 

Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Lemjeiyd and Mr. Lakfawni, attended a human rights 

convention in Algeria, and thus travelled to Algeria and visited the Tindouf camps in 2010. I 

do not find the report upon movement relevant for the charges placed forward, nor that they 

constitute any form of criminal evidence.  

 

The prosecution informed the court on the 18th of May that the prosecutor of El Aaiún had 

issued a warrant on the 12th of October 2010 for surveillance and tapping of the phone of Mr. 

Asfari, and that this was new evidence for the prosecutor in Rabat61. The warrant concerned 

tapping of the phones of Mr. Asfari, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Eddah, and 

Mr. Deich Eddaf.  

 

Both the civil party and the prosecutor invoked the report with transcriptions on phone calls 

between several of the detainees and members of the Polisario Front as evidence for the 

formation of a criminal gang. The prosecutor stated that the accused had criminal intent to 

destabilize the region, and that this was proven by the phone recordings. The prosecutor stated 

further that the transcripts from the phone recordings proved that a prior agreement existed 

between the accused, as the defendants had collaborated with parties representing foreign 

interests. The prosecutor stated that the phone transcripts proved that (1) establishment of the 

camp was planned in correlation with Polisario and Polisarioôs then responsible for affairs in 

the occupied territories, Mr. Omar Bulsan, (2) the accused made sure that no agreement was 

reached with the government after orders from Mr. Bulsan, and (3) that the accused did not 

inform the inhabitants about the ongoing negotiations, and encouraged the inhabitants to resist 

an intervention62.  

The prosecutor commented on the different phone calls on the 12th of June, which concerns six 

of the accused63. The prosecutor read parts of the phone transcripts, and did not read entire 

phrases nor enlightened the court upon the context of the alleged phone conversations.  

The prosecutor recited a phone transcripts allegedly between Mr. Asfari and Mr. Dhalil. 

Mr Dhalil is to have told Mr. Asfari to pay attention to the media coverage of the UN Special 

Envoy to Western Sahara, Mr. Christopher Ross, and told Mr. Asfari that the camp was not 

separated from a report delivered to Mr. Ross. Mr. Asfari informed Mr. Dhalil that he travelled 

towards the camp, and informed that the rest of the group followed him in cars.  

The second phone transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Asfari and 

Mr. Bulsan where the prosecutor read up that Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Asfari to gather the young 

influential people, and that Mr. Asfari stated that the mass destruction weapons were ready. 

The third transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Sbaai and Mr. 

Bulsan where Mr. Sbaai stated in response to the question of Mr. Bulsan that everything went 

according to plan, and that they had established the security forces and made checkpoints, and 

that he was in control of searching the vehicles entering the camps.  

                                                 
60 Concerning Mr. Asfari, Mr. Eddah, Mr. Banga, Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Lemjeyid 

and Mr. Lakfawni. 
61 See appendix 1, day 20, for a summary of the presentation of the phone recordings.  
62 See appendix 1, day 25, for a summary of the final arguments from the prosecutor upon the phone 

recordings.  
63 The phone recordings concern Mr. Asfari, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Eddah, Mr. Lefkir and Mr. 

Bourial 
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The fourth transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Sbaai and Mr. 

Bulsan where Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Sbaai to count the number of activists in the camp, and to 

mobilize them.  

The fifth transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Lakfawni and Mr. 

Bulsan, where Mr. Lakfawni ensured Mr. Bulsan that they had everything under control, and 

Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Burial to continue gaining time.  

The sixth transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Bourial and Mr. 

Bulsan, where Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Bourial to not negotiate with ñthemò and to hinder them 

from entering the camp, and use maximum time.  

The seventh transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Bourial and Mr. 

Bulsan, where Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Burial to put pressure on the negotiations.  

The eight transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Eddah and Mr. 

Bulsan, where Mr. Eddah informed Mr. Bulsan that they were prohibiting the governor and the 

sheiks from entering the camp.  

The ninth transcript relates to a conversation allegedly between Mr. Lefkir and Mr. 

Bulsan, where Mr. Bulsan told Mr. Lefkir to not give any final solutions in the negotiations. 

 

Firstly, new evidence should not have been submitted at this stage, nearly seven months after 

the opening of the court case. Neither the defence, nor the accused have had the opportunity to 

review or meet this new evidence. Similarly, this evidence has not been part of the case file 

during the last seven years. The phone recordings or transcripts were not presented to the 

Military Court in 2013, nor to the investigation judge. Furthermore, the evidence has been 

presented seven years after the arrests of the detainees and seven years after the alleged phone 

conversations took place. Thus, the way the phone recordings were presented constituted a 

breach to the right to defence, i.e. to meet the evidence.  

Second, there is no telling who have conducted the phone recordings, and which 

authority that had the phone recordings in their evidence file. When the phone transcripts were 

presented to the court, none of the records were enveloped securely, and the chain of custody 

was absent, whereas the prosecutor refused to place forward the original evidence (i.e. the audio 

recordings of the phone calls).  

 Third, these reports entail transcriptions of phone conversations allegedly between the 

accused and members of the Polisario. These conversations were conducted in Hassaniya, but 

presented in Moroccan Arabic by the prosecutor. The prosecutor declared that the translation 

of the phone conversations from Hassaniya to Moroccan Arabic was conducted by himself.  

 

Concerning both reports, I do not find these reports relevant to the accusations placed forward 

by the prosecution office. The admittance of these records will thus be a violation of the right 

to private life since the presentation of the personal information in this regard does not entail a 

legitimate aim, as the reports are not relevant to the charges the accused are pursued after. 

Concerning, the phone recordings, I find the report inadmissible due to the lack of chain of 

custody, and since the accused have not been able to meet the new evidence.  
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7. The Torture Convention  

7.1. Introductory remarks  

Morocco has ratified the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

Treatment and Punishment of 1984 (1993). Article 293 of the Criminal Code of Procedure 

prohibits the use of ñconfessionsò obtained through torture and other ill-treatment, stating that 

a ñconfessionò obtained through ñviolence or coercion shall not be considered as evidence by 

the courtò.  

 

The United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention visited 22 of the members in the 

Group of Gdeim Izik in 201364. The United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 65 

concluded after visiting Morocco and Western Sahara in December 2013 that, 

 

ñThe Moroccan criminal judicial system relies heavily on confessions as the main 

evidence to support conviction. Complaints received by the Working Group indicate the 

use of torture by State officials to obtain evidence or confessions during initial 

questioning. Courts and prosecutors do not comply with their obligation to initiate an 

ex officio investigation whenever there are reasonable grounds to believe that a 

confession has been obtained through the use of torture and ill-treatment.ò 

 

The report issued from the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment, Juan E. Méndez, highlights similarly the usage of confessions 

extracted under torture. It is written in paragraph 6666 of the report that, 

 

ñWith regard to the events surrounding the closure of the Gdeim Izik camp in November 

2010, the Special Rapporteur is concerned that 25 Sahrawi civilians are being tried 

before a military court for their alleged role in the violent clashes that occurred in 

Western Sahara. The Special Rapporteur received testimonies of torture and ill-

treatment, including rape and deteriorating health conditions of some of the detainees 

due to the prison conditions. The trial was repeatedly postponed without reasons 

provided by the court. On 17 February 2013 the military court issued its verdict by 

rejecting all requests to investigate the allegations of torture and refusing to order 

medical examinations in relation to the allegations of rape raised by several of the 

defendants. The military court did not issue a written judgment. The Special Rapporteur 

expresses concern regarding the fact that the allegations of torture and ill- treatment 

during the almost two years of pretrial detention have not been investigated.ò 

 

With regards to the ñGroup Gdeim Izikò, several reports conclude that all the prisoners have 

                                                 
64 Mr. Laroussi declared that he was placed with the common criminals during the visit due to his 

health condition during the visit from the Working Group of Arbitrary Detention. See Appendix 1, day 

12.  
65 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on its visit to Morocco (9-18 December 2013). 

A/HRC/27/48/Add.5.  
66 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2.  
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been subject to comprehensive torture both during detention and during the imprisonment. The 

reports also conclude that the confessions used as evidence in Rabat Military Court on the 17th 

of February 201367 were obtained through torture.  

 

A key report that can be regarded as having legal authority on the application of the Convention 

against Torture, which is binding to Morocco, is the recent decision dated 12 December 2016 

from The Committee against Torture (CAT) regarding the case of E°nama Asfari 

(CAT/C/59/D/606/2014) 68. 

 CAT clearly states that Morocco was in violation of multiple articles listed in the 

Convention against torture. Including torture during arrest and interrogation (art.1); failure to 

investigate (art.12); violation of the right to complain (art.13); obligation to compensate and 

reparation (art.14); usage of confessions obtained through torture (art. 15); and inhuman 

treatment in detention (art. 16). As such, the decision clearly states that Eênama Asfari has 

suffered under violent torture, and that the government has refrained from investigating this.  

The Court on the other hand refused to regard the CAT-decision as evidence, or in any 

way as a legal document.  

7.2. Torture allegations  

This paragraph summarises the alleged torture committed against the accused. The 

information is taken from the ACOSOP Report upon torture from the Military Court of Rabat 

in 2013 and from the declarations given by the accused in the Appeal Court in Salé in March 

201769.  

 

Several of the accused claim that they were tortured in front of the judge, and forced, 

pressured, and/or threatened to sign declarations which they had not read in advance. Several 

of them claim that they signed reports with blank spots, which later has been filled in, and the 

accused urge that these declarations are falsified. The accused have submitted several 

complaints to the Moroccan judicial system, and have undergone several hunger strikes due to 

the inhuman treatment.  

 The accused urge that they were tortured when arrested, in custody and in prison. They 

tell about violent torture, both physical and psychological. ACOSOP highlighted that the torture 

that the prisoners claim to have been inflicted upon them include:  

 

I. Successive spanking with a great diversity of objects such as truncheons or shoes; 

II.  Sleep depriving; 

III.  Restrained access to food or drink; 

                                                 
67 See Appendix 4, Report on Torture, Human Right Violation and Health Condition. ACOSOP March 

2013.  
68 CAT/C/59/D/606/2014. Decision concerning Eênama Asfari. Link (29.04.2017): 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2f59%

2fD%2f606%2f2014&Lang=en  
69 For more information upon the torture allegations, see appendix 1 with summary from the 

proceedings (day 5 through 12), appendix 3 (Report concerning the court case of the Group Gdeim 

Izik by Mrs. Metton and Mrs. Ouled) and appendix 4 (ACOSOP Report upon torture from the Military 

Court of Rabat in 2013).  

 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2f59%2fD%2f606%2f2014&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2f59%2fD%2f606%2f2014&Lang=en
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IV.  Exposure to cold, by depriving prisoners of their clothes and blankets; 

V. The Sweden drink technique: by forced ingestion of fezzes, urine, bugs (like 

cockroaches) and any other kind of dirt; 

VI.  Ashtray technique: by extinguish cigarettes on the prisoner's body 

VII.  Grill technique: being tied, strip naked and folded, in the Vitruvian men 

position, subjected to physical and sexual violence; 

VIII.  ñDajajaò technique (Grilled chicken): where prisoners are strip naked, tied by 

their hands and feet to a horizontal bar, being tortured physical and sexually 

by electrical shocks; 

IX.  Removal of the nails on toes and fingers using pincers; 

X. Sexual rape using a diversity of objects such as truncheons, iron bars, sticks 

etc.; 

XI.  Sexual molestation; 

XII.  Group torture (According to the detaineeôs statements, most of these occurred tied and 

folded).  

 

ACOSOP highlighted that, as to Psychological torture the detainees reported: 

 

I. Threats of torture (including rape) inflicted on their families; 

II.  Restrain visits from relatives; 

III.  Racist or xenophobic acts by the authorities; 

IV.  Compelling to assist of the torture of other prisoners; 

 

Several of the accused identified their torturers. The torture was said to have been practiced in 

the presence of the Director of Salé 2 prison, the Judge of Instruction at the Military Court of 

Rabat and the Judge of Instruction at Court of First Instance in El Aaiún. ACOSOP highlighted 

that, the detainees identified the following public officials as torturers: 

 

I. Mr. El Isaoui Hamid, nurse at Sal® II prison 

II.  Mr. Hafid Benchacherm, Prisons delegate 

III.  Mr. Hassan Hafdal (Mehfadi Hassan), prison servant 

IV.  Mr. Yousi Bouziz, prison servant 

V. Mr. Hafari, police officer 

VI.  Mr. El Luali, occupation unknown 

VII.  Mr. Bou Astiya, occupation unknown 

VIII.  Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza, police officer 

IX.  Mr. Yousef Raiss, police officer 

X. Mr. Said Ben Sghir, police officer 

XI.  Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani, police officer  

XII.  Mr. Abde Rahmon Elwazna, police officer.  

 

From the testimonies given by the accused to the Court of Appeal in Salé several factors can be 

highlighted. Machdoufi Ettaki70 explained that when he came to the military court, he did not 

know that he was talking to an investigative judge. He explained how he was in a very bad 

shape, that he could barely talk due to the torture inflicted upon him, and that a guard had forced 

                                                 
70 See appendix 1, day 6, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Ettaki.  
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his eyes open. The guards had thereafter forced his finger down on a paper, whilst the 

confession was covered by another paper. He claimed that he was being tortured inside of the 

court facilities, and was covered with blood. 

 

When Mohamed Embarek Lefkir71 was asked why he had signed the declarations, Mr. Lefkir 

explained that a guard, with the judge present, stated that:  

 

ñIf you donôt sign, I will send you back, and you will be tortured more and worse than 

what you have already endured.ò  

 

All the detainees claim that they were never interrogated about the events at Gdeim Izik, but 

only about their human rights and political activism, and that the torture was a mean of revenge 

for their activism and their political opinions. Abdullahi Toubali72 explained that: 

 

ñThey tortured me, and I couldnôt walk for a long time. They tried to rape me with a 

stick, they urinated on me, and spitted on me. I was moved to the gendarmerie where I 

was questioned, where he asked me why I refused to take bribes from the government. 

They asked me about my relationship to Eênama Asfari, the Polisario Front, and the 

delegation to Algeria. They repeated the questions, and I told them that I didnôt know.ò 

 

Sidahmed Lemjeyid73 told how he was transported to the gendarmerie, where he was tortured 

both psychological and physical:  

 

ñI was subject to every kind of torture. Itôs impossible to explain what I went through. 

The torture is methodical to break us. They are racistsò.  

 

When El Houssin Ezzaoui74 was questioned, he refused to answer any questions before he could 

show the marks of torture and to report of his sufferings. He took off this garment and showed 

his scars to the preceding judge, and told the court that:  

 

 "I was tortured for days: Raped, beaten, had my hands and feet nails torn, my arm was 

broken, and I had days without food or drink!ò 

 

Mr. Ezzaoui denounced that he had been carried in on a blanket when questioned by the 

investigative judge. Mr. Toubali declared that when he first met Mr. Ezzaoui in prison he 

couldn't walk, but was carried into the cell on a blanket. He told the court that when arriving to 

Salé 2, they were again tortured, under the surveillance of the prison director. He stated that:  

 

ñThey took all of my clothes off me. They hit and they kicked us, and threw cold water 

on us. It was a small room. For two months, we were constantly harassed and tortured, 

day and night. When we complained, they tortured us together.ò 

 

                                                 
71 See appendix 1, day 10, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Lefkir. 
72 See appendix 1, day 9, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Toubali. 
73 See appendix 1, day 9, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Lemjeyid. 
74 See appendix 1, day 8, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Ezzaoui. 
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El Bachir Khadda75 denounced the following about his stay in Salé 2:  

 

ñWe had no clothes. They poured water on us, with bags over our head. Once I was 

tortured because I smiled at my mother when she came to visit. The torture was 

supervised by the prison director.ò 

 

Abdeljalil Laroussi76 told how he suffered under brutal torture. Mr. Laroussi suffered under 

strappado, Sweden drink (i.e. The Schwedentrunk), electroshocks, nail removal, beatings, 

starvation, fried chicken, sodomy, sleep deprivation, rape, five months of light deprivation and 

psychological torture. Mr. Laroussi explained that once in prison, he was placed in a cell, and 

underwent systematic violence: 

 

ñI was told: You have to be in front of the door, when someone says ôrespectô you have 

to kneel, with your head down and your hands behind your back. During the night over 

and over, and I was menaced. If I did not do that immediately, they would take me to 

the common criminals to be raped.ò 

 

Several of the prisoners declared that the signs of torture were blatant when they were presented 

before the investigating judge, as they were covered with blood or could not stand up. Mr. 

Lemjeyid77 explained how he showed the scars to the investigating judge, and how he had 

turned him away:  

 

ñHe saw my scars. He saw that I was being tortured. Torture must be witnessed and 

reported. I asked him for medical examination, but the judge did not uphold his 

responsibility as a judge. He did nothing. (é) Nobody helped me. The doctor himself 

stated that he couldnôt help me, because he was óunder pressureô. This is unacceptable.ò 

 

Some of them were carried in blankets when meeting the judge. Some of the accused declared 

that they were tortured in front of the investigative judge, within the court facilities.  

7.3. The usage of illegal evidence  

The accused were in March 2017 interrogated by the court based on their confessions 

delivered to the police during arrest, and the policemen which conducted the police reports 

testified during the proceedings conducted in May 2017, and the testimonies of the policemen 

and the reports were used during the final argument in the proceedings conducted in June and 

July 2017. During the interrogations held at the Court of Appeal in Salé, all the accused 

claimed that they had signed reports that had been fabricated and retrieved under torture 

and/or under threats. 

 

The prohibition against the usage of confessions obtained through torture is set forth in article 

15 of the Torture convention:  

 

                                                 
75 See appendix 1, day 9, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Khadda. 
76 See appendix 1, day 12, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Laroussi.  
77 See appendix 1, day 9, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Lemjeyid. 
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ñEach State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been 

made as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except 

against a person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.ò 

 

As it follows, any declarations made under torture, as described in art. 1 of the Torture 

Convention, is illegal evidence. According to the reports from the Military Court of Rabat in 

201378, and the CAT decision (CAT/C/59/D606/2014), the declarations are a result of torture. 

The comment of the International Covenant, stipulated in paragraph 3(e) in regard to article 14 

of the ICCPR, concludes that any evidence obtained through torture or other illegal means 

should not be used as evidence. The hearing of witnesses based on declarations extracted under 

torture, as in the case of the policemen, is to be considered as a breach of the law, since the 

declarations and evidence directly related to them are illegal evidence. Evidence directly linked 

to torture is consequently to be regarded as illegal evidence, as such, the police reports, the 

reports conducted by the gendarmerie, the report from the investigative judge and the testimony 

from the police men are illegal evidence. 

 

The presiding judge, the civil party and the prosecution subjected the accused to a line of 

questioning based solely on these pieces of illegal evidence during the proceedings conducted 

in March 2017. The questions placed forward from the presiding judge, the prosecutor and the 

civil party were thus based upon fabricated declarations signed under torture.  

 Instead of respecting the prohibition against illegal evidence, the preceding judge, the 

prosecutor, and the civil party subjected the accused to a line of questioning meant to weaken 

the claims of torture (i.e. as outlined in paragraph 8.5.2 The judge performs forensic work). In 

this regard, I find reason to highlight the report of Special Rapporteur Juan E. Méndez, after a 

mission to Morocco in 201379, where he stated that: 

 

ñwhen defendants try to prove their injuries in court, the judge reacts to these 

allegations by questioning the credibility of defendants who did not raise the matter at 

the earliest opportunityðemerging from police custody and appearing for the first time 

before the prosecutor or the investigating judge.ò 

 

In the case of Eênama Asfari80, the presiding judge claimed he had found a ñsmoking gunò, 

when Mr. Asfari declared that he had not been tortured by the gendarmerie, only the police. 

Mr. Asfari then clarified, and said that he had been subject to psychical torture by the police, 

and subject to psychological torture by the military. The civil party invoked that this means that 

Eênama Asfari had lied to the international community when forwarding his complaint to the 

CAT, arguing that this also indicated that all the prisoners lied about being tortured.  

The prohibition against torture is absolute, and the definition of torture is set forward in 

article 1 of the Torture Convention. It follows from article 1 of the Torture Convention that 

torture entails both physical and mental suffering, with the goal of retrieving information or to 

punish. All the accused claims that they were interrogated about their political activism, and 

that the torture they underwent was revenge for their political activism.  

                                                 
78 See appendix 5, ACOSOP Report upon torture from the Military Court of Rabat in 2013).  
79 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2, paragraph 28. 
80 See appendix 1, day 11, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Asfari.  
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 That the civil party and the preceding judge undermines the CAT decision regarding the 

case of Eênama Asfari, without any legal basis, and places forward such severe accusations 

without any legal evidence and undermines the psychological torture that the prisoners have 

suffered, is disturbing and constitutes a severe breach to the torture convention and Moroccoôs 

international commitments.  

7.4. The Stateôs responsibility to investigate allegations upon torture  

The accused claim that the signs of torture was blatant when they stood in front of the 

investigative judge, and that they as a group have made several formal complaints to the 

government regarding this torture. A stateôs obligation to examine any signs of torture is set 

forward in article 12 of the Torture Convention: 

 

ñEach State Party shall ensure that its competent authorities proceed to a prompt and 

impartial investigation, wherever there is reasonable ground to believe that an act of 

torture has been committed in any territory under its jurisdiction.ò 

 

As it follows from art. 12 of the Torture Convention, the state is obliged to initiate a ñprompt 

and impartialò investigation. I regard the timespan, from when the signs of torture were blatant 

to the medical examinations were ordered by the court (approximately six years), as a breach 

of Moroccoôs obligation to investigative promptly any act of torture, as set forward in art. 12 

of the Torture Convention.  

 

The policemen who had written the reports and conducted the interrogations, served as 

witnesses in court during the proceedings conducted in May 2017. The policemen are identified 

as the torturers by the accused, and have never been investigated for any acts of violence or 

other forms of abuse of power. In this regard, I find reason to highlight the report of Special 

Rapporteur Juan E. Méndez, after his mission to Morocco in 201381, where he stated that 

 

ñ220 law enforcement officials were investigated for acts of violence, including other 

forms of abuse of power. Although the statistics do not allow for further assessment due 

to lack of information, the Special Rapporteur notes with concern that it appears that 

no persons have been prosecuted or convicted under article 231-1 of the Criminal Code. 

Officials who were prosecuted were charged with battery or assault, but not torture. 

Most of the 220 officials are still under investigation or have been found not guilty. 

Those convicted received minor sentences, such as a fine or suspension, and only a few 

received a sentence.ò 

7.4.1. The ordered medical examinations  

As listed in the summary of the proceedings, the presiding judge ordered medical examinations 

on the 25th of January 2017. The examinations were ordered six years after the torture was 

committed and six years after the signs of torture were presented to the authorities. These 

examinations were conducted by three Moroccan doctors, employed by the Moroccan 

government.  

                                                 
81 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2, paragraph 28. 
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The court ordered medical examinations for all the detainees, whereas the ones released 

from prison were not given the right to medical examinations (a total of 21 examinations were 

given). 16 of the detainees underwent the medical examinations ordered by the court. Five of 

the detainees (i.e. Sidahmed Lemjeyid, El Bachir Khadda, Eênama Asfari, Ahmed Sbaai, Sidi 

Abdallahi Abhaha) refused to undergo the medical examinations ordered by the court on the 

25th of January.  

 

Regarding the ordered medical examinations, I again find reason to highlight the report of 

Special Rapporteur Juan E. Méndez, after his mission to Morocco in 201382, where he stated in 

paragraph 34-36 that 

 

ñ(34) (é) There is an urgent need to establish mechanisms that can guarantee qualified, 

impartial and independent forensic examination of detainees that does not depend only 

on the request of the police or legal authority.  

 

(35) The Special Rapporteur reviewed a sample of medical certificates, and notes with 

concern that the majority of medical assessments that are made for forensic purposes 

are performed not by forensic medical experts but by medical clinicians included in the 

court lists of ñexpertsò. These individuals do not have any specific training or 

competence in forensic medicine. The medical reports produced after allegations of 

torture and ill- treatment are of very poor quality, not in accordance with the minimum 

international standards for clinical forensic assessment of victims and not acceptable 

as forensic evidence. Neither prison health-care staff nor the clinicians who act as court 

ñexpertsò have specific training in assessing, interpreting and documenting torture and 

ill -treatment.  

 

(36) The Special Rapporteur notes that this may be one of the reasons for the non- 

application of the exclusionary rule with regard to evidence obtained under torture. 

Even in cases where a prosecutor or a judge orders a medical examination, the poor 

quality of medical and forensic reports currently provide little assistance to the 

prosecutors and judges in their decision-making process. The confession or declaration 

thus remains on the record and no serious effort is made to investigate, prosecute and 

punish perpetrators.ò  

 

The medical examinations ordered by the court was conducted by Pr. M. El Yaacoubi 

Morach, Dr. Ch. Bouhelal and Pr. F. Ait Boughima. The medical examinations were 

conducted from 16.02.2017 to 03.03.2017.  

 

The conducted medical examinations were treated by the court on the 5th of June 2017. All the 

reports conclude that the detainees did not suffer under torture. The defence requested the court 

to order counter-expertise. This request was denied by the court on the 5th of June 2017.  

 

On the 6th of June 2017, the doctors which conducted the expertise was summoned to court to 

                                                 
82 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2, paragraph 34-36. 
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be questioned83. During their declaration, the lead doctor stated that one could not rule out 

torture, and that it was a possibility that the detainees has suffered under torture, but that the 

scars and the marks on the bodies of the detainees could have multiple causes. The defence 

requested the court to discard the medical examinations as evidence on the 14th and 15th of June 

2017, since the conclusions in the reports and the declaration of the doctors did not coincide. 

This request was denied by the court on the 19th of July 2017.  

7.5. Evaluation of the ordered medical examinations  

For the state to fulfil their obligations after the Torture Convention, and thus conduct a prompt 

and impartial investigation, the medical examinations must be in compliance with (1) the 

Torture Convention, (2) the Principles on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of 

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (hereinafter 

ñPrincipleò) 84, and in accordance with (3) the Manual on the Effective Investigation and 

Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(Istanbul Protocol) 85. Medical professionals must be impartial and independent from the 

authorities, as the UN Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman 

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture) has noted.  

 

On the outset, and as outlined by Amnesty International in their public statement86 related to 

this case, it must be urged that; 

 

ñIn addition, the court must be diligent in interpreting the results of such medical 

examinations, particularly in a case such as this, over six years after the alleged 

torture. Specifically, the absence of medical evidence is no proof that torture has not 

occurred, as the Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture has noted. Inadequate 

medical examinations may fail to detect marks of torture, marks can fade with time, 

and many forms of ill-treatment, including physical and psychological torture ï for 

instance, some forms of sexual violence ï leave few or no visible marks. Crucially, 

medical examinations are no substitute for other aspects of investigations, including 

questioning victims and witnesses.ò  

 

As enlisted in the Principles, set forth in art. 5(a), an investigation is to be regarded as invalid, 

and must be displaced with an independent commission, in cases were:  

 

ñéthe established investigative procedures are inadequate because of insufficient 

expertise or suspected bias, or because of the apparent existence of a pattern of abuse 

or for other substantial reasons, States shall ensure that investigations are undertaken 

                                                 
83 See appendix 1, day 22, for a summary of the testimony given by lead doctor Mrs. Fadila.  
84 Principles on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 2000. Link (29.04.2017): 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EffectiveInvestigationAndDocumentationOfTort

ure.aspx  
85 The Manual on Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment (The Istanbul Protocol). 2004. Link (29.04.2017): 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training8Rev1en.pdf 
86 See appendix 6.3, Amnesty International, Public Statement, dated March 6th 2017.  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EffectiveInvestigationAndDocumentationOfTorture.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/EffectiveInvestigationAndDocumentationOfTorture.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training8Rev1en.pdf
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through an independent commission of inquiry or similar procedure.ò 

 

I regard the performed medical examination as inconsistent with the states obligation to 

investigate claims regarding torture, because the medical examinations are performed with (1) 

insufficient expertise, (2) with suspected bias, and (3) there is an apparent pattern of abuse.  

 

Firstly, the medical examinations were performed with insufficient expertise and by medical 

personnel not trained in either the Istanbul Protocol nor directed upon the Principles.  

The families of the prisoners and the defence attorneys have clarified further the context 

of the medical examinations that commenced on the 16th of February 2017. The prisoners were 

transported into groups for the investigations, and the investigations continued for several days. 

The investigations consisted of medical personnel taking pictures of scars. The pictures were 

taken with the private mobile phone of the lead doctor. Some of the detainees underwent X-ray 

examinations. The families of the detainees have informed that during the medical examinations 

guards were present inside the examination room.  

 

On the 19th of July, a meeting took place between observers Mrs. Isabel Lourenço, Mr. Mads 

Andenæs, Mrs. Tone Sørfonn Moe, and the two released detainees, Mr. Deich Eddaf and Mr. 

El Bakay.  

Mr. Deich Eddaf informed that although he denounced that he was raped and 

sodomized, the lead doctor Mrs. Fadila only told him to undress and looked at his naked body. 

The doctor took pictures of Mr. Eddaf with her private cell phone. Mrs. Fadila used a wooden 

tongue depressor to make a superficial anal examination. No further examinations were made. 

Mrs. Fadila told Mr. Eddaf that he had not been raped. Mr. Eddaf also stated that the marks he 

has from the prolonged use of plastic handcuffs were not registered by the doctor who claimed 

that he had no circular scars. Mrs. Fadila stated to Mr. Eddaf that the existing marks are not 

compatible with the use of handcuffs. Mrs. Fadila made a similar declaration to the court. Mr. 

Eddaf and Mr. Bakay also confirmed the presence of guards outside the room in their case, but 

confirmed that other detainees had guards inside the doctorôs office. 

 Mr. Eddaf further declared that Mrs. Fadila retrieved the medical files from El Arjat 

prison (i.e. to where the prisoners were transferred in August 2016). No prior files were 

retrieved (since detention in 2010). Mr. Eddaff also declared that the doctor wrote down injuries 

and scars he specifically told the doctor that he had before detention, but others that he had 

from the tortures were not recorded. Mr. Eddaff declared that when he mentioned an injury on 

his right eye, the doctor did not examine it. 

 Mr. Laarabi declared that the psychiatric examination performed by Dr. Chakib 

Bouhlelal lasted for 10 minutes. Mr. Laarabi declared that the questions asked was: (1) Do you 

sleep well? (2) What kind of relations do you have with your wife? (3) Do you miss your 

daughters? (4) How can you sleep? Doesn't your conscience prevent you from sleeping? 

 According to Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi the traumatology examination was performed 

in about four minutes and consisted of making them stand on one foot, take a few steps and the 

Patellar Reflex Test (hitting the knees with a hammer). 

 

Secondly, there are reason to believe that the medical examination is subjected to bias. As noted 

earlier, the medical examinations were conducted by three Moroccan officials employed by the 

Kingdom of Morocco. Most of the prisoners accepted to undergo the medical examination, 

except for Sidahmed Lemjeyid, El Bachir Khadda, Eênaama Asfari, Ahmed Sbaai and Sidi 
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Abdallai Abhaha. The ones who rejected the medical examination demands an independent and 

impartial investigation conducted outside of Morocco. They claim that they do not rely on the 

government that conducts the medical examination.  

 As outlined in the testimonies given by the prisoners, the prisoners who underwent the 

examination also declare that they do not trust the medical examination and that they ask for an 

impartial investigation into their allegations upon torture (see the appendix for an extensive 

summary of the testimonies). Some of the prisoners (in particular Mr. Lefkir87) claimed that 

they were addressed about the political issues by the doctors conducting the medical 

examinations. Similarly, when the examinations were conducted, guards or police agents were 

present inside the examination room or placed just outside the room with an open door. The 

meeting conducted with Mr. Deich Eddaf and Mr. El Bakay which were released on the 19th of 

July 2017 confirm these allegations. In this regard, Mr. Eddaf stated that he felt as he was in an 

interrogation room and not in a doctorôs office, since the doctor Mrs. Fadila talked to him about 

political issues and the situation of Western Sahara. The same was said by Mr. Laarabi who 

said that the doctor asked about his whereabouts on the day of the dismantling of the camp. Due 

to the historical background of this case and the political issues there are apparent reason to 

believe that the medical examinations were subject to bias.  

 

Thirdly, as shown in the history of this particular case, there seems to be an apparent pattern of 

abuse. Several of the accused claim that they stood in front of the investigating judge with 

garments covered in blood, and in a critical condition, and some of the accused claim that they 

were carried in blankets. Several of them claim that they told the investigating judge that they 

suffered under torture, but were turned away by the judge. As such, the prisoners declare that 

the alleged torture was performed in front of governmental officials, such as the investigating 

judges, which has a direct obligation to investigate any sign of torture.  

 Furthermore, several of the accused claim that they have made several formal 

complaints to the government upon torture. These complaints have never been answered, while 

the prisoners declare that they have sent their complaints both to the Minister of Justice in 

Morocco and the Moroccan Human Rights Office. The prisoners also demanded medical 

expertise and investigation into their allegations upon torture in the Military Court of Rabat in 

2013. The prisoners denounced the torture they have suffered, exhibiting the scars and other 

evidence to the court room. This was witnessed by the international observers present at the 

Military Court of Rabat in 2013, and referred to in the reports submitted by the international 

observers. The panel of judges at the Military Court of Rabat in 2013 denied the expertise, and 

did not follow up on the accusations placed forward by the prisoners. Furthermore, the CAT-

decision (CAT/C/59/D/606/2014) concerning the case of Eênama Asfari has been found 

irrelevant to the case, and is not viewed as a legal source in a Moroccan courthouse.  

 These outlined circumstances show an apparent existence of a pattern of abuse, where 

the state has over several years failed to honour its obligations, and further directly avoided to 

respond to direct complaints or signs concerning the use of torture.  

 

In conclusion, the medical examinations ordered by the court are not in line with the Stateôs 

obligation to investigate allegations upon torture as outlined in art. 12 of the Torture 

Convention. The medical examination was performed by Moroccan public officials, and are 

not performed by doctors with the necessary expertise and independence from the Moroccan 

                                                 
87 See appendix 1, day 10, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Lefkir.  
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Government. Consequently, the ordered medical examinations are not in line with the Istanbul 

Protocol.  

 It is of crucial importance that the accused are given medical examinations in line with 

the Torture Convention, thus that the accused are given an independent and impartial 

investigation based on adequate medical expertise in line with the Istanbul Protocol.  
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8. The right to a fair trial  

8.1. Introductory remarks  

Morocco has ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) of 1966 

(ratified in 1979). The main article concerning the right to a fair trial is to be found in article 14 

of the ICCPR. Article 14 of the ICCPR entails all the main principles or doctrines that together 

constitutes a fair trial. The process of law (or, the right to a fair trial) is grounded on two main 

elements: The right of all persons to equality before the law and the courts, and the right of all 

persons to a public hearing with all due guarantees before a legally-constituted, competent, 

independent and impartial tribunal, as well as the right to appeal.  

 

The court case of the Group Gdeim Izik constitutes a breach to both article 11 of the Universal 

declaration of Human Rights and article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights. Several of the detainees have been condemned by the Court of Appeal in Salé for 

charges relating to murder, solely based upon confessions taken without a lawyer present, which 

the detainees claimed were signed under torture and fabricated against them. One of the 

fundamental safeguards against torture is the right to access to a lawyer at all stages of the 

investigation process, as highlighted by the Special Rapporteur Juan E. Méndez88. In the case 

of the Group Gdeim Izik, none of the accused were given this right during interrogations 

conducted by the police and the gendarmerie. In relation to the usage of these confessions, I 

find reason to highlight the report of Special Rapporteur Juan E. Méndez, after a mission to 

Morocco in 201389:  

 

ñUnder article 290 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the court is to deem a statement 

prepared by the judicial police as trustworthy unless the defendant can demonstrate that 

it is not. This presumption places an unfair burden of proof on the defendant to disprove 

the truthfulness of a statement that the police have written up and attributed to him with 

no other witnesses present, and gives the court a basis for not going beyond a 

perfunctory inquiry into the defendantôs claim of torture or ill-treatment, unless he has 

clear signs of torture on his body.ò 

 

As outlined by the prosecutor in his final pleadings, the statements made by the accused was to 

be considered as the first evidence against them90. The usage of these reports constitutes one of 

the major breaches present in the court case of Gdeim Izik.  

 

The court case is furthermore characterized by several breaches to the right of equality of arms. 

The Court of Appeal in Salé ruled on the 19th of July that the Civil party did not have 

competence to put forward a civil claim. Regardless, the civil party have been a very active 

party in the proceedings, and their comments and questions are thus recorded into the minutes 

                                                 
88 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2 

paragraph 32  
89 Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, Juan E. Méndez. Mission to Morocco. A/HRC/22/53/Add.2, paragraph 31 
90 See appendix 1, day 25, for a summary of the final arguments from the prosecutor.  



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 65 

of the case. During the questioning of the detainees, several of the detainees refused to answer 

the questions put forward by the civil party. The refusal did not stop the civil party from asking 

questions, leaving the civil party to take the refusal into their advantage. The civil party resumed 

by asking numerous questions, formulating them negatively commencing with ñdo you refuse 

thatéò. The civil party also invoked questions that were relevant for the defense, e.g. if the 

detainee had been read his rights upon arrest or been in contact with a lawyer. When the defense 

invoked the same questions, the court refused to put forward the questions, stating that the 

question was already asked (but not answered).  

The right to equality of arms is furthermore altered by the difficulties that the defense 

attorneys were facing when placing forward their arguments. The defense attorneys were 

hindered from placing forward a proper defense strategy, as they were constantly interrupted 

by either the preceding judge, the prosecutor or the civil party, to such an extent that the right 

to defense may be regarded as breached. In relation to this, the judge did not uphold his duty to 

examine incriminating and exonerating evidence. Thus, the court case is characterized by a 

breach of equality of arms, a mistreatment of the defense, and a lack of sufficient clarification 

of the case file.  

8.2. The right not to be compelled to confess guilty or to testify against oneself and 

exclusion of evidence elicited by illegal means, including torture or ill-treatment.  

Morocco has ratified the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

Treatment and Punishment of 1984 (ratified in 1993). Article 293 of the Criminal Code of 

Procedure prohibits the use of ñconfessionsò obtained through torture and other ill-treatment, 

stating that a ñconfessionò obtained through ñviolence or coercion shall not be considered as 

evidence by the courtò.  

 As highlighted in paragraph 7, any declarations made under torture as described in art. 

1 of the Torture Convention, is illegal evidence. According to the reports from the Military 

Court of Rabat in 2013, and the CAT decision (CAT/C/59/D606/2014), the declarations are a 

result of torture. The Court on the other hand refused to regard the CAT-decision as evidence, 

or in any way as a legal document. 

 

The Court Case of Gdeim Izik, when transferred from the investigative judge to the court, was 

solely based upon the confessions given to the police and the gendarmerie. The Court of Appeal 

in Salé implemented these reports which includes the confessions into the evidence file of the 

court case, and these confessions were used against the detainees as evidence in the absence of 

material evidence.  

During the final arguments delivered by the prosecutor, the prosecutor stated that police 

reports are data after article 293 of the Moroccan procedural code, and that data is a synonym 

for evidence in the Arabic language. The prosecutor urged that evidence can not be denied if 

not hard evidence is there to prove them wrong91. For several of the detainees, the main 

evidence against them are the reports conducted by the police and the gendarmerie, in absence 

of other material evidence.  

 In relation to the usage of this evidence, it should be noted that the prosecutor 

has an obligation to refuse to use evidence which he suspects or that he believe on reasonable 

grounds was obtained through unlawful methods, which constitute a gross violation of the 

                                                 
91 See appendix 1, day 25, for a summary of the final arguments delivered by the prosecutor.  
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suspects human rights. The prosecutor has thus an obligation to refuse to use this evidence 

against anyone other than those who used such methods, or inform the judicial body 

accordingly, and should take all necessary steps to ensure that those responsible for using such 

methods are brought to justice92. 

In the case of Gdeim Izik, none of the police officers that are accused of committing 

grave human rights violations, involving torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, were subjected to investigation or prosecution. In the case of Gdeim Izik, the 

testimonies given by the police officers that are accused of committing grave human rights 

violations, are used as evidence against the accused, in order to support the reports from the 

police and the gendarmerie.  

 

The Working Group on Arbitrary detention93 highlighted in paragraph 33 in its report, that 

judges often interpret article 291 of the Code of Criminal Procedure as prima facie evidence, 

and explains why this is a problem by noting that,  

 

ñSuch an interpretation is tantamount to reversing the burden of proof by requiring the 

accused to prove his innocence, which is contrary to the principle of the presumption of 

innocence, as stated in article 23 of the Constitution. It also creates conditions that 

encourage the torture and ill-treatment of suspects.ò  

 

The Working Group highlighted in the same report in paragraph 35, that such confessions can 

not be used as evidence, and highlighted that:  

 

ñIn that regard, the Working Group wishes to emphasize that confessions made in the 

absence of a lawyer are not admissible as evidence in criminal proceedings. This 

applies in particular to confessions made during the time spent in police custody.ò 

 

The Working Group regarded the usage of such confessions as a breach of article 11 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights. In this regard, I find reason to recite paragraph 37 and 41:  

 

ñ(37) The guarantees of a fair and equitable trial laid down in article 11 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in article 14 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights exclude self-incrimination and grant the right to legal 

assistance and representation and to other measures of protection in order to ensure 

that no evidence is obtained by confession. Under article 14, paragraph 3 (g), of the 

Covenant, no person may be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt. (é) 

 

(41) One of the aims of the provisions of article 11 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

is to provide guarantees against all forms of direct or indirect, physical or psychological 

pressure by the authorities on the accused with a view to obtaining a confession. The 

right not to be compelled to testify against oneself or to confess guilt, and access to 

                                                 
92 Guideline 16 of the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors. 
93 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Mission to Morocco in 2013. 

A/HRC/27/48/A.  
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counsel and legal aid are not only measures intended for the protection of the interests 

of the individual, but are also measures, in the interest of society as a whole, of the 

trustworthiness and effectiveness of the judicial process, and of the reliability of 

evidence. Confessions made in the absence of legal counsel are not admissible as 

evidence in criminal proceedings. This applies especially to confessions made during 

the time spent in police custody.ò 

 

In conclusion, the reports conducted by the police and the gendarmerie, can not be used as 

evidence in a criminal case. The use of them as evidence constitutes a direct violation of article 

11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 14 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the Torture Convention.  

8.3. Independence and impartiality 

The principle of independence and impartiality is a safeguard when ensuring that a trial and its 

ruling is based on evidence and legal provisions. By virtue of Article 14, subparagraph 1 of the 

ICCPR, the requirement of independence and impartiality serves to safeguard the integrity of 

the judiciary, and to ensure that judges base their judgments solely on the merits of the case 

according to law. It is important to recognize that the independence and impartiality of the 

judiciary has both a subjective and objective component. Justice is not only to be rendered in 

an independently and impartially way, it is also important that justice appears objectively to be 

rendered independently and impartially.  

 

When assessing the principle of independence and impartiality, one factor to consider is the 

separation of powers and the relationship between the judiciary and the prosecution. The 

Human Rights Committee has outlined in a previous case that when a situation appears where 

the functions and competence of the judiciary and the executive are not clearly distinguishable, 

or where the prosecutor are able to control or direct the judiciary is incompatible with the 

principle of an independent and impartial tribunal94. 

In relation to the principle of independence and impartiality in the present case, the 

relationship between the judiciary and the prosecution during the proceedings must be 

highlighted. During the proceedings, the prosecution acted as if placed above the other parties 

present, including the court, as the prosecutor was constantly interrupting both the judge and 

the defense. Thus, the prosecution took the role of directing the nature of the proceedings. 

Typically, the prosecutor would generally stand up, knock his microphone, and direct the 

presiding judge in his management of the proceedings.  

This behaviour had both a psychological effect, as well as a direct effect on the 

proceedingsô equality. It should also be noted that the prosecution screamed towards the 

detainees when they gave their testimony. This behaviour towards the accused can be 

interpreted as threatening, and had a clear psychological effect. In regards to the behaviour of 

the prosecutor, it should be noted that the prosecutor has a duty to contribute to ensuring due 

process and the smooth functioning of the criminal justice system, and thus have an obligation 

                                                 
94 Human Rights Committee, Views of 20 October 1993, Angel N. Ol· Bahamonde v. Equatorial 

Guinea, Communication No. 468/1991, para. 9.4; See also: Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights, Report on Terrorism and Human Rights, OEA/Ser.L/V/11.116, Doc. 5 rev. 1 corr., 22 October 

2002, para. 229. 
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to carry out their functions impartially, and protect the public interest by paying attention to all 

relevant circumstances, irrespective of whether they are to the advantage or disadvantage of the 

suspects95. It is safe to conclude that the prosecutor did not pay due respect to all relevant 

circumstances, and did not carry out his functions impartially.  

The behaviour of the prosecutor shows in total that the presiding judge lacked control 

over his own courtroom, as the preceding judge himself was on several occasions interrupted 

by the prosecutor or guided in his management of the proceedings. 

 

As highlighted in earlier reports, the prisoners had difficulties believing that the trial would be 

fair. The prisoners reaffirmed their position as political prisoners by shouting for self-

determination and wearing their traditional costume, as an affirmation of their national identity, 

knowing that this statement most likely would give them harsher penalties than if they refrained. 

The accused still invokes that the only reason for their arrest is their Sahrawi nationality and 

their political activism. 

The detainees protested several times against the use of new evidence. The detainees 

claimed that the witnesses presented false testimonies, and that the witnesses were brought to 

support the already falsified declarations. The detainees urged that these witnesses were telling 

lies, and that they could not be heard seven years after the events. Mr. Abahah asked with a 

sense of irony whether the witnesses had been in a coma, or abroad, during the last seven years 

since they did not appear on any prior police records. During the proceedings, the Group of 

Gdeim Izik withdrew themselves on the 16th of May from the proceedings as a consequence of 

their lack of trust to the Moroccan judicial system. Mr. Eddah affirmed the position of all the 

prisoners, but Mr. Eddah was prohibited from explaining the reasons behind their withdrawal 

from the case in detail. As the prisoners exited the courtroom, they chanted that this court case 

is a theatre played for the international community in front of the international observers.  

 It is apparent that the detainees mistrust the independence of the Appeal Court in Salé, 

and after several protests and requests to the court chosen to withdraw themselves from the 

proceedings as a final resort. The detainees have on several occasions urged the president to 

investigate the evidence placed forward from the prosecution office, and to grant them 

independent medical examinations in order to prove that they have been tortured. The detainees 

have also urged the court to summon participants from the camp to witness on their behalf, 

since the only ones summoned to witness about the camp are the witnesses placed forward by 

the prosecutor. The detainees have furthermore protested the identification process, which they 

state to be in violation to the presumption of innocence. To exemplify, on one occasion a police 

officer whispered into the witness ear during the identification process, which naturally 

provoked further protests from the accused96. All the requests from the detainees have been 

denied by the court.  

 

In compliance with the principle of an independent judiciary, I urge the need for investigation 

into how these witnesses have appeared, whether the witnesses have declared falsified 

testimonies, and/or been subjected to instructions. I also conclude that considering the court´s 

earlier rulings and the refusal to investigate where the witnesses originate from, and the court´s 

                                                 
95 Guideline 12 of the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors. 
96 See appendix 1, day 14, during the questioning of Mr. Faisal El Malazi. During this testimony, a 

police officer approached the witness prior to the identification process. Afterwards, Mr. Faisal El 

Malazi identified Mr. Bani.  
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handling of the evidence file, it is reason to believe that the court is not independent, and that 

the court did not independently investigate the evidence placed forward, and as such did not 

base its ruling on evidence and legal provisions. 

8.4. The presumption of innocence  

The principle of presumption of innocence, as codified in article 14 of the ICCPR, is a 

fundamental part of the right to a fair trial. The presumption of innocence is an absolute right, 

which can never be derogated from.  

Numerous consequences follow the guarantee of innocence, including the accusedôs 

right to remain silent and to not be compelled to make a confession, and the principle that the 

burden of proof should lay with the prosecution. It is clear from the testimonies that the accused 

have not been given the right to remain silent and to not be compelled to make confession. All 

of them announce that they have signed declarations without knowing its content, and that the 

documents are falsified. None of them have been told about their rights before being 

interrogated, and the declarations are signed under pressure and/or torture.  

 

The court case is further characterized by the mediaôs attention. The media portrays the accused 

as terrorists and violent killers, and the active parties in the proceedings litigates in the media. 

The accused have been portrayed as the culprits, and the ones accountable for what happened 

in the Gdeim Izik camp in national media, now pending six years. The presumption of 

innocence has therefore already on the outset of the trial been severely breached.  

8.4.1 The identification process 

The court conducted an identification process during the proceedings held in May 201797. The 

identification process was conducted by ordering all the detainees to appear in front of the court 

(i.e. come out of the glass-cage, and present themselves in front of the judge). The witness was 

thereafter instructed to point out the different detainees that he recognized, and name them 

according to his testimony. As such, the witness pointed for example towards Mr. Eênama 

Asfari, and named him as Mr. Asfari. The witness did not go into further detail. The ones 

identified went to the other side of the room, and the witness continued the identification until 

he could not identify further.  

Both the detainees and their defence attorneys protested the identification process, 

which finally led the accused to refuse to appear in front of the court, avoiding exposure in front 

of new witnesses. This further implies that this identification process had an impact on the 

detaineeôs decision to withdraw themselves from the court case. After withdrawal, the court 

chose to conduct the identification process by showing the witnesses pictures of the detainees. 

The witness was as such given a pile of pictures, which only contained pictures of the accused, 

and was told to identify the detainees that he recognized. This process was conducted with the 

usage of pictures that were not part of the evidence file. The court also ruled that the pictures 

were to be shown to all observers present in the courtroom, for them to check whether the 

pictures had any marks on them (i.e. the pictures were distributed to the observers, and 

portrayed on the screen). The court then re-summoned the witnesses that the detainees had 

                                                 
97 All the accused were subjected to identification by the witnesses which identified the accused, 

except for Mr. Eddah, Mr. Ettaki and Mr. El Ayubi. Note that all the accused were subjected to 

identification by the police officers. 
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refused to be exposed to, and conducted the identification process by using pictures.  

 

The accused were directly exposed to the witness within the courtroom and no further line up 

or earlier investigation with an identification process had been conducted. As such, the 

identification process conducted inside the courtroom is the only one that exists. As mentioned 

earlier, pictures of the accused had circulated the national media and the internet for several 

years. There is therefore a great probability that the witnesses presented to the court have seen 

pictures of the accused before the identification process. Even at the entrance of the courthouse 

pictures of the accused are being portrayed and exposed by the demonstrators. This prior 

exposure invalidates the whole process, and makes the evidence illegal, and the identification 

process constitutes a direct violation to the presumption of innocence. 

8.5. The right to equality before the law and courts and the principle of equality of 

arms 

The right to equality before the court as enshrined in Article 14 of the ICCPR has two basic 

aspects: equal access to the courts and equal treatment by the courts. This means that all persons 

are equal before courts and tribunals. The principle of equality of arms stems from the right to 

equality before courts as established in Article 14 § 3 (b) of the ICCPR. This implies that all 

parties to a trial should have the same procedural rights, in order for a trial to be fair. The 

principle of equality of arms requires that the parties can contest the arguments and evidence 

presented against them. 

On the outset, I wish to highlight that the conducted proceedings entailed an apparent 

distinction in how the different parties in the courtroom were treated, as the defence was 

constantly interrupted or stopped in their advocacy. The defence was thus prohibited from 

laying out a proper defence strategy, especially during the interrogation of the accused and 

during the evaluation of the evidence file.  

During the interrogations of the accused and the witnesses, the civil party and the 

prosecution asked numerous questions based on the declarations, such as ñthe violent 

inhabitantsò, the trip to Algeria and the alleged partnership. The defence was prohibited from 

asking questions related to the nature of the dismantlement. For instance, when interrogating 

Mr. Mohammed El Bakay98, defence lawyer Mr. Mohamed Masaoudi was prohibited from 

asking what Mr. El Bakay meant with the term ñ®meuteò (chaos) when talking about the 

dismantlement of the camp. 

During the interrogations of the accused, both the accused and the defence attorneys 

were further prohibited from speaking of or ask questions related to the reason for the protest 

camp and the general living conditions of Sahrawis in the occupied territories of Western 

Sahara. These factors are fundamental to highlight when evaluating whether the Gdeim Izik 

camp was a violent camp (a criminal organization), or, as the defence claim, a peaceful protest 

camp which people all over Western Sahara joined, not because they were forced, but due to 

their living conditions.  

8.5.1. The obligation to examine both incriminating and exonerating evidence.  

When talking about a fair trial, the investigating judge are obliged to examine the evidence for 

the defence as well as the prosecution. Consequently, the presiding judge is obliged to ask 

                                                 
98 See appendix 1, day 7, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. El Bakay.  
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questions both in favour and in disfavour of the accused.  

 

During the proceedings held in May, the court heard from several witnesses, both support 

witnesses and witnesses summoned by the prosecution.  

During the questioning of Mr. Faisal El Malazi99, the witness identifying Mr. Bani as 

the driver of the car, the defence was prohibited from asking about his exact location and how 

his section could be surprised by a car appearing from behind bushes, ranging 50 cm over the 

ground. 

During the questioning of the witness Mr. Mohammed Choujaa100, the defence was 

prohibited from asking why Mr. Choujaa did not remember any of his neighbours within the 

camp, nor could identify any other human being besides the detainees. When the detainees 

identified by Mr. Choouja were summoned to meet the testimony of Mr. Choouja, the detainees 

asked in total 49 questions to the witness. The presiding judge decided to ask in total 10 

questions of all the questions placed forward by the detainees, discarding the questions which 

could weaken the testimony given by Mr. Choouja. The defence urged that the presiding judge 

had to ask why the witness could not identify his neighbours, the ones he was eating dinner 

with or drinking tea with ï but simultaneously was able to identify the detainees. The court 

refused the questions.  

 

I further find reason to highlight the questioning of Mr. Mohamed Selmani101, the support 

witness of Mr. Asfari. During the testimony of Mr. Mohamed Selmani, the presiding judge 

asked why he was not arrested since he was hiding a criminal in his house. Protest emerged 

within the courtroom from the detainees, and the civil party screamed that it was within the 

competence of the court to ask whatever question they wanted, leaving defence attorney Mr. 

Masoudi to declare that the civil party lacks the competence to utter their view. After this 

statement, an attorney from the civil party held out money (banknotes) and waved them in the 

direction of Mr. Masoudi.  

During the questioning of the support witnesses, Mr. Mohamed Selmani and Mr. Bachir 

Selmani, the defence attorneys objected to the line of questioning placed forward from the 

presiding judge multiple times, as the line of questioning was clearly meant to poke holes in 

the testimonies of Mr. Mohamed Selmani and Mr. Bachir Selmani. The presiding judge asked 

repeated questions about whether Mr. Bachir Selmani had seen Mr. Asfari being transported to 

the vehicle by the police officers, and whether the witness had seen Mr. Asfariôs head (Mr. 

Asfari had declared that he was blindfolded). The witness declared that Mr. Asfari was 

surrounded by police officials on every side and that he only saw the top of his head, and that 

he did not see anything ñunusualò on his head. This lead the presiding judge to ask him why he 

had not seen the blindfold, and with showing of his glasses, urged the witness that he ñmust 

haveò seen the blindfold if he in fact witnessed the arrest of Mr. Asfari.  

 

As such, I witnessed an apparent distinction in how the court treated the witnesses of an 

exonerating nature, and the ones which were incriminating. The support witnesses were asked 

multiple questions in detail about the time, the place and the exact minute102. In order to create 

                                                 
99 See appendix 1, day 14, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Faisal El Malazi.  
100See appendix 1, day 15, for a summary of the testimony of Mr. Mohammed Choujaa. 
101 See appendix 1, day 16, for a summary of the testimony given by Mr. Mohamed Selmani.  
102 In particular, the support witnesses, Mr. Mohamed Selmani and Mr. Bachir Salmani, of Mr. Asfari. 
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a contradiction to the prior given answer, and thus the court tried to weaken the evidence value 

of the exculpatory evidence. The witnesses from the prosecution were not asked questions in 

detail, and questions upon details were mainly rejected. 

 This line of questioning presented from the presiding judge followed the same pattern; 

the presiding judge asked questions against the accused in order to weaken the exonerating 

evidence; and the questions placed forward by the defence in favour of the accused were mainly 

rejected. The witnesses supporting the accused were asked numerous questions in detail, lasting 

for over an hour, whereas the witnesses from the prosecution office was asked no questions in 

detail, or questions that could harm the declarations given. This constitutes a clear breach to the 

right to a fair trial, where the presiding judge is obliged to ask questions both for and against 

the accused, and the line of questioning is a clear indication that this court case in fact is a 

political trial.  

 

In the case of Abdallahii Toubali103, the presiding judge performed forensic work during the 

interrogation. Mr. Toubali stated that he had signed all his declarations without knowing the 

content of them, whilst blindfolded. The presiding judge thereafter asked Mr. Toubali to sign a 

document whilst closing his eyes, in front of the court, to prove that he in fact could write his 

whole name and sign without looking at the document. The defence objected, claiming that 

being blindfolded and closing your eyes are two different things. Mr. Toubali thereafter signed 

two documents in front of the court whilst looking away (i.e. looking up or to the side). The 

two blank pages which Mr. Toubali signed were kept by the presiding judge.  

In the case of Mr. Deich Eddaf104, regarding the question upon why he had signed with 

a fingerprint on the first page, but signed with his name on the latter pages, the judge declared 

that he had experience with such cases, and that he therefore could help him answer the 

question. The presiding judge declared that ñdue to my experience I can help you answer. Can 

it be that you fingerprinted the first page but then informed that you know how to read and write 

and that's why you have signed with your signature?ò.  

In the case of Mr. Laroussi105, the judge acted as a medical expert. Mr. Laroussi declared 

that he, due to his health condition, receives numerous medications every day. Mr. Laroussi 

declared that the side-effects from the medication is severe, and that he is subject to medical 

malpractice. Mr. Laroussi has on several occasions been transported from the courthouse to the 

hospital during the proceedings due to his medical condition. The presiding judge declared that 

he knew all the medications that Mr. Laroussi currently is taking, and that none of the prescribed 

medication gave any side-effects.  

The supposed appearance of legality of expertise evidence, without contradiction and 

possibility of intervention by the parties at the proceedings makes the statements fabricated 

(improvised), and shows that the judge does not follow the criminal procedural law. The judge 

is acting as an expert which constitutes him as "judge and party". The function of a judge cannot 

be supplemented by the role of a practicing expert, as this is not within the competence of a 

judge. This behaviour thus invalidates him as a judge. 

                                                 
See appendix 1, day 16.  
103 See appendix 1, day 12, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Toubali.  
104 See appendix 1, day 12, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Eddaf.  
105 See appendix 1, day 12, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Laroussi.  
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8.5.2. Equality of arms and the active parties in the proceedings  

On the 11th of May106, myself and Mrs. Isabel Lourenço conducted an overview of the questions 

asked by the different parties active in the court case. Five testimonies were conducted on the 

11th of May, with two support witnesses and three witnesses summoned by the prosecutor.  

The total number of questions raised was 112. The prosecutor asked in total 54 

questions, of which 50 questions were placed forward, and four questions were denied as 

already answered. The civil party asked a total of 49 questions, and could ask a total of 42 

questions, of which seven were refused as already answered. The defence raised in total 15 

questions, of which seven were accepted, and eight questions were denied as already answered.  

 

The civil party has not been a formal party to the proceedings since the presiding judge has 

refrained from ruling on the matter. The court ruled on the 19th of July 2017 that the civil party 

had no competence to be party of the proceedings, but the remarks and questioning of the civil 

party is nevertheless a part of the case file. The civil party was given the right both to litigate 

in front of the court, to receive the case documents, and to examine the accused and witnesses 

and was therefore de facto an active part of the proceedings. The presence of the civil party 

further alters the principle of equality of arms as the defence was not allowed to speak as freely, 

and was constantly interrupted during its proceedings by both the civil party, the prosecutor and 

the judge, leaving the defence to defend itself from three parties at once.  

 During the testimonies given by the accused on torture, the civil party lawyers and 

several of the international observers sitting with the civil party behaved disrespectful and 

unprofessional by making remarks among themselves and laughing. During the testimony given 

by Mr. Ayubi, one of the lawyers for the civil party asked how Mr. Ayoubi could be raped in 

the tent, when he had just testified that his tent was so small that his legs were outside. Mr. 

Ayoubi was also asked why he had not resisted against being raped. These questions were asked 

while several of the Moroccan lawyers and French lawyers from the civil party laughed. The 

accused in the glass-cage shouted that the Moroccans and the French lawyers were laughing 

about the sufferance of the Sahrawi people.  

 During the interrogations of Mr. Zeyou, the civil party stated: "he is trying to protect 

murderers. He is a murderer and he urinated on the corpses". Protest raised at once in the 

courtroom, and the accused tried to leave the courtroom due to this statement. The judge calmed 

the courtroom, and stated that ñwe are not interested in their opinion on guilt, and that the 

accused are innocent until proven otherwiseò. The civil party claimed that they, as advocating 

on behalf of the victims had the right to say whatever they want. The defence urged the court 

to protect the defendants, and reminded the court that the accused are in the care of the court 

whilst being interrogated, and that the court must therefore protect the defendants from being 

called murderers. The defence further highlighted that Mr. Zeyou was not charged with murder, 

nor molesting of corpses. Later, Mr. Zeyou refused to answer any of the questions put forward 

from the Civil party, including the question: ñAre you the one urinating on a corpse in the film 

that was portrayed in front of the court? Because I think you look like himò.  

 These two highlighted examples are two of many incidents which constitute a direct 

violation of the presumption of innocence. I further regard the behaviour of the attorneys 

belonging to the civil part as breaching both procedural and ethical norms. 

 

                                                 
106 See appendix 1, day 16, for a summary of the proceedings conducted on the 16th of May.  
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With regards to the civil party, most of the accused refused to answer questions they had been 

asked, claiming that the civil party has deprived them of the right to be presumed as innocent, 

and that the civil party did not have the competence to ask them questions. The civil party had 

during the whole court case addressed the accused as violent murderers and terrorists, 

portraying the accused as criminals both within the courtroom and in the media.  

In the case of Mr. Mohamed Lamin Haddi107, the civil party asked in total 57 questions, 

whereas Mr. Haddi invoked his right to remain silent. The defenceôs questions were mainly 

rejected, based on the reason that the questions were already asked (but not answered), as the 

civil party had covered every aspect of the subject. Consequently, leaving the defence without 

the opportunity to ask questions.  

In the case of Abderraman Zeyou108, the accused was deprived of his ability to defend 

himself since he was constantly interrupted by both the prosecution and the civil party109. The 

presiding judge asked questions solely based on the alleged falsified declarations, and asked 

numerous questions about his relationship to Eênama Asfari, and none in favour of the accused. 

The prosecution asked the defendant 14 questions, whilst, in comparison, the defence were only 

allowed to ask 4 questions. The civil party asked 20 questions which Mr. Zeyou refused to 

answer. Defence attorney Mr. Mohamed Masaoudi was, during his interrogation, prohibited 

from asking Abderraman Zeyou about what guaranties he was deprived of upon arrest, as the 

question was already asked by the civil party (but not answered).  

I regard the civil partyôs competence to ask questions or to utter its views as highly 

limited, and I regard the role of the civil party as a serious breach to the right to equality of arms 

and the right to a fair trial. 

8.6. Right to call and examine witnesses  

The defence of the accused was prohibited from presenting several witnesses. Mr. Toubali 

urged at the end of his testimony that the presiding judge must call upon the parliament member 

Mrs. Gajmulla, who went with him to the hospital and could serve as his witness and prove his 

innocence. The presiding judge had earlier in the process refused to summon her to testify. The 

same goes for several of the other accused, which all claim that they had witnesses that can 

prove their innocence. The court summoned the witnesses that Mr. Asfari, Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. 

Zeyou and Mr. Lakfawni requested. All the detainees requested the court to assemble 

inhabitants from the camp, but their request was denied.  

The only witnesses testifying about the life within the camp are witnesses placed 

forward by the prosecution office. These witnesses describe the Gdeim Izik camp as a violent 

resistance camp, and ultimately that the military attacked the camp because the inhabitants, 

after an agreement, had refused to leave the premises. The accused urge that no such agreement 

was set into place, and that the agreement was that the minister of interior would visit the camp 

the following Monday. The minister that was in negotiations with the Dialogue Committee has 

not been summoned to testify, whereas the accused urge that the only way to find the truth is 

to summon the ones that were in direct negotiations with the inhabitants of the camp.  

 

It is of utmost importance that other witnesses are summoned to testify, in order to reach a 

                                                 
107 See appendix 1, day 7, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Haddi.  
108 See appendix 1, day 7, for a summary of the declaration given by Mr. Zeyou. 
109 Constant interruptions during testimonies happened on several occasions for all accused.  
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sufficient clarification of the case file. The detainees urge that the court has an obligation to 

summon their informative witnesses which could testify about the Gdeim Izik camp, and to 

what happened on the morning of the 8th of November. The court has only allowed witnesses 

requested by the prosecution office, leaving the painting one-sided with declarations that the 

detainees urge is falsified against them, and with witnesses that lack the necessary credibility. 

It is therefore of importance that informative witnesses from both sides are summoned to testify 

about the events, as to reach a sufficient clarification, and for the detainees to be able to defend 

themselves against the story told by the prosecution office.  

8.7. Right to defence and right to be informed promptly of the charge 

Under international standards, anyone arrested or detained has the right to be assisted by a 

lawyer without delay, and to communicate and consult with his/her lawyer without interception 

or censorship and in full confidentiality. This right may be delayed only in exceptional 

circumstances, and must comply with strict criteria determined by law. The Human Rights 

Committee have highlighted that in relation to article 14 of the ICCPR, a person deprived of 

liberty should have access to a lawyer within 48 hours of their arrest or detention.  

This principle also entails a guarantee of being informed of the charges against you 

promptly. When the accused are interrogated, they are accused of killing ñsome personsò. The 

names of the victims are now submitted into the case file in accordance with the submitted 

autopsy reports, but the accused do not have information of which victim they allegedly caused 

the death of, among the 11 victims. Thus, the accused have not received information about who 

they allegedly killed during the dismantlement of the Gdeim Izik camp in 2010, as the accused 

have never received information about who, how and when they killed the alleged victims. The 

accused have therefore not received adequate information about the charges, and they are in 

this regard prohibited from defending themselves, as they do not know what to defend 

themselves from. The lack of clarity of the case and the charges goes hand in hand with the lack 

of material evidence against the accused.  

8.7.1. The breach of confidentiality concerning the relationship between the 

detainees and their lawyer 

During the proceedings held in the Court of Appeal in Salé, the detainees were on numerous 

occasions prohibited from speaking to their defence attorneys. The detainees were situated in a 

glass-cage within the courtroom and thus separated from their attorneys, and the detainees made 

the courtroom aware of their lack of ability to confer with their attorneys on several occasions, 

in particular when new witnesses were enlisted into the proceedings. During the proceedings 

conducted in January, it was made clear that the defence lawyers had not been given the right 

to meet with their client, despite numerous requests, and that the defence were not given access 

to the complete case file110.  

 

On the 19th of July, a meeting took place between observers Mrs. Isabel Lourenço, Mr. Mads 

Andenæs, Mrs. Tone Sørfonn Moe and the released detainees Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi. Mr. 

Daff and Mr. Laarabi informed us about their meetings with their lawyers.  

 Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi added that during their detention time, the contact with their 

defence lawyers was on a minimum basis, mainly due to a long travel distance. The lawyers are 

                                                 
110 See appendix 1, day 2, for a summary of the proceedings conducted on January 25th.  
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situated over 1000km away in Western Sahara, and the prisoners are being in held in El Arjat 

Prison, in Salé, Morocco. This travel distance makes the visitation even more difficult.  

 Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi informed us that the meetings with their lawyers were always 

in the presence of prison guards inside the room, except on one occasion when Mr. Massoudi 

(defence lawyer since the military trial, Moroccan national and member of AMDH ï the 

Moroccan Association of Human Rights) met with the accused in El Arjat Prison. On this 

occasion, the communication took place through a closed door with guards placed outside the 

room.  

 Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi, also stated that Mr. Lili (defence lawyer since the military 

trial and Sahrawi national) at one occasion told the Prison Director (Mr. Khali El Manaâ) that 

the presence of prison guards inside the room was illegal during the meetings, and constituted 

a breach of lawyer confidentiality. The prison Director did not respond in favour of Mr. Lili. 

The prison director stated that ñit had to be like thatò, and ordered the guard to stand outside 

the room with the door open.  

 Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi also informed us that their Sahrawi lawyers had to undergo a 

body search upon visitation. It is reason to believe that the lawyers of Sahrawi origin were 

treated differently than their colleagues of Moroccan origin.  

 

The group have further been represented by three French lawyers, Mrs. Ingrid Metton, Mrs. 

Oulfa Ouled and Mr. Joseph Breham. Mrs. Metton and Mrs. Ouled met with the detainees on 

the 24th of March 2017, after obtaining a special authorization from the Tribunal of Rabat to 

meet with three of their clients, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Banga and Mr. Laroussi. Mrs. Metton and Mrs. 

Ouled have informed us that on March 24th they were able to conduct a meeting with these three 

clients for two hours, whilst the door was closed and the guards were placed outside. The 

lawyers did not have any problems protecting lawyer confidentiality on the 24th of March, due 

to the obtained special authorization.  

 Prior to March 24th, the French lawyers asked the President of the Court of Appeal in 

Salé for a meeting with their clients on several occasions. Such a meeting was granted on one 

occasion, on the 26th of December 2016. During this meeting, Mrs. Ingrid Metton and Mrs. Olfa 

Ouled informed us that confidentiality was not guaranteed. The lawyers were on the 26th of 

December able to meet with one of their clients, Mr. Asfari, in a small room behind the 

courtroom, surrounded by guards.  

 

During the proceedings conducted on the 16th of May, the accused wished to withdraw 

themselves from the proceedings. Prior to the withdrawal, the defence attorneys and the 

detainees were given the courtroom to consult with their clients. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki were 

escorted out of the courtroom and were prohibited from consulting with their attorneys 

alongside with the rest of the group. This exclusion of two of the accused from the rest of the 

group is to be regarded as a breach to legitimate defence.  

8.7.2. New defence attorneys appointed on the 16th of May.  

On the 16th of May, the detainees and the defence attorneys withdrew from the proceedings. 

Consequently, new defence lawyers were appointed by the presiding judge111. The presiding 

                                                 
111 See appendix 1, day 18, for more information upon the withdrawal and appointment of new defense 

lawyers 
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judge appointed four attorneys, whereas two of the attorneys were already present, since they 

belonged to the civil party representing the victims. The newly appointed defence lawyers, 

which were appointed on the 16th of May (Mr. El Allame Noredin, Mr. Rachid El Moussaoui, 

Mr. Abdelhafid and Mr. Salhli Saad) acted as defence lawyers until the verdict landed on the 

19th of July.  

 

After the appointment of the new defence attorneys, the court commenced directly with the 

questioning of witnesses. The newly appointed defence attorneys walked over from one side of 

the room (the civil party side) to the other side (the defence side), and the questioning began. 

The questions placed forward by the newly appointed defence attorneys were in direct line with 

the questions put forward from the civil party.   

 After the questioning of the witness, the newly appointed attorneys urged the court to 

adjourn the session, and to give them time to review the case documents and prepare their 

defence. The presiding judge refused to adjourn the session based on this request, and stated 

that he would adjourn the session ñon any other basis, for example if the civil party being tiredò. 

The court thereafter adjourned the session upon a request from the civil party, which requested 

to adjourn due to tiredness.  

It remained clear that the defence attorney was not given the case file until the 18th of 

May, and it is evident that the defence attorneys were not given sufficient time to review the 

case documents in order to give an adequate defence. During the final arguments delivered from 

the defence, it became clear that the defence attorneys did not have access to the complete case 

file, as they did not have sufficient access to the phone recordings nor the autopsy reports112. It 

should be noted that the Civil party, which was not a formal party to the proceedings, had access 

to the complete case file, and it became clear during the final arguments that the civil party 

aided the defence team by sharing notes from their case file.  

 

The accused refused from the 16th of May to the verdict landed on the 19th of July to be a part 

of the court case, and they have affirmatively declared that they do not wish to be represented 

by the newly appointed lawyers. Regarding contact with the appointed Moroccan lawyers on 

the 16th of May, Mr. Daff and Mr. Laarabi confirmed that there was no contact of any kind 

between the detainees and the new lawyers, nor did they receive any phone calls and reaffirmed 

that all the accused rejected these lawyers and did not recognize them as their defence. Mr. Daff 

and Mr. Laarabi stated that it is not possible to trust lawyers who prior to their appointment 

were sitting and working with the civil party (i.e. the newly appointed defence lawyers were 

prior members of the defence team defending the victims). The only time that the detainees saw 

the appointed defence lawyers was in the news on the Moroccan TV in the prison. 

8.8. The right to be tried without unfair delay  

Pursuant to article 14, subparagraph 3(c), of the ICCPR, everyone has the right to be tried 

without undue delay. Undue delay must be assessed on the merits of each specific case, 

considering the complexity and the special circumstances of each case. This guarantee relates 

not only to the time between the formal charging of the accused and the time by which a trial 

should commence, but also the time until the final judgement on appeal. All stages, whether in 

first instance or on appeal must take place ñwithout undue delayò. 

                                                 
112 See appendix 1, day 27 and 28, for a summary of the final arguments delivered by the defense.  
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Firstly, the prisoners have remained in prison for over six years, without a final 

judgement. The prisoners have thus been deprived of their freedom for over six years, without 

a fair trial and without a final judgement. This time span is to be regarded as undue delay, where 

neither the complexity or the special circumstances entails that the process of investigation 

should take over six years. As it follows, this time span is at best a breach of the right to be tried 

without unfair delay, but can also be argued to be a direct breach to the right to freedom.  

8.9. The right to a public hearing  

A decision not to hold a public hearing needs to be taken before the hearing and may only be 

granted under specific circumstances. If it is still, when the hearing is ongoing, unclear whether 

the hearing is public or not, and if some people are not let into the courtroom, the hearing does 

not raise to the standards of international law. 

All Sahrawis wanting to attend the trial had difficulties entering the courtroom. Many 

of the family members were prohibited from entering upon arrival. It was therefore only a small 

number of the family members who entered the courtroom. It is therefore from this fact alone 

clear that the hearing does not raise to the standards of international law.  

 On January 23rd, Mr. Abde Sbai (the brother of Mr. Ahmed Sbai) was allowed to enter. 

Mr. Sbai was, within the court facilities, approached and surrounded by a dozen police officers. 

He was told to follow them and exit the courtroom. Once outside he was told to leave, or be 

placed inside of a body bag. Mr. Sbai thus left the courtroom, and did not try to enter the 

following days. 

 Mrs. Laila Fakhouri acted as our translator during our stay in Morocco. Ms. Fakhouri 

had difficulties entering the courtroom on March 13th, and was told that she was on a ñnon-

enter-listò. The police in control stated that the reason for the exclusion was the fact that Ms. 

Fakhouri is ñSahrawiò. I stayed at the control point with Ms. Fakhouri, whilst Mrs. Isabel 

Lourenço accompanied by Mrs. Paloma Lopez, MEP and vice-president of the Western Sahara 

Intergroup of the European Parliament, discussed this matter with the security officers inside 

the courthouse. After one and a half hour, Ms. Fakhouri entered. She has entered the courtroom 

each day following this incident.  

 Mr Sidi Mohamed Balla also acted as our other translator. Mr. Balla was part of our 

group of observers, and he tried to enter the courthouse with our group, and although Mrs. 

Lourenço and Mrs. Lopez argued with the security officer concerning both cases, Mr. Balla was 

not allowed to enter. The exclusion had no justification or explanation. 

8.10. Circumstances surrounding the trial  

The case of the ñGroup Gdeim Izikò is a case of great political importance. Noam Chomsky 

said that the Gdeim Izik camp started the Arab spring in 2010113, when thousands of Sahrawi 

demanded their right to self-determination in a peaceful protest in the middle of the desert. 

Thus, the case draws attention from the international community114, the Moroccan population 

and the Sahrawi themselves. During the days prior and during the proceedings, the media 

                                                 
113 For more intel on this subject, one may review the Wikipedia page upon ñGdeim Izikò. See link 

(09.08.2017): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gdeim_Izik_protest_camp  
114 See appendix 5 and 6 for a listing over several of the public statements issued concerning the court 

case of Gdeim Izik. The list is not complete. 
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overflew with propaganda portraying the Gdeim Izik camp as a violent military camp, and the 

accused as murderers.  

 

The international observers were constantly being followed by Moroccan civilian agents, and 

are constantly filmed and taken pictures of.  

During the proceedings held in January 2017, a Norwegian delegation consisting of 43 

politicians, students, activists, and of other occupations, attended the hearings. Mr. Hans Inge 

Alander and Mr. Diego A. Vaula Foss were members of this Norwegian delegation. Mr. 

Alander and Mr. Foss travelled on Wednesday January 26th to El Aai¼n, the capital of occupied 

Western Sahara. They were stopped at the El Aai¼n airport, and transported back to the airport 

in Casablanca. They were detained at the airport for three days, where they were kept isolated 

without food and water on the first day, awaiting expulsion from Morocco, 

On March 25th, Isabel Lourenço, when working alongside with Equipe Media (a news-

agency from Western Sahara), found herself in a house surrounded by the police. The police 

threatened to invade the house in which Mrs. Lourenço and the journalists were staying. The 

police did not follow up on their threats, they did however surround the house until late 

afternoon.  

 

On the 16th of May, the detainees and their defence attorneys requested to withdraw themselves 

from the court case. The French attorneys, Mrs. Ingrid Metton and Mrs. Oulfa Ouled, were 

expelled from the courtroom. The French attorneys were prohibited from giving a final 

statement to the court and from withdrawing from the court case. The French attorneys were 

therefore de facto expelled from the courtroom in the capacity of being defence lawyers, and 

were forcefully escorted out by the security personnel. Mrs. Ingrid Metton and Mrs. Oulfa 

Ouled have placed forward complaints to the French Police Intelligence, the Public prosecutor 

of France and the Paris bar association.  

 

The Court facilities are guarded by a large number of military forces, closed down with fences. 

Upon entrance one must go through three ñcheckpointsò, a full body search, and give away all 

technological equipment (i.e. phones, computers, cameras) and water upon arrival.  

 Demonstrations are held just outside of the courthouse. The Sahrawi were given a place 

(fenced in) in the middle of the parking lot, whereas the Moroccans were surrounding them on 

every side (also fenced in). The Moroccans had four speakers, used to play both music (the 

national anthem and the speech given my King Hassan II during the invasion of Western 

Sahara) and to hold appeals. The Sahrawi were placed in the centre, without the same means. 

The nature of the demonstrations could reach an aggressive level.  

 On January 24th, the Moroccan protesters threw several objects against the Sahrawi. I 

was told that the Moroccan protesters threw dead rats, water bottles, bottles with acid mixed in 

the water, and oranges. Several Sahrawi were injured. Kamal Larroussi (8 years old), the son 

of Abdejalil Laaroussi (one of the accused), was hit with a water bottle. Mr. Mohamed Ali 

Haddi, brother of the defendant Mohamed Lamin Haddi, and Mrs. Selma Laaroussi, wife of the 

defendant Abdejalil Laroussi, presented written complaints on January 25th to the Public 

Prosecutor of the Crown about the harassment and attacks they were subjected to in front of the 

courthouse. 

 On March 13th, a journalist was arrested during the demonstrations outside the 

courtroom. His name is Mohammed Daddi, 24 years old, and is a journalist for RASD TV. I 

was informed that he was tortured in Rabat, and that he had been transported by plane to El 
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Aaiún, where he, until March 14th at 7 p.m. remained in custody. Mr. Daddi was presented in 

front of an investigative judge on March 17th, clearly breaching the 48-hour time-frame.  

 On March 23rd, a grand demonstration took place in El Aaiún in support of the Gdeim 

Izik prisoners, and to protest the political, economic, and social marginalisation that the Sahrawi 

live under. The protest consisted of students and young unemployed. People present at the 

demonstration report the use of brutal violence from the police forces, and many young Sahrawi 

were attacked by the police forces in the streets and several houses were raided. 
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9. Conclusion and final remarks 
In relation to the conducted proceedings against the group of Gdeim Izik, I regard the breach 

of the international norms relating to the right to a fair trial, established in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and in the relevant international instruments accepted by the State 

concerned, of such gravity that the deprivation of liberty of the 19 detainees is of an arbitrary 

character. The 19 detainees were subjected to abductions or arrest not respecting their most 

basic human rights, involving torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

This was the case both during their arrest and during their detention. The group has for nearly 

7 years been held imprisoned without a final verdict, and was on the 19th of July 2017 

condemned in the absence of criminal material evidence.  

First, I find that the usage of the reports conducted by the police and the gendarmerie as 

the main evidence against the accused as being the gravest breach to international norms, and I 

regard the usage of these reports as a breach to art. 15 of the Torture Convention. I find it clear 

that the Group of Gdeim Izik have been subjected to torture, and that Morocco is in violation 

of multiple articles listed in the Convention against Torture. Including torture during arrest and 

interrogation (art.1); failure to investigate (art.12); violation of the right to complain (art.13); 

obligation to compensate and reparation (art.14); usage of confessions obtained through torture 

(art. 15); and inhuman treatment in detention (art. 16).  

The Moroccan Judges have affirmatively declared on several occasions that the 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment and 

Punishment of 1984, and the CAT decision (CAT/C/59/D/606/2014) regarding the case of 

Eênama Asfari, have no legal binding at their court. However, the convention as interpreted by 

CAT is legally binding for Morocco under international law, and according to the convention 

Morocco has a legal obligation to implement the convention in domestic law. I urge that the 

prohibition against torture is absolute, and that it is a safeguard that should protect every human 

being.  

In relation to the evidence against the Group Gdeim Izik, the file in the court case 

contains both illegal evidence and evidence which are inadmissible. I urge the need to examine 

where the witnesses that could identify the detainees originate from, and the veracity of the 

witnessesô declarations.  

Second, I find that the proceedings constitute both a breach to the right of equality of 

arms and right to defence, and thus a violation of article 14 of the ICCPR. The court case 

includes serious breaches to both international law and procedural norms, and it remains clear 

from the court´s prior rulings and the court´s handling of the evidence file, in particular the 

questioning of the witnesses, that there is a great risk that the court did not independently 

investigate the evidence placed forward, and as such did not base its ruling on evidence and 

legal provisions.  

I regard it as evident that this court case entails a political prosecution, and it is clear 

that the international community must intervene to ensure justice for this group of political 

activists from the occupied territories of Western Sahara.  

  

          21 September 2017  

 

 

 

Tone Sørfonn Moe (Norway)  
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1. Summary from the proceedings.  
Please note that the content of the appendix does not entail the minutes from the proceedings, 

but constitutes a summary from the proceedings held against the Group Gdeim Izik at the 

Appeal Court in Salé, from December 26th 2016 to the 19th of July 2017. The summary is 

conducted and hereby signed by Tone Sørfonn Moe and Isabel Lourenco.  

 

The proceedings held in the court case of Gdeim Izik entailed a total of 31 days.  

 

Day 1 ï On the 26th of December 2016, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The trial against the Group of Gdeim Izik commenced at 10am on the 26th of December at the 

Tribunal de Premiere Instance de Sale.  

 

There were 24 on trial, while only 23 were present at court. Mohamed El Ayubi was not present 

at the trial proceedings, as he was sentenced to 20 years under provisional release due to his 

debilitated health condition.  

 

The 21 prisoners present in court were situated in some sort of ñglass-cageò, on the right hand 

side of the courtroom. The ñglass-cageò was guarded by a dozen policemen. The placement of 

the prisoners in the ñglass-cageò meant that they were not able to hear the proceedings and that 

they were not able to collaborate with their defence attorneys; and therefore, isolated from 

following their own appeal. 

 

The trial was officially made open to the public. The families of the victims were given access 

to the courtroom, and were placed as observers in court, while the defendantsô families were 

not given access to the courtroom, and were denied access upon arrival. Similarly, Moroccan 

media was granted access to the courtroom with cameras and recording devices, whereas 

international media were declined to enter with cameras, mobile phones and such. 

 

The first day of proceedings raised two main questions; (1) partial status and (2) provisional 

release pending trial. 

 

Regarding the question of postponement, the defence did not want the trial to be postponed, 

and requested that the trial was to commence, still with one of the accused missing. The 

prosecution invoked that the trial was to be postponed until the last accused appeared before 

the court. 

 

The president of the court invoked that a party missing participation from the trialôs beginning 

could not be a part in the appeal. Furthermore, the judge claimed that the international lawyers 

did not have the sufficient knowledge of the Moroccan legal system. 

 

The court invoked that international law does not take precedence over Moroccan law, and 

furthermore that the Moroccan legal system was in correlation with its international obligations. 

In that regard, the court did not have to emphasize the international treaties. 

 

The next question concerned provisional release pending trial. Proceedings commenced with 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 86 

the French lawyers arguing for provisional release. 

 

Mr. Joseph Breham argued solely for the release of Mr. Eênama Asfari. Mr. Breham tried 

repeatedly to highlight the 12 December 2016 decision of the Committee against Torture, which 

concluded that the confessions used as evidence at the Military court was obtained through 

torture. This was denied by the president. 

 

Mr. Breham invoked that Morocco, as a party of the Convention against Torture, is obliged to 

exclude evidence obtained through torture. Similarly, the defence argued, as the Committee 

against Torture had stated on the case of Mr. Asfari, that a proven torture requires 

compensation, and the defendant should therefore be released. 

 

The Court ruled that the torture conventionôs decision was irrelevant while discussing 

provisional release pending trial. Thus, the Court denied Mr. Breham to bring the convention 

and its decision up in the proceedings. 

 

During the proceedings, made by Mr. Breham, the Moroccan prosecution interrupted 

repeatedly, and at several occasions even raised to their feet and waved. The judge did not 

interfere. The prosecution also claimed that foreign lawyers are not allowed to address the court 

in any other language than Arabic. Therefore, the French lawyers was bound to address the 

Court through a translator. 

 

Mrs. Ingrid Metton argued for the release of every prisoner, and made the Court aware of 

circumstances within the courtroom. For instance, the prisonersô inability to adequate follow 

the trial, due to the fact that the prisoners were unable to hear the proceedings inside of the 

ñglass-cageò. Or their missing consent when it comes to pictures being taken of them, their 

lawyers and the international observers in Court. As well as the publication of these unapproved 

pictures by Moroccan media. 

 

Mr. Mohamed Masaoudi further argued that the prisoners on trial were innocent. As such, one 

cannot speak of a fair trial when 21 innocent men have been imprisoned for 6 years. It was here 

argued that the accused are imprisoned based on a decision that is null and void. The prisoners 

are not proven guilty, and their right to be regarded as innocent until proven guilty is severely 

violated. The defence thus argued that a continued imprisonment violates the right to freedom. 

 

The defence also claimed that the accused are political prisoners that were in negotiations with 

the Moroccan government during their time at the protest camp in Gdeim Izik. It was argued 

that all the accused are peaceful political activist that promotes human rights and the right to 

life, and therefore condemn the loss of life. 

 

The defence invoked guarantees where they proved that all of the 21 prisoners have homes, 

where some of the accused have, or had, secure jobs. It was argued that the defendants were 

willing to appear in front of the court every day in order to prove their innocence; both to the 

Moroccan government and the people. 

 

The court ruled that the trial was to be postponed until the 23rd of January. The verdict was 

based on the missing defendant (Mohamed El Ayubi, released on provisional release) and the 
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complex questions invoked (partial status). 

 

Furthermore, the court ruled that none of the accused were to be granted provisional release 

depending trial. 

 

Day 2 ï On the 23th of January 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The appeal for the ñGdeim Izik 25ò resumed at the Tribunal de Premiere Instance de Sal® in 

Rabat, Morocco on the 23rd of January 2017. 

 

At 10:45 am the presiding judge, followed by five other judges, entered the courtroom and 

stated: ñIn the name of the king we open this courtò. 

 

The defendants were brought into to the courtroom in two groups. The first group entered the 

courtroom shouting ñlabadil labadil antakrir al massirò ï the only solution is self- 

determination. 

 

The judge called for respect for the court, and reminded everyone present that the court respects 

the rule of law. The second group did not arrive, and the president called for them. The second 

group shouted: ñtorture, torture, torture!ò from the basement. It was made clear that the 

prisoners had been woken up at 4:00 am in the morning, and kept in an ice-cold basement until 

the court was opened. 

 

The families of the accused were allowed to enter the courtroom (i.e. every Saharawi were 

prohibited from entering at the proceedings in December 2016). Protests emerged within the 

court facilities when the families arrived. The Saharawiôs called for the right to self- 

determination, whereas the Moroccans demanded conviction of the criminals and justice for 

the victims. 

 

The defence demanded chairs for all of the accused, so they could be placed within the 

courtroom, and follow the proceedings. The defendants were ordered back into the glass-cage. 

 

The presiding judge informed the court that the glass-cage had newly installed speakers inside 

of the ñcageò, but the defendants were still prohibited from collaborating with their defence 

attorneys. Shortly after the prisoners were placed inside the glass-cage the defendants 

themselves made it clear that they could not adequately follow the proceedings, as the active 

parts did not sufficiently use the microphones. Despite of this, the prisoners remained inside 

the ñglass-cageò for the whole three days. Regardless of the numerous complaints made by both 

the accused themselves and by the defence. 

 

The defendants were furthermore deprived of their papers and pens, which they had brought 

from the prison to take notes from the proceedings. The defendants claimed that they needed 

their pens and papers to adequately follow the proceedings and to adequately answer the 

accusations put forward. 

 

Mohamed El Ayubi was not present at the proceedings. The courtroom was informed that Ayubi 
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was, due to his health condition, in hospital. The prosecution reported that Mohamed El Ayubi 

had been informed of the proceedings through a distant relative. The prosecution insisted that 

this was adequate, meaning that Ayubi had been sufficiently informed about the proceedings. 

The defence however, argued that this was not sufficient, and that Ayubi had the right to be 

informed of the trial in person. If the authorities were unable to get a hold of Ayubi, they had 

to forward the information to a close relative. However, it was pointed out by the defence that 

the public office clearly knew where he was. 

 

The question that was raised was whether the group case was to be postponed due to the fact 

that one of the accused was missing. After a recession, the court ruled that the proceedings 

should commence without Ayubi, and that the case of Ayubi was to be separated from the rest 

of the group and held on March 13th of 2017. 

 

After a break, the defendants refused to come back into the courtroom due to the fact that they 

were not given their pencils back. The court ruled that the 22 prisoners in the ñglass-cageò were 

to be given, in total, three pens and three pieces of paper. Furthermore, the prisoners could only 

keep paper that were in compliance with the case put forward and that were relevant for the 

proceedings. The presiding judge would therefore go through all the documents. The judge 

pointed out that this was a ñmatter of securityò since the prisoners could easily ñkill someoneò 

with a pen. 

 

Since the presiding judge had ruled that the trial would commence, the defence argued that they 

needed more time to prepare their defence. They had not been given the chance to meet with 

their clients, despite numerous requests. Also, the defence had not been given access to all of 

the case documents. The defence therefore asked for 24 hours to prepare their defence alongside 

with their clients. 

 

The defence was given ñ24 hoursò until 10 am the next day. However, the time was then 5:40 

pm, so in reality the defence was only given 16 hours and 20 minutes, including the night. 

  

Day 3 ï On the 24th of January 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The court commenced at 10:45 am. 

 

The defence started the proceedings. The defence claimed that they had not been given 

sufficient time to prepare their defence, where they had asked for and had been given 24 hours. 

The defence therefore argued that the proceedings should be postponed until 5:00 pm. 

 

The president claimed that the defence should be satisfied with his ruling, as he had ruled in 

their favour, and had given them extra time. 

 

E°nama Asfari then requested that he was to be given his pen and paper back, which were taken 

away from him the prior day. He shouted ñthe pen is my weaponò. The president repeated his 

ruling, and declared that E°nama should be given his pen, and three pieces of paper. E°nama 

refused to receive the pen and paper, since his request concerned all the prisoners, and not just 

himself. He declared that all the prisoners are entitled to pen and papers so they could follow 
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the proceedings adequately. Thus, none of the prisoners were given pens or papers. 

 

The next question that was raised was whether the civil party was to be given a partial status in 

the proceedings. It was highlighted due to the fact that the civil party was given the case papers, 

without being a formal part of the proceedings. 

 

The attorneys advocating on behalf of the victims argued for their case for approximately three 

hours, without interruption. They claimed that article 14 of the ICCPR also entails a fair trial 

for the victims, meaning that the victims are entitled to defend their rights in a criminal case. 

The victims were thus entitled to face the culprits. The civil party further argued that because 

the Kingdom of Morocco was superior and had the necessary jurisdiction, Morocco was entitled 

to judge their equals. 

 

The defence argued that the victims were defended via the public office. Thus, the prosecution 

as a public office should protect the common interest, whereas the civil and the criminal case 

should be separated. The defence argued that the victimsô right for compensation is first and 

foremost relevant after the accused are proved guilty. 

 

The defence were interrupted numerous times, i.e. they were not able to speak as freely as both 

the prosecution and the civil party. It should be noted that the defence attorneys advocating on 

behalf of the accused consisted of several Saharawi lawyers and three French lawyers. The 

judge talked in a condescending manner to the Saharawi lawyers, and made jokes in the middle 

of the proceedings. The defence was throughout the trial prohibited from talking about the 

protest camp Gdeim Izik or the political background. 

 

The court ended at 20:40. 

Day 4 ï On the 25th of January 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The proceedings commenced at 10:30 am. 

 

Defence Lawyer Lili started the proceedings by pointing out some main issues that should be 

dealt with by the judge: The fact that the accused still didn't have any writing material; the 

threats made against Abde Sbaai, the brother of the accused Ahmed Sbaai, inside the court 

building; the fact that Mrs. Claude Mangin, French citizen and wife of Mr. Naama Asfari was 

expelled from the country and had no authorization to attend her husbandôs trial and finally the 

fact that some members of ASVDH (a Saharawi organization legalized by the Moroccan 

government) were not allowed to enter the court building to attend the proceedings. 

 

The defence of the accused continued the proceedings upon procedural matters. This raised 

question about (1) the jurisdiction of the court, (2) documentation regarding the arrest and 

custody, (3) medical examination to prove the use of torture, and (4) witnesses. 

 

One question raised in particular both discussions and protest within the courtroom. The French 

attorneys tried to bring forward the fourth Geneva Convention, but was prohibited when grand 

protests arose within the courtroom. 
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The civil party literally screamed out that the great Kingdom of Morocco has the supremacy 

over Western Sahara, and that the ID cards of the Saharawi prove that they are Moroccans (all 

Saharawiôs are forced to have a Moroccan name and a Moroccan ID card, and were at the start 

of the occupation deprived of their national identity). The civil party claimed that the French 

attorneys had no respect for the Kingdom of Morocco or this courtroom. 

 

The presiding judge claimed that the international conventions were not legal instruments in 

his courtroom, and furthermore claimed that they could not be forwarded as legal sources in his 

courtroom. The presiding judge remained ignorant to the fact that the French attorneys were 

prohibited from presenting their case. 

 

The defence argued that all the documentation (i.e. documents relating to the arrest and length 

of custody) could not be used as evidence in the courtroom, as they were extracted through the 

use of torture. 

 

The prosecution argued that torture had never taken place, and that claims about torture had 

never been forwarded from the prisoners. The prosecution further argued that the court had to 

trust public officials. 

 

Regarding the CAT decision on the case of E°nama Asfari the prosecution argued that E°nama 

had never been tortured. Asfari had, after the CAT decision, been approached by two police 

officers who wanted Asfari to come with them to Casablanca. E°nama refused due to the fact 

that he wanted his defence attorneys to be present at the examination. The prosecutor claimed 

that the fact that E°nama would not go with two police officers for examination, proved that he 

was only making false accusations. 

 

The civil party advocating on behalf of the victims supported the defence in their request for 

both witnesses and medical examinations, but claimed that all the documentations had to be put 

forward as evidence. 

 

The court ruled that the Tribunal de Premir̄e Instance in Sal® was competent and had necessary 

jurisdiction. 

 

Also, the prisoners were to be given medical examinations, both physical and mental 

examination. 

 

The court ruled that the defence could present all the witnesses, excluding the Moroccan 

authorities and ex-ministers that had been in negotiations with the Gdeim Izik dialogue 

committee, and inhabitants from the camp. The defence was prohibited from laying forward a 

video tape from the dismantlement. Thus, the police and gendarmerie officers who drafted the 

ñminutesò (documents relating to the arrest and custody), were convened. The documentation 

could furthermore be placed forward as evidence. 

 

Furthermore, it was ruled to postpone the discussion upon partial status for the civil party, i.e. 

the attorneys advocating on behalf of the victims. The court refused to grant provisional release. 

 

The Court ended at 11:20 pm. 
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Day 5 ï On the 13th of March 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The proceedings against the group commenced on the 13th of March at 10:20 am. 

 

The defence started the proceedings although they claimed that the proceedings could not 

commence until the reports from the medical examinations were presented as they were crucial 

for the further assessment of evidence. The defence argued that the evidence against the group 

consists of confessions retrieved through torture and is therefore illegal evidence, as set forward 

in Article 15 of the Convention Against Torture. The presiding judge ruled to continue the 

procedures without the reports. 

 

Witnesses who had been permitted into the case file were present in the courtroom, but were 

not questioned. There were several eyewitnesses, as well as policemen who had summarized 

the confessions and documents around the group's arrest. 

 

The procedures continued with lodging the evidence in the case. The evidence case was 

transferred from the Military Court of Rabat to the Court of Appeal in Rabat for a new 

evaluation after a referral by the Court de Cassation. The following pieces of evidence where 

also presented: 19 telephones, 3 axes, and 4 knives/machetes and one CD. A discussion took 

place as to whether the CD should be submitted as evidence. The defence claimed that the CD 

was not part of the list of evidences submitted to the defence, and that the CD was not part of 

the confiscated evidence, and was made after the dismantlement of the camp and the accused 

crimes.  

 

The court decided that the contents of the CD should be portrayed to the court, but did not admit 

the CD as part of the evidence in the case postponing this decision to a later time. The content 

was a video of the Gdeim Izik camp, where one could see people throwing stones and carrying 

knives. The video was cut, and edited with French text. The video portrays the camp as a violent 

resistant camp, and not as a peaceful protest camp consisting of families. The video was not 

admitted into the evidence file.  

 

Mohammed Ayoubi, who at the previous rounds had been hospitalized, was present in the 

courtroom. Ayoubi´s case was admitted to the group case. Defence attorney Mr. Mohamed 

Fadel Leili stood beside Mohammed Ayoubi and acted as translator since Ayubi only speak 

Hassania.  

 

Ayoubi has both kidney failure and heart problems. Ayoubi was the first defendant to be 

questioned. He had difficulty walking and has difficulty with speaking, and with lifting his arms 

after the torture he was subjected to. Ayoubi explained that. "I came to find my bread but the 

Moroccans only gave me beatings", where he stated that he has not killed anyone; that he is 

only a poor man and not a politician. He stated to be a victim of the authorities that had 

destroyed his trust, and hurt him and beaten him.  

 

He testified to how he had been woken up at 6:30 am, November 8th 2010, when police 

overpowered him in his tent, and raped him. He was held in a vehicle and taken to an unknown 

location. He was later taken to hospital because he lost so much blood, after being brutally 

raped. Ayoubi testified to how he had been tortured at the military headquarter, kept handcuffed 
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and blindfolded, forced to drink urine and eat feces, while he was naked on the floor covered 

in his own feces. He testified to how he, blindfolded and with his hands cuffed, whilst military 

personnel stood on his chest and punched his kidneys, had signed confessions, where the guards 

took his hand and placed his fingerprint on papers which he neither saw, nor were read to him. 

Ayoubi urged that his signature was a zero, and not a fingerprint as was used to signed the 

reports.  

 

In Ayoubi's declarations he confessed, (that according to his testimony were obtained under 

torture), to running over several policemen with his car. Ayoubi said that he could not have run 

over a policeman with his car, when all he had was a donkey and itôs impossible to drive a 

donkey. When asked about his stay in the Gdeim Izik camp he stated to have lived in the camp 

for a month, and that he went because others went and he needed food. When asked who gave 

him this food he stated that it was Saharawi people, and that everybody shared what little they 

have, and that he is eternally grateful to the people who gave him food. When asked who 

provided the finance for the food Ayoubi answered that he doesnôt know and does not care; ñI 

ate the bread that people gave to meò. He stated that Morocco ñgave me nothing; only hurt meò. 

He stated that he remained in the camp because the people in the camp helped him, the 

Moroccan government ñonly gave me suffering and painò, he stated. The prosecution urged 

Ayoubi to answer who gave him food, and Ayoubi answered ñI am almost dead. Why did you 

let me out? I have nothing to live for. You should just put me back in, because I already live in 

the biggest prison in the worldò.  

 

The defence claimed that the Civil Party was not allowed to ask questions, where they were not 

a formal part in the proceedings, and that they did not have the right to ask the accused any 

questions. The defence also argued, when the civil party asked questions related to the film, 

that the film was not part of the evidence file. The preceding judge refrained from ruling upon 

the matter.  

 

The civil party could ask questions. Protests broke out in the courtroom from the group Gdeim 

Izik when one of the lawyers for the civil party asked how Ayoubi could be raped in the tent, 

when he had just testified that his tent was so small that his legs were outside, and why he had 

not resisted against being raped. These questions were asked while several of the Moroccan 

lawyers from the civil party laughed. The accused in the glass-cage shouted that the Moroccans 

lawyers was laughing about the sufferance of the Saharawi people.  

 

The court commenced with interrogating Mohamed Bani. Bani started his testimony by stating 

that he had been tortured, where the scars are still visible. He stated that he is a Saharawi from 

Western Sahara, and he demanded to be tried before a court that Polisario Front and Morocco 

agreed upon. He stated that he does not recognize this Moroccan courthouse. He stated that he 

had visited the camp Gdeim Izik twice to visit his mother, his sister and his brother. Bani stated 

that his family had joined the camp because they were looking for jobs, and they had social and 

political demands.  

 

Mohamed Bani testified to how he in the morning of November 8th, at 6:30 am, had been 

abducted when he was on his way to El Aaiún to drive his two sons to school. He explained 

that he had tried to leave the camp on November 7th, but had been stopped by the police, who 

directed him back to the camps. On the way home in the morning on November 8th; Bani said 
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that he stopped the car when his car window was smashed. He then saw out the window, and 

was hit by a stone in the head and fainted. He woke up later, handcuffed and surrounded by 

military personnel. He was taken to an unknown location, whilst constantly kicked and beaten. 

He was taken to the police station and tortured together with five others he did not know. He 

was later transported from El Aaiún to Salé by plane, where he was captured along with three 

others from the group Gdeim Izik. He urged that he was constantly being beaten and spanked 

by the military forces. He was forced to sign documents blindfolded, and his fingerprints were 

taken by force. He signed documents which he said that he had neither seen nor knew the 

content of. The prosecution asked questions about movements in the camp on the night of 

November 7th, where Bani stated that everything was peaceful and normal. The prosecution 

asked him if, according to the declarations, he could tell about the people terrorizing the 

inhabitants of the camp, and stopping them from leaving, on November 7th. Bani claimed that 

this declaration is falsified; that he had never said it, and that he never witnessed anything like 

that. He was asked if he knew some of the defendants before the event, and if he had received 

orders to attack the public officials from Bourial. Bani stated that he didnôt know any of the 

fellow detainees before they met in prison.  

 

At 8:40 pm, the procedures were adjourned to the following day. 

Day 6 ï On the 14th of March 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The proceedings against the group commenced on the 14th of March at 10:40 am. 

 

The court proceeded with the interrogation of the accused. The first to be questioned was 

Machdoufi Ettaki . Ettaki was by the military court sentenced to time served, and is therefore 

not imprisoned with the rest of the group. Ettaki started his testimony with stating that, ñin the 

name of Allah, I greet the Polisario Front, and give my solidarityò. The judge asked Ettaki to 

take the politics out of the courtroom, where Ettaki answered that he considers himself as a 

Saharawi from Western Sahara; and that ñwe are tried in made up cases by the Moroccan 

occupationò. Ettaki stated that, ñas every inhabitant in El Aai¼n and every Saharawi, I had a 

tent in the Gdeim Izik campò. He told how he came to the camp with his family, and that he 

was not influenced by anyone; as every Saharawi he had social and political demands. He 

explained how the basis for the camp was the peopleôs sufferance, and their demands for basic 

human rights. He urged that the two are linked together; one cannot distinguish between the 

reason for the camp and why people went there. Ettaki stated that "itôs the people of Western 

Sahara that has suffered for more than 40 years, and that we have never killed anyone; and that 

it is Morocco, who has occupied the territory for over 40 years, who must be punished for our 

sufferance". He explained how the people lived peacefully in the camp alongside one another 

like neighbours, and that they protested inhumane living conditions in the territory. He 

explained how, when the Moroccan military forces attacked the camp, which consisted of 

children, elderly, women, handicapped and men, the forces did not give the people time to 

evacuate before they attacked. It was early in the morning when a helicopter came, and by one 

notification told us to evacuate the camp, where Ettaki claimed that the camp was attacked 

within 5 minutes.  

 

He explained how the guards had forced his finger down on a paper, whilst the confession was 

covered by another paper. The judge stated that itôs hard to make a fingerprint, whilst having 
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your hands handcuffed behind your back; Ettaki said: "I was abducted, and tortured for five 

days, without my family knowing where I was". He stated that when he came to the military 

court; he did not know that he was talking to an investigative judge. He explained how he was 

in a very bad shape; that he could barely talk due to the torture inflicted upon him, and that a 

guard had forced his eyes open. He claimed that he was being tortured inside of the court 

facilities, and was covered with blood.  

 

He explained how, when evacuating from Gdeim Izik camp on November 8th, when military 

forces attacked the camp, he helped a woman along the road. Whilst helping the woman, he 

was attacked by 10 military personnel, who arrested him. He testified to how he was beaten 

inside the car and that they transported him to the military headquarters in El Aaiún, where he 

was held in a cell for five days, blindfolded and handcuffed, and repeatedly punched and kicked. 

He explained that he had no access to toilet and urine and feces were thrown on them. The 

confessions were taken while he was blindfolded and his hands cuffed; and guards forced his 

fingerprints down to papers; which he did not know the content of. 

 

Mohamed El Bachir Boutinguiza was the next to be questioned. When he was asked how he 

reacted to the accusations, he replied that "I was arrested and imprisoned for my political 

opinions about what Morocco does in Western Sahara". When the judge asked him to stick to 

the matter, El Bachir said that he does not trust the Moroccan justice system, and claimed that 

ñI have been bitten by a snake earlierò. El Bachir told that this is a war against the Saharawi, 

dated back to 1975. He stated that he is here because of the Saharawi case, that he was abducted, 

and that 15 of his friends are still missing. He told that at an age of 16, he was imprisoned in 

the prison of Meguna. El Bachir indicated that the Fourth Geneva Convention had to be 

implemented; and that the occupation forces have abducted him from his country, and that the 

Kingdom of Morocco have no right to judge him.  

 

Boutinguiza explained how he, on November 19th, was kidnapped by masked men who were 

heavily armed. "They tortured me, clothed me naked and urinated on me, they raped me from 

behind" and they put his hands in handcuffs and blindfolded him. He told how he was 

transported from the police station, to the prison where the torture commenced. He was 

transported to the military court, where he told the judge that he needed to go to the hospital. 

When the judge asked him questions relating to the confessions, where he testified to run over 

military forces and urinated on the corpses; he said that the confessions are made up stories; 

they invent a story and take you into custody. ñI am used to this ï I am here because of my 

political beliefsò, he said. He urged that he had nothing to do with the reports, and that the 

international community must intervene. He stated that a lot of people died this day; and those 

who committed the crimes are walking freely in the streets of El Aai¼n; ñI am innocent; I am 

captured because of my political opinionsò.  

 

He claimed that he was not in the camp when it was destroyed; where he could not have 

committed the crime because he was in El Aaiún in a friend's wedding. When asked if anyone 

told him to go to the camp, Boutanguiza answered that "this is our culture; our culture is to live 

in tents in a calm atmosphere. The tent is the symbol." When asked if he knew about the 

dialogue committee he stated that everybody know this committee, and that he wished that he 

was a part of it.  
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Boutanguiza refused to answer questions from the civil party, and stated that ñthe civil part is 

not a formal part of the proceedings, and that they have already declared me guilty, depriving 

me of the principle of innocenceò. He stated that he respects the attorneys, but not when they 

are trying to cover up crimes committed by the Moroccan forces in the occupied territories in 

Western Sahara towards Saharawiôs. When asked questions about the movie, Boutanguiza 

declared that he did not recognize anything in the movie, and that the movie is manipulated as 

a part of the fabricated story.  

 

Mohammed Thalil was the third to be questioned. Thalil commenced his testimony by 

declaring his respect to the president of Polisario Front Brahim Ghali, and by asking for a 

minute of silence for the late President of the Polisario Front, Mohamed Abdelaziz. Thalil 

explained how he, for his political opinions, and as a member of the Polisario Front, had been 

abducted, tortured and imprisoned for 6 years. Thalil asked for a translator, because he speaks 

Hassaniya, as he does not speak Moroccan Arabic, as he is a Saharawi. He claimed that he did 

not recognize Morocco, which occupies his country, and that he only recognizes Polisario. He 

urged that ñI'm not a murderer, I'm here because of my political opinionsò. When asked where 

he lived, Thalil stated that he lives in Western Sahara, but when my country becomes 

independent I can live wherever I want, and urged the fact that he is a Saharawi and not 

Moroccan.  

 

Thalil explained how he never went to the camp and was in El Aaiún during the events, but that 

he wishes for self-determination for the people in Western Sahara. He claimed to have been 

arrested in El Aaiún for being a member of the Polisario Front. Thalil repeatedly tried to explain 

the reason for his arrest, but was constantly stopped by the prosecutor who raised to his feet 

and knocked on the microphone. Thalil stated; ñyou claim that this is a fair trial, but this Is all 

a theatre, I donôt care about theatre. I want to tell the truth about why I am here, in a courtroom 

inside of a country who has occupied my country. You can arrest all Saharawiôs; it will never 

change my beliefs. Morocco has occupied Western Sahara for over 40 years, and I will always 

refer to you as an occupierò.  

 

The presiding judge asked him to take politics out of the room. Thalil answered that "youôre 

only president in this room; in this room I will respect you, but the only leader I know is Brahim 

Ghali in Polisario Front". Thalil explained how he was detained together with Bachir El Khadda 

and Hassan Eddah on December 5th in 2010. Dozens of policemenôs surrounded the caf®, and 

one asked in Hassaniya ñwhere is Thalilò, and when he answered he got a bag over his head 

and was placed in handcuffs. They hit us in the car, and they pulled out my nails. He told, that 

when interrogated, they asked him if he was arrested in ñGuergueratò, where Thalil pointed 

towards the preceding judge and said; ñyou know where that is! Its where the Moroccans fled 

from the Polisario Frontò. Thalil complained on the translator numerous times, and claimed that 

he did not trust the translator, as he is Moroccan.  

 

He claimed that he was never asked about Gdeim Izik when he was questioned and was only 

questioned about Polisario Front and his trip to Algeria in August 2010, and that he has never 

read the content of the declarations, which he stated were signed under torture, where the guards 

had forced his fingers down on a piece of paper. He explained how he came from El Aaiún to 

Rabat by plane, with a bag over his head whilst handcuffed. He told how the personnel wore 

masks, and when placed in front of the investigative judge he had denied all the charges.  
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When the prosecution asked him if he had been arrested before, Thalil stated ñthis is the third 

time. They claim that I have done this or that, while my only crime is my fight for self-

determination for Western Sahara.ò Thalil stated that he has never hurt anyone, and that he has 

no problem with people, only with the Moroccan regime and the dictator. Thalil furthermore 

explained that he had travelled with a delegation in august 2010 to Algeria, which had nothing 

to do with the Gdeim Izik camp. Thalil repeated numerous times that he had never been to the 

camp, and had nothing to do with it.  

 

When the Civil party commenced their questioning Thalil mimicked that he would not answer, 

and remained silent.  

 

The court adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Day 7 ï On the 15th of March 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The court commenced on March 15th at 10:15 am, with interrogating Mr. El Bakay.  

 

Mohammed El Bakay started with sending his regard towards the defence, the civil party, the 

presiding judge and the international observers present at the trial. He thereafter plead not-guilty 

in every charge brought against him. He told about how he had built his tent in the Gdeim Izik 

camp, where he had social demands, where the natural resources are stolen from Western 

Sahara, which he has never benefited from. He urged that the camp was a symbol of peaceful 

demonstrations.  

 

He claimed that there was no official organization inside the camp, whereas the camp had no 

hierarchy, and that he is sure that the Moroccan authorities already had the intel. He stated that 

ñI am a Saharawi, I and I will not let my Sahrawian identity be questioned; where the people in 

the camp of Gdeim Izik had social demands.ñ The prosecution asked if El Bakay had received 

financial aid, or orders from someone, whilst staying at the camp; El Bakay answered that the 

nature of the Saharawis is to help others in need; and that he never received orders from anyone.  

 

El Bakay explained how he was part of the dialogue committee which was in negotiations with 

the Moroccan government. He explained how they had reached an agreement upon social 

demands, but never on evacuation. The agreement was never set into place due to the fact that 

not all parties agreed to the content. El Bakay explained how the camp grew in size, and that 

the governmental officials had told them to count the people in the camp. When asked about 

the delegation that travelled to Algeria, El Bakay answered that the camp Gdeim Izik was not 

a plan from the outside, but was a force from inside where people had social demands. When 

asked about whether Eênaama Asfari wanted to politicise the camp, El Bakay told that the 

governmental officials had told that Asfari wanted to politicise the camp, whilst ñthey only had 

social demandsò.  

 

El Bakay explained how the military surrounded the camp ever since the first tent was set into 

place, where the military forces made a wall around the camp, and made one gate. He 

condemned the intervention from the military forces, where the people in the camp were given 

10 minutes to evacuate. When the defence asked El Bakay what he meant with ñchaosò during 
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the dismantlement; if this meant that the public attacked the forces or if the military attacked 

the people; the court refused to ask the question.  

 

He told that he had been woken up by a helicopter telling people to evacuate the premises. He 

walked towards his car, and brought with him several women, and carried an old woman to his 

car which had fainted due to the teargas that the Moroccan authorities had thrown at the camp. 

He told that the majority of the inhabitants, mostly women and children, fainted from the 

teargas. 

 

The prosecution asked El Bakay about the declarations where he stated that on the evening of 

November 7th, he had conferred with the leaders in the camp (i.e. as Eênaama Asfari, Abdeljalil 

Laaroussi, and Cheikh Banga), and decided to attack the military forces the following day, and 

were given orders by Asfari to attack until death. El Bakay claimed that he had not taken orders 

from anyone.  

 

El Bakay told about, on the day of his arrest in Dakhla on September 9th in 2012, that he was 

interrogated and solely asked three questions; about his relationship with Eênaama Asfari, and 

questions about some images. El Bakay stated that he was treated nicely by the military forces, 

and during the interrogations. He claimed that he has never seen the declarations, and that the 

content remained unknown until this day. He signed them without reading them. The 

prosecution general told El Bakay to sign, and then he would be released; ñSo I signedò he 

stated. He stated that it was impossible for him to imagine at that time that the government 

would frame him, and sentence him based upon a ñmade up caseò.  

 

The defence protested after the interrogation since El Bakay had been placed on a chair with a 

name tag that stated ñterroristò on the back, whilst the interrogation was broadcasted on national 

television.  

 

Mohammed Lamin Haddi was the next to be questioned. He commenced by stating that this 

Moroccan court house does ñnot have the legitimacy to judge usò. Haddi had prepared a 

declaration of his own, and wanted to read it up. He declared that he had been present in the 

Gdeim Izik camp, due to his political activism and his human rights activism. The day of the 

dismantlement of the camp Haddi was in his house in El Aaiún, together with a journalist and 

some other human rights activists. He explained how he witnessed the protests in El Aaiún, 

where civilians were killed by the Moroccan forces, women were raped, houses were destroyed 

and hundreds of Saharawi were arrested. People were shot in the street; and two of my friends 

died that day, he said.  

 

Haddi explained how he was arrested while accompanying two doctors from the ñDoctors 

without bordersò in El Aai¼n on November 20th, 2010. Haddi explained that he was transported 

by the police to the military headquarters where he was tortured; and stated ñI still suffer under 

tortureò. He explained that they interrogated him under torture, and never asked any questions 

about the camp Gdeim Izik, only about his trip to Algeria and about international observers 

coming to the occupied territories of Western Sahara. He claimed that he was forced to sign 

declarations without knowing what was written. He explained how, at the Military Court, he 

asked the judge to witness his scars, and document that he was covered in blood; whereas the 

judge answered that he was not a doctor. He claimed that the clerk that wrote the minutes was 
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the same person which had tortured him inside of the court facilities, recognizing him by his 

perfume.  

 

He was by the prosecution asked about his trip to Algeria in August 2010, where a delegation 

of 72 people had travelled to an international forum to discuss human rights. He denied that the 

trip to Algeria and the following Gdeim Izik camp was linked in any way. He was asked 

questions about Eênaama Asfari based upon the declarations, which Haddi refused to answer 

due to the fact that the declarations are retrieved under torture, and falsified. He claimed that 

Asfari was arrested on November 7th, and it was therefore impossible that Asfari had committed 

the crimes he is accused of on November 8th.  

 

Mohammed refused to answer questions both relating to the declarations retrieved under 

torture, and questions based on the film portrayed in the courtroom on March 13th, due to the 

fact that the film is not a part of the evidence in the case, and that the film was not legitimate.  

 

When the Civil Party commenced with the questioning Mohammed Lamin Haddi refused to 

answer. He proclaimed that the civil party did not have the legitimacy to ask him questions. He 

used tape to form a cross over his mouth, as a symbol of a peaceful protest against the questions 

raised by the civil party. The civil party commenced with asking 57 questions, where Haddi 

evoked his right to remain silent. When the defence wanted to ask questions, the presiding judge 

refused to ask the questions, due to the fact that the question had already been asked. The civil 

party had thus covered every aspect that was possible to cover, prohibiting the defence from 

questioning the accused. 

 

Sidi Abderahmane Zeyou, released with time served by the Military Court in 2013, was 

thereafter questioned by the court. Zeyou approached the witness stand after putting on the 

Daraá, the traditional Saharawi costume, whilst chanting that the only solution is self-

determination. Zeyou started his declaration by expressing his condolences to the families of 

the victims, and everyone who was arrested. He stated his condolences to all the Saharawis who 

died during the dismantlement of the camp, and urged that there should not be discrimination 

between the victims. He demanded investigation into the killing of a 14 year-old boy, who was 

killed by the Moroccan forces surrounding the Gdeim Izik camp on the 24th of October.  

 

He declared himself innocent on all charges, and asked for the possibility to explain himself. 

Zeyou was repeatedly interrupted by both the Civil Party, the prosecution and the presiding 

judge. Zeyou stated that the Gdeim Izik camps, and the events following, are linked to the 

political conflict in the occupied territories in Western Sahara. He urged that the idea of the 

provisional camp was not a product of the trip to Algeria, but was a result of the repression that 

the Saharawiôs live under. He was again interrupted by the prosecution and the civil party. 

Zeyou demanded the right to both defend himself and explain himself towards and in front of 

the ones who want to incriminate him. He stated that "our political opinions deprive us of our 

social rights". The civil party interrupted again, declaring that Zeyou cannot talk about the 

Saharawis in general, but must address the charges brought against him.  

 

The Civil Party stated; "he tries to protect murderers. He is a murder and he urinated on the 

corpses". Protest raised at once in the courtroom, and the accused tried to leave the courtroom, 

due to this statement. The judge calmed the courtroom, and stated that we are not interested in 
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their opinion on guilt, and that the accused are innocent until proven otherwise. The civil party 

claimed that they, as advocating on behalf of the victims, had the right to say whatever they 

want. The defence urged the court to protect the defendants, and to remind the court that the 

accused are in the care of the court whilst being interrogated; and that the court must protect 

the defendants from being called a murderer. The defence furthermore highlighted that Zeyou 

was not charged with murder, nor molesting of corpses.  

 

The prosecution answered that the case is still in an investigation period, and that both the 

charges and the sentence can be altered by the court. The defence urged that the right to an 

appeal is universal, and that no one can be harmed by their appeal, and the court could not alter 

the charges against the accused, and that the accused, who has been released, must remain in 

freedom.  

 

The examination advanced, and Zeyou stated that the investigations after the dismantlement of 

the camp, was not set forward to reach the truth, but to revenge the political activism. He stated 

that those who killed the victims are responsible, and that the Moroccan authorities who portray 

the victims in their propaganda towards the defendants, are the ones responsible.  

 

He urged that he was not at the camp site, and that he was not involved with the crime, and that 

he was, at the time of the event, at home in his house in El Aaiún. He stated that all the 

declarations were retrieved under torture, and that he had been forced to sign them with his 

fingerprint. He claimed that he was never interrogated about the Gdeim Izik, and that he has 

evidence that support the fact that the accusations brought against him are not based on a desire 

to find the truth, but vengeance. He explained how there had been casualties on both sides; both 

from the official authorities and from the civil population; and that they are all victims; but the 

people are told lies.  

 

Zeyou told about how the Saharawi people fought a peaceful fight since 1991, and that the 

Saharawiôs do not believe in violence. What happened in the Gdeim Izik is a catastrophe he 

claimed; they are trying to help the security forces by putting the blame on other parties.  

 

He explained that the camp was surrounded, and on October 22th the camp was placed under a 

siege, like it was Gaza, and the authorities attacked the camp. ñI tried to stop the intervention 

by contacting the prosecutor general in El Aaiún, because the camp consisted of women, 

children and old people, and the result would be disastrous. My activism is the reason for my 

arrest; I have never murdered anyone and I have never harmed anyone; that goes against 

everything I believe in.ò 

 

When the civil party started to ask questions, Zeyou invoked his right to remain silent, and 

explained that he respected the attorneys but refused to answer their questions since the 

attorneys had already judged him as a criminal. The civil party asked 20 questions which Zeyou 

refused to answer. When the defence asked questions related to guaranties upon arrest the court 

refused to ask the question.  

 

The court adjourned until Monday, March 20th, at 00:40 am.  
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Day 8 - on the 20th of March 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The court commenced on the 20th March with the testimony of El Houssin Ezzaoui.  

Ezzaoui reaffirmed his innocence and his status as a political prisoner. He refused to answer 

any questions before he could show the marks of torture and to report his suffering. "I was 

tortured for days, raped, beaten, had my hands and feet nails torn, my arm was broken, and I 

had days without food or drink! They carried me on a blanket to the place where they forced 

me to sign with a fingerprint. ... I do not know the content of any statement or confession, no 

one read me anything or informed me of my rights!ò. Ezzaoui denounced the names of all the 

torturers he could identify. 

 

He urged that ñthe wealth of Morocco comes from the looting of the natural resources of 

Western Sahara!ò. Ezzaoui explained how he on the morning of the 8th of November had 

passed out due to the teargas released by the public forces. He explained how he woke up the 

next day at the hospital, not able to remember anything from the dismantlement of the camp. 

He explained how he was captured in El Aaiun on November 9th, in the occupied city of 

Western Sahara, and tortured for days, before being presented in front on an investigative judge. 

He explained how had never read the content of the declarations, and how he under pressure 

and in extremely bad shape had been forced to sign the declarations. He stated: "They ask me 

questions about the negotiations before the dismantling of Gdeim Izik! Why arenôt the 

authorities here to testify, the ones who were talking to us? Why arenôt you bringing them to 

court?ò. He explained how the unexpected attack on the camp, and their imprisonment, and the 

occupation are all linked together, where he stated that on the day of the unexpected attack and 

dismantling of Gdeim Izik's camp, Morocco was negotiating with the Polisario Front at the 

United Nations in New York.  

 

He told how he had to cross the Atlantic in a barge because the Saharawi population under 

occupation has been systematically impoverishment and has suffered for more than 40 years.  

 

Sidi Abdallahi Abahah was the second accused to be questioned on day 8 of the hearings 

against the Group Gdeim Izik. Abdallahi began by saying that the only representative of the 

Saharawi people is the Polisario Front and that he wants the self-determination of the Western 

Sahara. 

 

Abahah stated that this is all a theatre, and uttered his mistrust against the courtroom, where he 

states that; "they told us at the military court that it would be fair and in the end, they condemned 

us without evidence; this trial will be the same." 

 

Abhah explained how he had refused to undergo the medical examinations, since his lawyer 

had requested an independent doctor under the Istanbul Protocol, which was not the case of the 

medical examinations that this court had ordered. The trial can´t continue without the forensic 

expertise being finalized, Abdallahi said. When he was interrupted, he replied to the judge that 

they are all innocent and have been imprisoned for more than 6 years; now it was his turn to 

speak, and said that he spoke in his name and on behalf of all the political prisoners and the 

Saharawi people. 

 

He called on the international community and all organizations to press for MINURSO to 
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include in its mandate the protection of the Saharawi population. The judge reaffirmed once 

again that the court was not the United Nations and did not want to know; whereas Abdallahi 

replied: ñbut I want to know, I live in occupied territory!ò. 

 

He denounced that after his detention, he was tortured for three days without interruption. 

During the torture, he was constantly asked if it was in fact the accused Bachir Boutanguiza 

that had urinated on a corpse. As he wouldnôt confess to a lie, the tortured continued. He was 

beaten in prison, watered with cold water, threatened, and forced to run naked in the courtyard. 

He underwent 23 days of systematic torture. 

 

When asked about the video, Abdallahi answered that everyone that goes to Youtube can see 

that the camp of Gdeim Izik was quiet, and that everyone was sleeping before the attack. 

Abdallahi urged that the question that must be asked, if you want the truth, is why the Moroccan 

authorities attacked the camp. 

 

Abdallahi called this trial the second part of a play that began in the military court. 

He further stated that the appeal court of salé has no jurisdiction to judge him, that it would 

have to be in a court in El Aaiun, and if so happended, it would be like a referendum for the 

Saharawis in the occupied territories. I am not afraid of this court, this is just the other side of 

the same coin, he stated. 

 

Mohammed Bourial was the third to testify in front of the court. Bourial commenced his 

testimony by explaining what the Gdeim Izik camp was. Gdeim Izik was a movement consisting 

of thousands of Saharawiôs which built their tent in the desert, and had social demands. Bourial 

acted as the head of the dialogue committee, and explained how the dialogue committee and 

the government had reached an agreement two days in advance. The minister of infrastructure 

was expected to appear at the camp site with 9 tents to organize a counting of the population in 

the camp, so the government could be able to meet the social demands placed forward by the 

inhabitant. The government didnôt keep their promise, and the inhabitant in the camp was 

surprised by their attack; which took place 6 o'clock in the early hours on the 8th of November. 

He stated:  

 

ñThe Gdeim Izik camp revealed the politics of the Morocco occupier, and how they 

marginalize the people of Western Sahara, and steal our resources. The Gdeim Izik 

camp is a product of the marginalisation of all Saharawis and of Moroccoôs occupation 

of Western Sahara. The camp lasted 28 days. There was no crime. No violence. Morocco 

attacked on the 8th of November women, children, elderly and men.ò  

 

Bourial denied all the charges, and stated that ñthe one who should be tried, is the one who 

ordered the attack on the Gdeim Izik camp, not usò.  

 

Bourial told about how he, on November 7th, was approached by the chief of police in El Aiun 

who told him that ñI got E°nama Asfari tonight, tomorrow I will get youò. When asked whether 

he received orders from Eênama Asfari to attack the public forces, Burial answered that Asfari 

was already captured at that time, so giving orders was hardly possible. He told about how he, 

during the dismantlement of the camp, was at home in his house, about 4 kilometres away from 

the campsite. He told about how he, on the 8th of November, was arrested by the police and 
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transported to the police station, where he was held for five days whilst being tortured. He told 

about how he, in front of the investigative judge, was tortured. The judge just sent us away, 

claimed that he couldnôt do anything for us, Burial said.  

 

Burial invoked his right to remain silent when the Civil party placed forward questions, as of 

which the civil party has deprived him of the presumption of innocence. The defence was 

constantly interrupted during questioning by both the civil party and the prosecution, whereas 

the prosecution raised to his feet and knocked on the microphones. Bourial stated that all the 

documents are falsified, and that he did not know the content of them until he was tried in the 

Military Court of Rabat in 2013. He urged that all the confessions are signed under pressure.  

 

Brahim Ismaili  was the last to testify on the 8th day of the hearings against the group Gdeim 

Izik. Ismaili commenced with stating that this courthouse could not uphold the basic principles 

of a fair trial, as the courthouse did not have the necessary competence. We must be tried in a 

courthouse in the occupied city of El Aiun, Brahim urged. Brahim commenced with declaring 

that he, as a human rights activist, condemns all criminal and violent acts, and by sending his 

condolences to the family of the victims. I am innocent, he stated, and itôs the Morocco occupier 

who is responsible. Ismaili continued by sending his condolences to all the Saharawiôs families 

who lost a loved one during the attack on the Gdeim Izik camp, which died by the hands of the 

military forces.  

 

Isamili urged that the real reason he was here, is because Western Sahara is occupied, and that 

he was innocent of all charges. He explained how he was abducted on November 9th from his 

home in the occupied city of El Aiun. He told that his house was broken into by masked mens; 

and that he was attacked in front of his wife and his kids. He was taken into a car, and tortured 

for four days. He told that we had never read the minutes or the declarations, that he was never 

read his rights, and that his family was never informed, and that he didnôt have a lawyer present. 

He told how he, when presented in front of the investigative judge, was tortured. I told him that 

I was being tortured, but he sent me back to prison. ñThe torture commenced, and lasted for 6 

monthsò, he stated. He explained how they dressed him naked, and tortured him. He told how 

they were, in total of 90 prisoners, was placed inside one room, and afterwards placed in isolate. 

He couldnôt speak to his family; and was deprived of his rights; and psychologically tortured. 

He told that his mother died whilst he was in prison, from the shock, and how he was not 

allowed to go to the funeral. He urged that ñI am here because of my political activism. I belong 

to Western Sahara. I havenôt done anything, I protected the right to self-determinationò.  

 

During all the interrogations, he was asked about his activism for self-determination and his 

trip to Algeria, and he urged that he was never asked any questions about the Gdeim Izik. He 

explained how he went to Algeria, in august 2010, with a delegation to attend an international 

conference about the right to self-determination, where Western Sahara served as model. He 

told how they were around 500 people, and that they met with delegations from the EU, USA 

and the UK. He denounced that his only crime was his opinions about Western Sahara, and that 

he has never killed anyone. He urged that he wasnôt in the camp during the attack, and that he 

had only visited the camp in his capacity as a human rights activist. When he was asked about 

the alleged security committee inside the camp, Brahimi stated that ñI have never seen any 

committees. The Gdeim Izik camp was surrounded by the military. It had only one entrance. 

We had to go through seven checkpoint to reach the camps, and show our identity. I have no 
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informationò.  

Day 9 ï On the 21th of March 2017, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The hearings against the Group Gdeim Izik commenced with the declarations from Abdallahi 

Toubali. Toubali declared himself innocent of all charges and denounced that he, as vouching 

for a peaceful solution to the conflict, is a peaceful man. He sent his condolences to everyone 

that died in Gdeim Izik, and urged that he had nothing to do with their death, due to the simple 

reason that he wasnôt at the scene of the events. He also sent his support to all the Saharawi 

families that lost their loved ones during the attack on the Gdeim Izik camp, where he claimed 

that the Saharawi live under repression and discrimination; they see the Moroccan victims on 

the television where their only hope is that the UN will expand the competence of Minurso to 

protect human rights in the occupied territories of Western Sahara.  

 

Toubali told about how he was a member in the dialogue committee. He explained that the 

camp was born due to the marginalisation and the repression of the Saharawi people, where the 

people had social demands related to work and studies. He explained that the committee was 

elected by the people to serve as spokespersons on behalf of the citizens in the camp. He 

explained how the committee had productive meetings and that an agreement was shortly set 

into place. People came from every part of Western Sahara to join the camp. He stated that ñWe 

waited for the implementation of the agreement, but it never cameò. Toubali asked: ñWhy did 

you break the agreement? We were waiting for a solution.ò  

 

On the 4th of November, the minister of interior came on behalf of the king. Toubali explained 

that ñthe minister agreed to our terms, and was supposed to come and implement the agreement 

by giving every citizen in the camp a social card, the following Monday, the 8th of Novemberò. 

He explained how the agreement was oral, where the demands were to be met the following 

Monday, where the people in the camp were to be given a social benefit card in person, and 

thereafter leave and go home.  

 

The minister contacted us in the committee and tried to ñbuy usò with money, and he started to 

threaten us, Toubali told, and explained that on the 4th of November, the minister told Toubali 

in the street of Smara ñto take the money and leaveò ï I told him that ñthis is a commitment to 

the thousands of people in the camp. I will not let them down. Their demands are legitimate. 

They only want better living conditions. This is not a political demand. The political discussion 

is between Morocco and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republicò.  

 

He told that on the 7th of November, the day before the events, the road was blocked. He told 

how he was in a traffic accident with two cars; that he was hit by one police car, and that he 

suspected the other to be an undercover police car. He told that ñI was carried to the hospital 

where they refused to receive me, and they didnôt help me until a woman from the parliament 

came and demanded my admission. I went home, and my family took care of me where I was 

in a critical condition.ò 

 

Toubali told how he was attacked at the market by masked men, and taken to the police 

headquarters. He told that ñthey tortured me, and I couldnôt walk for a long time. They tried to 

rape me with a stick, they urinated on me, and spitted on me. I was moved to the gendarmerie 
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where I was questioned, where he asked me why I refused to take be bribes and compromises. 

They asked me about my relationship to Eenama Asfari, the Polisario Front, and the delegation 

to Algeria. They repeated the questions, and I told them that I didnôt know.ò  

 

He explained that Mr. Ezzaoui joined him on the following day, and he stated; ñhe was in a 

terrible shape. He couldnôt stand on his feet. I took of my own clothes and changed his clothesò. 

He told that; when arriving to Sale 2 prison, they were again tortured, under the surveillance of 

the prison director. He told that; ñThey took of me all my clothes. They hit and they kicked, 

and threw cold water on us. It was a small room. For two months; we were constantly harassed 

and tortured, day and night. When we complained, they tortured us together.ò  

 

Toubali urged at the end of his testimony that the presiding judge must call upon the parliament 

member that went with him to the hospital, as she could serve as his witness, and prove his 

innocence. When asked about how the camp was organized and how it was financed Toubali 

declared that: ñYou have to understand the Saharawi culture to understand the camp. We 

believe in equality and in helping each other. I cannot eat something if my friends donôt eat. 

When I buy bread, I buy 4 bread for my family, and 4 bread for the neighbours. This is our 

cultureò.  

 

Toubali stated that he had signed all his declarations without knowing the content of them, 

whilst blindfolded. The presiding judge asked Toubali to sign a document, in front of the court, 

to prove that he in fact could write his whole name and sign without looking at the document 

(i.e. looking up or to the side). The defence objected, claiming that being blindfolded and 

looking away are two different things. Toubali thereafter signed two documents in front of the 

court whilst not looking. The civil party thereafter shouted: ñThis is the same signature!ò, where 

the defence declared that they agreed.  

 

The next who was questioned was Sidahmed Lemjeyid. Sidahmed commenced his testimony 

by declaring that, if this was to be a fair trial, the trial had to be held in the occupied city of El 

Aiun. Sidahmed thereafter identified himself by: ñI was born in Western Sahara which is 

occupied by Morocco. I am president of an organization that works to reveal the human rights 

violation in the occupied territories. I am here due to my political backgroundò.  

 

He denied all the charges, and commenced by declaring what had happened to him; both the 

abduction and the torture. He told how he was transported to the gendarmerie, where he was 

tortured both psychological and physical; ñI was subject to every kind of torture. Itôs impossible 

to explain what I went through. The torture is methodical to break us. They are racistsò.  

 

He told how he was only questioned about his political activism and his activism for human 

rights. He told that the torture was so brutal, that they broke a bone in his back. When he asked 

if he could see a doctor, the one who tortured replied; ñyou deserve to die for your reports that 

insults the great Kingdom of Moroccoò.  

 

He told that he was deprived of all his rights. He told how he showed his scars to the 

investigative judge who turned him away, and sent him back to the prison for more torture. He 

told that they took of him all his clothes, and poured cold water on him and beat him. He stated 

that ñThey brought me to a cell, removed my handcuffs and my blindfold, and continued the 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 105 

torture. I donôt know where I was, or even the city. They denied me sleep and water.ò  

 

Lemjeyid explained how he showed the scars to the judge, and how he turned him away; ñHe 

saw my scars. He saw that I was being tortured. Torture must be witnessed and reported. I asked 

him for medical examination, but the judge did not uphold his responsibility as a judge; he did 

nothing.ò 

 

Lemjeyid told how he delivered a complaint to the investigative judge; the same person that he 

complained about. And that he complained to the prosecution office, and to the national council 

of human rights. I never received an answer; ñNobody helped me. The doctor himself stated 

that he couldnôt help me, because he was ñunder pressureò. This is unacceptable.ò  

 

He explained why he refused to undergo the medical examinations ordered by the presiding 

judge, where he demanded an impartial and independent examination; ñthe doctor you have 

asked to do the medical examination is employed by the Kingdom of Morocco, and can never 

be impartialò. He thanked the judge for his patience, and said; ñI have now told you about my 

sufferance. But not only mine, also of the sufferance of all the Saharawi, who have lived under 

repression since 1975.ò 

 

He urged that he had nothing to do with the camp, and that he had only visited the Gdeim Izik 

as a human rights activist, where he had interviewed people about their demands and their 

sufferance. He declared that all the statements were falsified, and the he had nothing to do with 

them; he was only accused because of his human rights activism.  

 

The next who was questioned was El Bachir Khadda. El Bachir stated that he is a human 

rights activist, and that he was one of the founders of Equipe Media in the occupied territories, 

and how he wished to talk about his abduction and the reason for it. He told how he was 

abducted on December 4th, with Hassan Eddah and Mohamed Thalil, by masked men;  

 

ñThey took us to a place unknown, and tortured us. We were blindfolded, and we did not know 

if It was day or night. We were beaten whilst interrogated about out political activismò 

 

He told how they were transported by plane to the military judge where he was placed in front 

of the judge. He has asked for water, where the judge stated that he did not run a café. When 

asked why he didnôt ask for medical examination, El Bachir answered that he feared for his life, 

he could hardly walk; and did not dear to ask for anything after being denied even water. He 

told how he was sent to Sal® 2; ñWe had no clothes. They poured water on us, with bags over 

our head. Once I was tortured because I smiled at my mother when she came to visit. The torture 

was supervised by the prison director.ò 

 

When asked why he didnôt undergo the medical examinations El Bachir declared that he 

demanded an impartial and independent examination in line with the Istanbul Protocol; where 

the once executing the examination could not be Moroccan or employed by a Moroccan 

institution.  

 

El Bachir commenced his testimony by declaring that the Fourth Geneva Convention must be 

implemented, but was constantly stopped by both the prosecution and the civil party. He 
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explained how the Geneva convention is admitted both in peace time and during armed conflict, 

according to art. 66 in the Fourth Geneva Convention.  

 

He urged that he is a Saharawi; fighting for their right for self-determination. He urged that 

these accusations were only put forward to revenge our activism and our fight for human rights. 

He stated that ñthe rule of law is absent in the country of the occupierò. When asked questions 

concerning the movie El Bachir answered that he condemns all the acts showed in the movie; 

ñI am first a human being. I am against war and for peaceò.  

 

The court adjourned at 8pm and will commence on March 22nd at 10am. 

Day 10 ï On the 22th of March 2017 at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The court commenced with questioning Hassan Eddah. Hassan Eddah declared that as a 

Saharawi, which culture is based upon ethical values and norms, and as a human rights activist, 

he condemned all the acts committed. They violate the right to life he declared. He sent his 

condolences, both to the Moroccan families, but also to the Saharawi families who lost their 

loved ones when they were killed by the Moroccan military forces during the attack on the 

camp.  

 

Hassan declared that he was abducted, tortured and imprisoned due to his political activism and 

his political opinions concerning the right for self-determination to the Sahrawi people, and the 

right to benefit from the natural resources. Hassan declared that this court was not legitimate, 

but was abruptly interrupted. Hassan tried to commence his declaration, but was again stopped 

by both the prosecution and the preceding judge. The prosecutor raised to his feet´s, knocked 

the microphone and screamed at the accused. The judge declared that Hassan, by not sticking 

to the subject and after many warnings, had refused to answer the question. The defence tried 

to advocate that the accused has the right to defend himself in the manner that he considers best, 

but was constantly stopped. The civil party answered that the accused has based his arguments 

on international humanitarian law, which had nothing to do with a Moroccan courthouse.  

 

When Hassan was giving back the word he declared that; ñThe civil party has now mentioned 

the international humanitarian law. The fourth Geneva Convention is meant to be applied. It is 

applicable in two instances, and one of them Is when a region is under military occupation. 

Western Sahara is occupied by Morocco military forcesò. 

 

The prosecution jumped to his feet and screamed, leaving the defence to ask for five minutes 

to talk to their client. After the break, Hassan commenced his testimony by explaining that 

Gdeim Izik was a peaceful protest camp, which started the Arab spring, and that the camp itself 

proved that the Saharawiôs does not want to live under Morocco occupation. Hassan declared 

that; ñunfortunately, and as the media has showed, the Moroccan government decided to attack 

the population of the camp while they were sleeping. This attack revealed the true face of the 

Moroccan regimeò.  

 

Again, the prosecution raised to his feet and screamed towards the accused. When asked where 

Hassan was arrested, he stated that he wasnôt arrested, he was abducted by masked men in a 

café. He told how he, Thalil and El Bachir, was transported to an unknown place, and tortured 
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ñin every possible wayò, and that they were, five days later, given over to the gendarmeries. He 

stated: ñWe are used to this from the occupation. We have endured torture since 1975.ò 

 

He told how the interrogation, and during the torture, he was only asked questions relating to a 

trip to Algerie in September 2010 where he attended an international conference about the right 

to self- determination, his activism and his relationship to Polisario Front. He told how they 

forced him to sign, already written reports, and declared that they were falsified. He told that 

after meeting the investigating judge ñin a terrible shape, may god forgive himò, he sent us back 

to prison.  

 

In the prison we were dressed naked, and thrown cold water on, during the winter. We were 

beaten and kicked, and filmed and taken photos of; all under the supervision of the prison 

director.  

 

Hassan urged that he was not present during the attack on the camp. The military forces 

surrounding the camp, which Hassan declared was a ñsiegeò, had stopped a caravan from 

entering the camps with medicines. Hassan declared that he had been with the caravan to 

observe the violation of the human rights, and was stopped by the police on his way back. 

Hassan declared that the falsified minutes cannot be used against him, that the evidence was 

illegal, and he urged that the reports from the medical examinations must be revealed. Hassan 

refused to answer the questions raised by the civil party, since the civil party is not yet given a 

partial status, and has therefore no capacity to ask questions.  

 

The next to be questioned was Abdallahi Lakfawni . Lakfawni condemned what had happened 

during the attack on Gdeim Izik, and sent his condolences to all who lost a loved one that day. 

Lakfawni stated: ñeverybody knows that the Gdeim Izik camp had social demands. After 28 

days, when revealing the unity of the Saharawi people, the camp was attacked during the early 

hours on November 8thò.  

 

Lakfawni explained that he was kidnapped and sent to the occupying country. He declared that 

he is arrested because the Moroccan state is trying to get rid of us, and the problems we cause 

because of our political activism. Lakfawni stated that he was arrested on December 9th 2011 

where the police attacked his cousin's house, and threw him from the window, and took him to 

an unknown place. ñThey run on our bloodò, he stated. When asked about the movie Lakfawni 

stated that ñeverything is fabricated or calculated by the Moroccan occupierò.  

 

He explained how the Gdeim Izik camp was controlled with an ñiron handò. The camp was 

surrounded by military personnel, surrounded by a wall, with only one entrance. The military 

had made 7 checkpoint, for us to enter the camp. He told how he was asleep when the military 

forces attacked the camp, and that it was like an earthquake ï it was chaos ï people were 

running, and they screamed. He told how women and children passed out due to the teargas. 

Everyone walked back to the city. He stated: ñIf Morocco had wanted us to know the truth, we 

would have had the truth; but they have buried itò. 

 

He stated that he had nothing to do with the reports, and that they were all falsified. When asked 

questions from the civil party he refused to answer.  
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The next that was questioned was Mohamed Embarch Lefkir . He declared that the Gdeim 

Izik was a protest camp, where we protested the marginalisation of the Saharawi people. He 

told that he had joined the camp the first week with his family. Lefkir declared, met with 

screams from the prosecution office, that; ñI condemn the policy of hunger that the Morocco 

occupier is leading, and the policy of foreign companies which supports the Moroccan occupier 

forces.ò 

 

He declared that on the early hours of the attack, Lefkir had passed out due to the teargas, and 

that he was carried by his family for 4 kilometres, and later walked the remaining 8 kilometres 

to his home in El Aiun. When asked about the reports Lefkir declared that he denies everything 

in them. He told that they abducted him, when he was assaulted by masked men in his uncle 

house. He told that he was beaten up in front of his family and neighbours; and that they took 

him to an unknown place. He told how they hanged him in the ceiling by his foot and hand (i.e. 

known at the chicken method), and kicked him and beaten him. He told that they put a cloth in 

his mouth and poured toilet water in his mouth; they burned him with cigarettes; poured urine 

on him; took of his nails with a clipper; electrifying him and threatened him with rape. He told 

that during the torture he was only questioned about his political position and his relationship 

to Polisario Front. The torture lasted for three days, where he was sent to the investigative judge, 

and tortured in front of the judge. They sent him to the prison, where the torture commenced, 

and he was again hanged in the chicken position. Lefkir stated; ñWe condemn the silence from 

the UN, and demand our immediate releaseò.   

 

The judge interrupted Lefkir on numerous occasions, and asked why he had signed the 

declarations. Lefkir stated that the guards, with the judge present, stated that: ñIf you donôt sign, 

I will send you back, and you will be tortured more and worse than what you have already 

endured.ò He explained how he had denied all the charges to the judge, and explained him that 

he was arrested because of his activism. Lefkir declared that the judge ñasked if I could forgive 

him. He said that this is beyond me; I am only following orders. He said that this case was 

nothingò. And I forgive him, Lefkir stated. Lefkir refused to answer any questions placed 

forward by the civil party.  

 

Lefkir ended his declarations by commenting on the medical examinations ordered by the court. 

He told that he didnôt trust the medical examinations. He told that during his examination the 

alleged doctor started to argue with him about the right to self-determination for the people in 

Western Sahara, where the doctor stated that it would be ñsaferò for him to agree with the 

Morocco state. Lefkir therefore stated that he was not sure if this woman was a doctor or a 

police officer. 

 

The court was adjourned at 10:15pm until tomorrow 11am.  

Day 11- On the 23rd of March, at the Court of Appeal, Salé. 

The hearings commenced by questioning Mohammed Babait. Babait explained that he wasnôt 

at the camp during the events, and that he didnôt have any relationship to the camp, other than 

his mother which had a tent in the camp. Babait explained how he used to visit his mother 

during lunch with his mother and his daughter, and that he lived in El Auin and worked for the 

governor. Babait explained that he was arrested 9 months after the dismantlement of the camp, 
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and that the ones who arrested him knew him and knew that he had nothing to do with the camp. 

He told that they had taken him to the police headquarters, and he asked the police chief why 

he was there, where the police chief answered that the others had to ñtake care of himò, because 

he knew him. He told that they pulled a bag over my head and beat me. The next day he was 

taken back to an office, where we broke the fast; it was during Ramadan. Some men entered 

the room and pulled a hood over his head again, and pushed him down the stairs; and transported 

him to a warehouse. 

 

ñThey took off all of my clothes and tortured me. They asked me no questions about Gdeim 

Izik, and told me that I was a ñproblemò since I worked for the governor. They hit me with a 

bat. I couldnôt walk. They carried me in to the judge, and took me back to the police station 

where they continued beating me. The next day they took me to the attorney general. They 

didnôt ask me anything. They asked me to sign, and I did. There are things in these reports that 

are only lies.ò 

 

He told that he was surprised when the Military Court sentenced him to 25 years. Babait urged 

that: ñI am innocent. I have been suppressed ever since. My daughter was one year old when I 

was arrested, and now she is 7 years. I am innocent ï all the people here knows it; they know 

what happened at the Gdeim izik, and the Gdeim Izik represent all the Saharawi populationò. 

Babait stated ñIf you really want to give justice to the victims, it is by revealing the truth. (é) 

I feel sorry for all the victims, and for my family, and all the Saharawi families.ò  

 

When Babait was asked questions about the minutes and the declarations from the police and 

the investigation report, Babait answered that: ñI havenôt said this, not in any of the questioning. 

I was never asked these questions. They left a blank space in the reports, and told me to sign 

themò. Babait demanded to meet the ones who had been telling lies about him.  

 

The next who was questioned was Eênama Asfari. Eênama Asfari started by thanking the court 

for their patience; and commenced with;  

 

ñI protest against this trial which uses false reports and minutes and confirm that the court has 

deprived us all of our rights when they rejected the proforma arguments that my defence 

presented. This is rights that in my opinion must be respected. (é) Whatôs the use with a 

constitution of conventions if they are not respected? This means that the court is not ready to 

evaluate the evidence of this case. There is arguments that our defence has placed forward, 

where the court is treating a political question, by trying to cover it with a judicial blanket. This 

is a political issueò.  

 

Eênama thereafter commenced by declaring that he demanded that the CAT decision, regarding 

his case, was admitted into the document file, and he demanded medical examinations in line 

with the Istanbul Protocol, and that the court submitted the memorandum on the court's 

competence and the fourth Geneva Convention. E°nama declared that he wouldnôt agree to be 

tried based upon falsified reports. The court did not admit the memorandum nor the CAT 

decision, and declared that this was subjects that had to be discussed later.  

 

Eênama thereafter declared that the decision to attack the Gdeim Izik camp was abuse of power, 

and what happened in the camp was a consequence of the attack from the government. The 
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decision to attack the camp was not legally based, as it was not to defend the population but 

rather to attack civilians, and that they, the detainees blame the administration and the attorney 

general which gave the order to attack, Eênama declared.  

 

Eênama explained how he was abducted on November 7th, and that he therefore couldnôt have 

done the actions that he is accused of; and furthermore, that all the declarations is falsified and 

based on signatures extracted under torture. Eênama declared that the usage of the declarations 

constituted a breach to art. 15 of the Torture Convention, and invoked this article as response 

to questions based on the declarations.  

 

When asked if he had a lawyer with him in front of the court, and why he didnôt declare that he 

was being tortured, during the detailed interrogation he declared; ñWhen you asked me, what 

happened at the military court; I answered you with art. 15 of the torture convention. Now, I 

answer you with art. 12 of the Torture Convention, which stipulates that the states have a duty 

to investigate all signs of tortureò.  

 

He declared that the torture is the basis of this case, concerning all the detainees, all the 

inhabitants in Morocco and Western Sahara, and that it is a decisive matter that concerns us all. 

I donôt want to go back, E°nama declared; I want this historical platform to ensure a fair trial ï 

this is a test for us all, and stated that;  

 

ñWe were systematically tortured, and this is my complaint. My name is mentioned in all the 

files, and mentioned in all the facts connected to the dismantlement. We are now 7 years after. 

We were systematically tortured and arrested. We were not tortured in front on the judge, but 

we were beaten and kicked and laid naked in front of the judge. After five days without food, 

water or sleep; we were pulled like animals by the gendarmerie to the judge, and they pulled 

our hoods of. This is 7 years ago. I look to the future. I am not a victim. I am not an accused. I 

am a militant.ò  

 

Eênama declared that he is a political prisoner, and was only subjected to imprisonment due to 

his fight for self-determination for the Saharawi people. Eênama refused to answer the 

questions from the Civil party.  

 

The next to be questioned by the court was Cheikh Banga. Banga commenced with thanking 

the court, and his attorneys; who he declared was a point to follow, where the Saharawi lawyers 

are old political prisoners; and now stand in a position as defence lawyers. He declared that he 

condemned the participation of the civil party, which was depriving them of their civil rights. 

He condemned the media campaign that portrays the group as criminals.  

 

Banga explained how he was assaulted in the tent of his aunt on November 8th by masked men. 

He explained that his first visit to the camp was on November 7th, when he brought provisions 

to his aunt, and that he was stopped from leaving on November 7th, because the road was 

blocked. He explained that the camp was the displacement of the Saharawi people, and declared 

that displacement are when people leave from repression, to a place where they can find peace.  

 

He explained that the masked men took him to the gendarmerie where he was tortured for four 

days, before presenting him to a judge. Banga said that the torture was systematic, and that he 
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lost consciousness on several occasions. He declared that he was never asked about Gdeim Izik, 

and that the reason for his abduction was his political opinions.  

 

Banga was constantly interrupted by the prosecution who raised to his feet, and screamed and 

knocked his microphone. Banga explained that his convictions about forming a state for the 

Saharawi people, and the right for self-determination, is the reason behind his arrest and was 

the sole object he was ever interrogated about; therefore, his political opinions was the core of 

the case.  

 

He explained how he, already at an age of 16, was arrested for his beliefs, and criminalised by 

the occupier. He declared that he felt sorrow for the victims, and that he wanted us to find the 

truth; but that he also felt sorrow for his family, his mother and his sister who suffers, because 

I am thrown in jail. Banga was again interrupted and stated; ñWe are human beings. We have 

feelings. I may forget the torture, but I will never forget the tears on my motherôs cheek when 

she was stopped from visiting me.ò  

  

Banga declared that the reports were only a product of the imagination, and when asked about 

why he didnôt declare to the judge that we were being tortured, as stated in the report, Banga 

answered that; ñWhat is written here is not the truth. When he asked me about the torture; I was 

bleeding and in a miserable condition; and I asked him who was responsible for the torture; and 

the judge answered me that it was none of my business.ò  

 

Bangas declarations were stopped, and the court adjourned at 2am, until Monday March 27th 

at 9:30am.  

Day 12 ï On the 27th of March at the Court of Appeal, Salé.  

 

On day 12, Cheikh Banga, Deich Eddaf, Abdeljalil Laaroussi and Ahmed Sbaai was questioned. 

The court was informed that the mother of the accused El Machdoufi Ettaki (not imprisoned) 

passed away in Western Sahara, and due to this he was not present at the court. 

 

The judge called Cheikh Banga to continue the questioning. The General Attorney asked 

Banga about his presence in Gdeim Izik Camp, and the reason for being there. Mr. Banga 

informed him that he went to Gdeim Izik on Sunday, 7th Nov. 2010, because he was to take his 

aunt to El Aaiún. The questioning continued based on the declarations and minutes which Mr. 

Banga already declared never to have seen, and which he signed under torture and distress. The 

questions asked were if he saw the events as described previous (i.e. violence, fires, etc), and if 

he was aware of the existence of other committees besides the dialogue committee, and if he 

saw anything that was shown on the video in court, in Gdeim Izik or recognized anyone in the 

video. Mr. Banga answered: no, to all of them. 

 

Regarding the questions of the General attorney concerning financing and international 

meetings to prepare Gdeim Izik he denied the knowledge of any of those things. To a question 

put forward from the Judge, he answered that he received no military training whatsoever 

abroad, he participated in Human Rights Conferences and visited the Tindouf refugee camps to 

observe the humanitarian problem. During the questioning of the civil party, there was several 
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times no translation; but one of the lawyers accused Banga to have left wing ideas inspired by 

a Moroccan party. Mr. Banga refused to answer the questions put forward by the civil party 

since they are not part of the proceedings. During the questioning by the defence lawyers Banga 

answered that he did not know that he was presented to the military judge, he only knew that 

he was in a Military court and that he informed that he was tortured. He was interrogated in a 

room and there was no identification on the table or door. 

 

Mr. Banga said that he was arrested due to his position on the Western Sahara conflict. He was 

never asked during the different interrogations of his arrest/detainment about Gdeim Izik, only 

about his visit to the refugee camps, Algeria and his participation in conferences. 

 

The next who was questioned was Deich Eddaf. Mr. Daff, denied all accusations, and 

explained that he was a sports coach in El Aaiun where he lives. He went to Gdeim Izik, since 

he was unemployed and wanted to demand his social and economic rights. He was member of 

the dialogue committee. On the 8th of November, he was asleep and woken by his wife who 

told him that the camp was being dismantled and that they had to leave. They left on foot in the 

morning. He declared that his tent was one of the last tents in the camp, and that he saw nothing. 

 

He was arrested in his house around 00h00 on the 12th of November. About 10 masked men 

entered his house in El Aaiun, slapped his wife around and asked his name. He was in his 

pyjama and thrown into a van, blindfolded. He was then taken to a room in a place unknown. 

Deich declared that no one asked him anything, but the men stripped him naked and started to 

beat him. Mr. Daff continues; ñthey whipped and beaten me, liquid started to pour out of my 

ear, but the beating didn't stop. They left the room and after some time I told them I had to go 

to the bathroom, I was told I should urinate where I was and I had to sleep on top of my urine". 

He was beaten again and told he should not shout, Mr. Daff explained that he was on his knees 

and sodomized with a stick. He lost consciousness and when he woke up asked for a doctor. 

 

He was then transferred to another place but he does not know where, he recognized the voice 

of "Abderahman" (high official). He asked Mr. Daff who had done that to him and he answered 

the police. Someone took him to a bathroom and throw water on him and gave him clothes. In 

the evening, he was brought into an office and shown some photos and given tea. He was asked 

if he knew Banga who was in the pictures, Mr. Daff answered that he didn't know him. 

 

Then he was put in a small room with Ezzaui and Toubali, Mr. Daff said that Mr. Ezzaui was 

in a very critical condition. All the time he was handcuffed and blindfolded. They were 

transported in an airplane to Rabat and he was taken to the investigative judge in the military 

court.  

 

He was blindfolded and handcuffed, which were removed, and he was told that he was in front 

of a judge. In front of the judge he denounced that he was tortured but the judge ignored him, 

stating that the torture was not his business, and asked if he had read the documents he had 

signed and what he had to say about the charges, Mr. Daff answered it was the first time he 

heard about it and denied the charges. He was then sent to prison. He was stripped naked again, 

and the guards and officers took pictures of him. He was with Ezzaoui and Toubali. Then he 

was given prison clothes. He was in an individual cell and then after some days he was told to 

collect his things and go the infirmary, his trousers had no buttons and they dropped, they yelled 
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at him and he had to hurry. In the new cell he saw Bani, Eddah and Ayoubi, all in a terrible 

state and suffering. The guards told him the place he should lie down and also that there was a 

camera in the room if he so much as moved he would be tortured again.  

 

During the questioning of the judge he informed that the agreement that was reached between 

the dialogue committee and the government was that the Minister of interior would present a 

solution on Monday the 8th of November. There was no information whatsoever regarding the 

possibility of evacuation of the camp. When he left the camp he smelled the tear gas. He walked 

towards El Aaiun with his wife, Eventually, a car picked them up but none of the accused were 

in this car. In El Aaiun he saw some smoke. He saw nothing of what is shown in the video and 

did not recognize anyone. He was blindfolded when he was forced to put his fingerprint and 

sign the declarations and confessions. He had no knowledge about any other committees except 

the dialogue committee. He denied again during the questioning of the Attorney general all that 

was stated in the declarations. He refused to answer any question from the Civil Party due to 

the fact that they are not part of the process. 

 

To the question why on the first page of one of the declarations there is a fingerprint but after 

that the signature of Mr. Daff, the judge said he would help him with this question: "Due to my 

experience I can help you answer, can it be that you fingerprinted the first page but then 

informed that you know how to read and write and thatôs why afterwards you have your 

signature on paper?". Mr. Daff reiterated that he had no knowledge of the content of the 

declarations and all fingerprints and signatures were made under torture and harassment. 

 

The next to be questioned was Abdeljalil Laaroussi . Laaroussi denied all accusations and 

reaffirmed his innocence, declaring he had nothing to do with the charges. Laroussi declared 

that "self-determination is the right of all people, the referendum must be held!" 

 

He informed the judge that his health condition is very poor. Mr. Laroussi commenced his 

statement to the court by showing bloody tissues to the judge, and showed his diaper that he 

has to wear due to this rectorragia and diaharrea. Mr. Laroussi had also a notebook with him 

where he had written down all his medical history, which he showed to the judge.  and that even 

the government of Bremen in Germany offered the Moroccan Government to treat him. He has 

extremely high blood pressure reaching 15/26. 

 

Abdeljalil is married and he has two boys. When he was arrested the youngest was an 8-month 

old baby, and the other 5 years old. He worked with a water cistern distributing water and had 

a special/professional driverôs license. Mr. Laroussi was in Spain when he heard about the 

Gdeim Izik events and came back to El Aaiun, to see what was happening. 
 

Twice he was in Gdeim Izik in his aunt's tent, his aunt is called Sukeina, and she explained to 

him that they were demanding their social and economic rights, since the Saharawi population 

did not benefit from the richness of their territory as stated in the EU agreements. 

 

On the 7th of November 2010 Mr. Laaroussi was in Boujador. His mother had a diabetes crisis 

and he had to go there, but he took a "grand taxi" since his car had worn out tires.  

 

He spent Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in Bojador. On Friday, 
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the 12th of November 2010, he was drinking tea in the house of a friend who is a public servant, 

when the house was invaded by Moroccan authorities, knocking the door down. His friend 

identified himself but he was beaten and handcuffed. They asked Laaroussi what his name was 

and put a shotgun to his head, he was told not to move or they would blow his head off, he was 

handcuffed and put into a 4x4 car and they drove in the direction of El Aaiun. In the car, he was 

handcuffed and his jacket was put over his head so that he could not move and with his head 

facing his, which provoked horrible pain in his shoulders and back. All the way he had a gun 

pointed at his back. "Polisario if you move I kill you" said one of the Moroccan agents. 

 

Laroussi suffered under torture during his arrest, his time in custody and during his time in 

prison. Laroussi suffered under strappado, sweden drink (i.e. The Schwedentrunk), 

electroshocks, nail removal, beatings, starvation, fried chicken, sodomy, sleep deprivation and 

light deprivation for 5 months, chemical burns, ingestion of chemicals, eat shards of glass, and 

rape.  

 

Laroussi declared that he was forced to give his declarations to a camera. He told that a high 

officer of the police told him "if you collaborate with me I will collaborate with you and I will 

not allow them to hurt you again". Laroussi explained that they brought a piece of paper with 

names of people and he was told to say in front of a video camera that all the declarations were 

given without being under pressure and voluntarily: ñI had to pretend not to have a piece of 

paper in front of me that I had to read. There were 3 men with ski masks and guns and two more 

I couldn't see. The "movie script" was that I should appear to be declaring voluntarily. The men 

who were writing the declarations said that I was in charge of the security in Gdeim Izik and 

had connections with human rights activists and that Omar Bulsan (the delegate at that time of 

Frente Polisario on the Canary Islands) had given me money and instructions that I should be 

the responsible for security and enlist criminal and give them drugs and use them in the campò. 

Laroussi urged that he did not say any of this, that these are all lies, and that the people who 

wrote this invented it. Laroussi declared that nobody asked him questions about Gdeim Izik, 

and that they forced him to sign papers, and raped him.  

 

Laroussi explained that he was transported in a plane to the military court: ñOn the second day 

they put me in an airplane where I woke up, I was lying on the ground facing down and one of 

the guards had his boot on top of my face he said: "if you move I will throw you out of the 

airplane". When the plane landed we were transported in a car with people in military uniforms. 

They had poured chemicals on me, and I couldn't walk. I was brought to a room in the military 

court, it was very cold. I knew I was in a military court when they took of my blindfold in a 

small room, someone in a military uniform was there, I could not stand or sit, I was bleeding 

from my head and feet. This was the first time I heard the accusations, I denounced that I was 

tortured and how. The judge answered: I don't have time for that, you have to sign and put your 

fingerprint.ò Laroussi was thereafter transported to prison. Laroussi declared that once in 

prison, he was tortured by the prison director Aazria, the vice-director Hassan Mihfadi , the 

chief Youness El Bouazizi and the male nurse Hamid. 
 

When the judge asked Laroussi if he was being tortured now, Laroussi declared that ñthere is a 

distance of over 1200 km between El Aaiun and El Arjat (prison where he is currently detained) 

, sometimes our visits arrive and they are not allowed to visit because their family name is not 

the same. My father died and I was not allowed to see him. My mother was detained, and she 
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is 72 years old and they dislocated her shoulder! My sisters, my brothers! My 8-year-old son 

was attacked in front of this courthouse during this trial; he was holding a paper asking for my 

release, they hit him with a 1 1/5-litre water bottle! I sent the complaints about my torture many 

times, to the general attorney of the King in Rabat, to the General attorney in El Aaiun, to 

CNDH [National Human Rights Council], to the ministry. I can show you a copy!ò  
 

Laroussi has several health problems due to the torture he suffered, and he declared that  
ñWe made several hunger strikes, and in the last one in 2016 my friends did not let me 

participate due to my health. I didn't know I had high blood pressure until the Military Trial in 

2013; I was taken to the military hospital and there they made some tests, the doctor said that 

the blood pressure was very high and gave me a pill to put under my tongue. They took some 

scans and X-rays of my knee, and they said that it was a lesion that was 2 years old, but in the 

Military trial they said it was 5 years old and due to sport activities. They prescribed some 

medications but the prison director did not want to give them to me. The doctor in the hospital 

wanted to make a surgery to my knee but could not do so due to the high blood pressure. 

When the Working Group for Arbitrary Detention of the UN visited the Gdeim Izik Group they 

put me with the common criminals so that the members of the working group could not see 

me.ò 
 

The questioning of the judge and civil party turned around the declarations given under torture, 

especially if Laaroussi was in charge of the security in Gdeim Izik and his connections to the 

other accused. He refused to answer the civil party since he does not recognize them as part of 

the process, they are not part of the proceedings. 

 

Laroussi denied everything in the declarations. He denied to recognize anyone in the video and 

does not recognize the validity of the video. At some point of the questioning Laaroussi named 

all the medicaments that were given to him and that someone said they had severe side effects. 

The judge decided to give his medical opinion declaring that the medicaments mentioned did 

not have side effects; ñhe knew them wellò. 
 

During Laaroussi questioning, two of the judges were sleeping. He demanded that his friend 

from Bojadour should be called as a witness.  

 

Ahmed Sbaai exited the glass cage chanting ñLabadil Labadil Antkrir El Massirò. Ahmed 

Sbaai denied all charges and said that the declarations are false, he did not had access to the 

contents of the minutes or the declarations. He declared that he is a human rights activist and 

prosecuted due to his political believes and his work denouncing the violations permitted by 

the Moroccan State in Western Sahara. 

 

Sbaai explained that he refused the medical examination because it is not in accordance with 

the international standards and is neither independent nor are the doctors trained in the 

necessary protocol. The court did not accept the memorandum of his lawyers about the medical 

expertise and the Istanbul Protocol, and he does not trust Moroccan doctors, he has no reason 

to do so. 

 

Sbaai declared that he does not recognize the validity of this court since it is extraterritorial. 
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Sbaai continued telling that he is an ex-political prisoner, and that he was imprisoned due to his 

political activism, and he continued denouncing the abduction of his father by the Moroccan 

authorities. Sbaai stated that ñthe Moroccan prisons are a cemetery for the livingò. He was 

detained in 2002 and 2006, always due to his political opinions. He is one of the founders of a 

Human Rights Association, has worked voluntarily, demanding the right to self-determination 

and being an observer in the trials of political prisoners. He stated that no prison, nor torture or 

ill -treatment will change his mind. 

 

He suffered psychological and physical torture, in the gendarmerie he was blindfolded and they 

asked him about his contacts with Amnesty International. He spent 5 days in sleep deprivation 

and constant insults. He has a heart condition so the physical torture stopped when they saw 

that his life was in danger. 

 

He was never asked questions about Gdeim Izik. All the questions were about his political 

views, his contacts and his voyages abroad. He had to put his fingerprint on the declarations 

whilst he was blindfolded and handcuffed. 

 

In the military court, he denied again all accusations. In Rabat he was tortured again, he was 

naked and someone made a video and took pictures; he felt the flashlight. He was showered 

with ice water and put in an isolation cell. This torture were made by the prison director and 

three more of the prison administration. 

 

Sbaai declared that he was in the camp with his mother, and had walked most of the way to El 

Aaiun. Sbaai declared that he had ñsigned because they took my hand and forced me!ò. 

 

The presiding judge adjourned the hearing until the 8th of May. None of the prisoners were 

given provisional release. The officials who wrote the reports were allowed as witnesses. The 

judge accepted three additional witnesses from the defence, i.e. the witnesses requested by mr. 

Laroussi, mr. Lakfawni and mr. Zeyou.  

 

The presiding judge declared that the reports from the medical examinations are submitted. The 

reports were however submitted in French, and needed to be translated into Arabic, meaning 

that the results from the medical examinations were to be postponed an extra 12 days.  

Day 13 ï On the 8th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings against the group Gdeim Izik commenced on the 8th of May with evaluating 

the evidence file.  

 

The court commenced by presenting the witnesses in front of the court. Some of the witnesses 

presented by the defence were absent. The defence argued that since the witnesses had only 

received the notification on Saturday, and since they lived in El Aaiun, their presence in the 

court should be considered legal if they were present at the courtroom within Wednesday. The 

presiding judge ruled in the defences favour. The witnesses were thereafter summoned from 

the witness room to the courtroom. The group of witnesses can be divided into three groups: 

(1) support witnesses for the defence, (2) witnesses of the events, and (3) the police officers 

which wrote the reports. In total 28 witnesses.  



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 117 

 

When the police officers which wrote the reports entered the courtroom, protest emerged within 

the court facilities. The detainees shouted ñtorturersò, ñoccupation is the reasonò and ñself-

determination Is the only solutionò. The civil party and the prosecution office urged the court 

to protect the witnesses ordered by the court. The witnesses were thereafter sent back into the 

witness room.  

 

The court thereafter presented the confiscated elements. The defence urged that the confiscated 

evidence must be discarded as evidence, as the confiscated walkie talkies, mobile phones, 

knives and axes, were not presented in the same manner in the Military Court, and there were 

no means to make sure that this case-file in fact were the same case file as presented in the 

Military Court, the chain of custody of the evidences was apparently not respected and 

contamination would be evident. The defence further argued that the different objects were not 

packed correctly, and that the different objects were not labelled with the correct marks. It was 

therefore not possible to tell the source of these objects, since the steps that have to be taken to 

document where the evidence was found was not done like crime scene photographs and notes 

taken during the initial investigation; and labelling of the items of evidence on site with a 

number and secure packaging. 

The court decided to show the different objects to all the accused. Mr. Asfari pointed out that 

according to the reports, all the objects were confiscated at the 8th of November, whereas he 

was abducted at the 7th of November, and declared that the fantasy of those who wrote these 

reports are wide, he also stated that the judge could not impose him what to answer. Mr. Banga 

declared that the only thing that was confiscated from him were his dreams. Mr. Bourial denied 

that any of the confiscated objects was his.  Mr. Ettaki declared that he had nothing do to with 

the confiscated objects and that he only had seen a peaceful protest camp with people protesting 

the occupation power. Mr. Bani declared that everything that was found with him was his 

personal documents, ID cards and papers for the car. Mr. Laroussi demanded that his witnesses 

should be summoned to testify, and declared that he had nothing to do with the confiscated 

objects. Mr. Lakfawni declared that when they abducted him, they took everything he was 

carrying, but none of these objects. Mr. Boutinguiza declared that he was not carrying any 

objects upon his arrest. Mr. Abbahah declared that the police stole his phone, but that he had 

nothing to do with the confiscated objects in the case file. Mr. Ezzaoui demanded that his 

witnesses would be summoned to testify, and declared that they did not find any knives, phones, 

money or documents on him. Mr. Haddi declared that he was arrested with two doctors from 

the organization "doctors without borders", and that he could not tell if that was his phone. Mr. 

Zeyou declared that he was arrested at the airport in El Aaiun on his way to Spain, and that he 

has never seen these objects. Mr. Toubali declared that he had nothing to do with this evidence 

file, but that his phone was taken. Mr. Eddaf declared that none of the objects in the evidence 

cage belonged to him. Mr. Khadda declared that his passport was confiscated but nothing else. 

Mr. Sbaai declared that he is a political prisoner and that the only thing confiscated are his 

believes and opinions. Mr. Eddah declared that he was arrested for his opinions and ideas, and 

that this was the only thing found with him, but that his opinions can never be confiscated. Mr. 

Thalil declared he was not carrying any objects upon arrest. Mr. Lemjeiyd declared that he was 

abducted on the 25th of December and that he was carrying one cell phone and 65 dirhams. Mr. 

Lefkir declared that he was abducted with his cellphone which was tortured with him, and that 

he wanted it back. Mr. Ismaili declared that he was abducted in El Aaiun and that he had nothing 
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with him upon arrest, but that his house had been raided afterwards and that several document 

files were missing. Mr. Babait declared that he was arrested with 350 dirhams and his phone. 

Mr. El Bakay declared that he had nothing to do with these confiscated elements.  

 

The first information witness from the defence, Mr. Hassan Dhalil, was thereafter summoned 

to testify. The witness identified himself and was sworn in. Mr. Dhalil told about how he in to 

evening of the 7th of November had visited Mr. Toubali in the hospital after his car accident. 

Mr. Dhalil told that he had left the hospital around 1 am at the same time as Mr. Toubali. Mr. 

Dhalil had thereafter went home and visited Mr. Toubali again the following morning on the 

8th of November around 7 am. Mr. Dhalil had found Mr. Toubali in a critical condition where 

Mr. Toubali could not move.  

 

The second information witness from the defense, Mr. Mohammed Embark Ha llab, was 

thereafter summoned to testify. He identified himself and was sworn in. Mr. Hallab described 

how families were stopped from entering the Gdeim Izik camp on the 7th of November and that 

families were stopped from leaving the camp facilities by the Moroccan authorities. People 

were stopped from bringing food to their families. We were a group of civil servants which 

wanted to protest the siege of the camp. Mr. Hallab explained how they organized a meeting as 

his family house in the evening of the 7th of November. Mr. Hallab explained that the meeting 

started at 8 pm and lasted until 1 am. Mr. Hallab explained that they studied the events and that 

they feared that an intervention would take place, and that they therefore planned a 

demonstration for the following Monday, on the 8th of November 2010. Mr. Hallab explained 

that Mr. Zeyou was with him at the meeting. Mr. Hallab explained that their goal was to bring 

food and survival equipment to the people in the camp, and therefore organize a demonstration. 

Mr. Hallab declared that it would be impossible for Mr. Zeyou to be present at the camp since 

the camp was under a siege, and it was impossible for anyone to travel in or out of the camp.  

 

The third information witness from the defense, Mr. Brahim Hame d was thereafter summoned 

to testify. The witness identified himself and was sworn in. Mr. Brahim Hamed described how 

Mr. Lakfawni had stayed with him on the 12th and the 13th of November, and that the police 

had come and surrounded his home and raided his house and broke the doors. The preceding 

judge continued to ask numerous questions about why the witness did not have the phone 

number of Mr. Lakfawni. The witness answered that he did not need his number, since Mr. 

Lakfawni was already in his house. The witness also confirmed that he had been in the Gdeim 

Izik camp, but not on the 7th of November. The witness told that the camp was closed, and that 

the police had stopped him for entering the camp by throwing rocks towards him, and that his 

family was without food that evening.  

 

The witness told that Mr. Lakfawni was in the other house when the police arrived, and that he 

saw the police arrest Lakfawni outside. The fact that Mr. Lakfawni was arrested outside the 

house was in contradiction to Mr. Lakfawnis testimony where he declared that he was thrown 

out of the first-floor window by the police forces. Mr. Lakfawni explained that there were two 

houses, where he was thrown out of the window of the second house, whilst the witness had 

been in the opposite house. The preceding judge refused to ask the witness a follow up question 

about whether there was a second house. 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 119 

Day 14 ï On the 9th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

 

Mr. Mohammed El Ayoubi, which is released on provisional release due to his health condition, 

did not appear in front of the court since he was hospitalized. The court case of Ayoubi was 

separated from the group case and adjourned until the 5th of June 2017.  

 

The police officers which wrote the police reports were presented in front of the court. The 

accused shouted ñtorturersò, ñoccupation is the reasonò, and ñself-determination is the only 

solutionò. The preceding judge warned the accused according to art. 327 of the Moroccan penal 

code that if the accused insulted the witnesses, they would be transported out of the courtroom.  

 

The civil party reminded the court that It was in fact the defence who had requested the police 

officers to testify in front of the court. The defence argued that the men who wrote the police 

reports could not be regarded as formal witnesses, but that the defence wanted to ask the police 

officers how the interrogation was conducted. The defence further pointed out that the detainees 

had accused these police officers of torturing them, and that the police officers which are 

accused of such a crime could not be sworn in as witnesses. The court decided that the police 

officers which wrote the reports were to be heard from as formal witnesses, but postponed the 

questioning of the witnesses.   

 

The first witness to appear in front of the court was Mr. Faisal El Malazi . Mr. El Malazi told 

how he and his regiment were situated by the gate to the Gdeim Izik camp, and that their 

regiment had orders to establish checkpoints and surround the camp. Mr. El Malazi told how 

the camp was surrounded by military vehicles, and how they built a sand wall around the camp 

leaving one gate/entrance open, this was in place for over 20 days. Mr. El Malazi told that the 

camp had their own security forces with personnel wearing vests which patrolled the outset of 

the camp. Mr. Malazi told how his group was ordered to the outset of the camp in the early 

hours of the 8th of November. His group consisted of 2 sections, whilst each section contained 

3 lines with 13 people. His group was instructed to remove the tents and evacuate the camp. 

Mr. Malazi told that women and children were throwing rocks at the gendarmerie forces and 

that the gendarmeries had anti-riot gear. Mr. Malazi told that when they approached the citizens, 

the citizens of the camp divided into two groups. The witness then declared that two 4 by 4 cars 

(Landrovers) attacked the front line, and that a man was hit and flew over the car. The car 

thereafter hit the witness and that the tire was "rolling over him hurting his back" but the car 

was in place. The witness explained that his comrades pulled him from underneath the car. He 

declared that he could see people attacking the military forces, and that he tried to run away 

from the scene. He explained that he ran for 20 minutes before he fell, and that a colleague had 

to help him walk, and told him that a 4 by 4 car was following them. The witness declared that 

he reached the military forces, and was taken into an ambulance. He declared that whilst in the 

ambulance, they had to turn of the lights as to not be seen by the civilians attacking the public 

forces (according to the witness this happened during the dismantling, indicating that it was 

still dark). The witness explained that he reached the hospital and was hospitalized.  Mr. El 

Malazi declared that the attack was planned, consisting of three steps; to attract the 

gendarmeries towards the camp, attack the public forces with 4 by 4 cars, and then attack with 

knives and axes. The witness declared that they were surprised by the attack, and that they 

based on their previous intel had not expected an attack.  
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Regarding the attack by the 4 by 4 car, the witness declared that the car had not killed him, 

because the car got stuck in the sand, so the driver could not move the car. The witness could 

not tell what had happened to the driver of the car. The witness declared that the car had attacked 

the military forces from outside of the camp, and had surprised them by emerging behind some 

bushes. Mr. Massoudi pointed out that these bushes which are common in the Sahara desert are 

around 50 cm. tall. Mr. El Malazi declared that he could identify the driver of the 4 by 4 car 

which had hitten him, and killed his colleague. He explained that the driver had a mustache and 

wore a brown jacket, and was around 30 years old.  

 

The presiding judge declared that he would call upon four detainees at the same time, and that 

the witness should identify the culprit if he recognized him. The presiding judge commenced 

by calling up Mr. Banga, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Bani and Mr. Bourial. Protest arose both from the 

detainees and the defense when a police man whispered into the ear of the witness. The 

presiding judge declared that he knew the police man in question very well, since he had served 

at the courthouse for over 15 years. The witness identified Mr. Bani as the driver of the car. Mr. 

Bani declared that he did not have a mustache in 2010. The witness declared that Mr. Bani is 

ñvery similarò and that the facial expressions are the same, even though Mr. Bani has changed 

over the last 7 years.  

 

The second witness to appear in front of the court was Mr. Rahil Mohammed. The witness 

declared that he belonged to the gendarmerie, where they had orders to surround the camp, and 

not let anyone enter or exit the camp besides through the gate. The witness declared that they 

remained in the same position for 22-23 days until the 8th of November. His regiment was called 

upon around 6:30am on the 8th of November to march towards the camp. The witness explained 

that they wore riot gears (i.e. a uniform for protection, tear gas, shield and a stick), and were in 

total 54 people in his section. He explained how the inhabitants of the camp threw rocks towards 

them "some around 1,5kg heavy", and that his regiment divided into two groups. The witness 

explained that he was hit by a car and lost consciousness. Mr. Mohammed testified that he was 

thereafter piled up with other victims, and that he had heard a woman say ñdo not burn them, 

they are Muslims to, we are not jewsò. He told that he was hit with a rock, and that he woke up 

in the military hospital. The witness said he heard that other were dead but did not see them. 

The witness could not identify any of the defendants.  

Day 15 ï On the 10th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

 

The first witness to appear in front of the court was Mr. Nordin Lassere. The witness was a 

part of the public forces in control of dismantling the camp where he was supposed to transport 

people from the camp to the city. The witness had received orders on the 7th of November to 

organize the transport, and moved towards the camp around 6:35am, and arrived around 6:45. 

The witness declared that after the first transportation, when coming back to the camp, the bus 

was targeted with rocks thrown by the inhabitants in the camp. He told that he saw people being 

beaten to death in the street, and that he and his colleagues had been hit by rocks. He told that 

he spent 12 days in hospital. The witness told that he could not identify anyone, since the 

attackers had been wearing scarfs.  
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The second witness was Said Kahla. Mr. Kahla was part of the public police forces, and part 

of the mission that was in control of securing the transport from the camp to the city. His section 

was supposed to secure order in the city, and not in the camp. He told how the demonstrators 

were throwing rocks at them, and that the public forces used shields to protect themselves.  

 

The third witness Mohammed Choujaa witnessed about his stay in the camp, and claimed that 

he knew the people in charge of the camp. Mr. Choujaa claimed that the camp had social 

demands, and that ñeveryoneò had heard about the camp. The witness described that since he 

was unemployed, he went to the camp. Mr. Choujaa described that he first went past the 

governmental checkpoints, before he reached the camp where people in green vests stopped 

him and checked his identity card, before another group stopped him and checked his 

belongings. Mr. Choujaa told that an old woman told him to register with Mr. Deich Eddaf, 

which registered him in a book. Mr. Choujaa explained that he after some days brought his own 

tent, and set it up behind the administration. The witness described that the camp was organized, 

where supply and aid was set in place, and that the camp was run by several security groups. 

The witness explained that he attended two public speeches, one held by Mr. Lefkir known as 

Franco and the other by Mr. Ezzaoui. Mr. Choujaa told that Mr. Laaroussi was in charge of the 

security forces. Mr. Choujaa explained that Eênama Asfari was the leader of the camp, and that 

Mr. Asfari lived as a king. The witness explained that the camp was divided into 5-6 sections. 

Mr. Choujaa described that during the night of the 7th of November, he had taken a walk after 

dinner and had seen Mr. Asfari, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Lakfawni and Mr. Banga sitting in the 

administration. He explained that on the morning of 8th of November, chaos had broken out. 

Mr. Choujaa told that Mr. Asfari was giving instructions, whilst Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. 

Banga and Mr. Ismaili were handing out weapons to the citizens of the camp, and that mr. 

Laaroussi had been driving a car. Mr. Choujaa told that he saw Mr. Toubali, Mr. Lemjeiyd and 

Mr. Sbaai throwing rocks, and that he saw Mr. Bani in a green Mitsubishi. The witness told that 

he ran from the scene of the crime towards the river and walked along the river to the city and 

arrived in the city around 12am.  

 

The civil party asked the witness about whether he was sure that the checkpoints inside the 

camp was controlled by the people in the camp, and not the government, where the witness 

claimed that only people from El Aaiun could enter the camp. The defence was prohibited from 

asking whether witness had a job, and how the witness had learned all these names during 10 

days, which the detainees protested against. Mr. Massoudi repeated his question and stated that 

his question is related to a witness which described the camps organization in a very detailed 

manner, and that he gave 9 names, while he was only in the camp for 10 days, stating that this 

are names that Mr. Massoudi himself can forget from times to times; how can the witness have 

learned these names in just 10 days, and remember them 7 years later. The court refused to ask 

the question. Mr. Massoudi then asked the witness how he only could name these 9 persons, 

among the 35.000 inhabitants in the camp. The witness could not tell. The witness answered 

that he could not remember when he was asked about how he exited the camp on the morning 

of the 8th of November, and could neither explain where the entrance of the camp was located. 

The witness claimed that he saw Mr. Bani run over one police officer inside the camp with his 

car. The witness claimed that he could not describe the features or physical characteristics, of 

the identified detainees, but that he could identify them if he saw them. The witness stated that 

Mr. Bani is around 50 years old, that Mr. Asfari is neither white or black, and that Mr. Banga 

wore glasses and had a beard. The court refused to ask the witness whether he could elaborate, 
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where the witness stated that he saw them in his memory but could not describe them, but could 

identify them.  Mr. Lilly also asked the witness whether he had noticed something with Mr. 

Lefkirs way of speaking, where the witness claimed that Mr. Lefkir speaks Hassania. The 

presiding judge refused to ask further questions upon the subject. Mr. Massoudi asked the 

witness how he was summoned to court, since he, during the last 7 years, did not appear on any 

police records. The court refused to ask the question. The court ruled that the accused were to 

be exposed to the witness, as to implement an identification process. The detainees entered the 

courtroom from the glass-cage, and Mr. Ettaki and Mr. Zeyou also stepped forward. The 

witness was instructed to point out the different detainees that he had named in his testimony. 

The witness identified Mr. Bourial, Mr. Sbaai, mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Asfari, Mr. 

Ismaili, Mr. Leymjeyid, Mr. Eddaf, Mr, Ezzaoui, Mr. Abbahah, Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. 

Banga, Mr. Bani, Mr. Toubali, Mr. El Bakay, Mr. Babait, Mr. El Bachir Khadda, Mr. Thalil 

and Mr. Zeyou. The witness declared that he had only seen Mr. El Bachir Khadda Mr. Thalil 

and Mr. Zeyou in the camp, but not committing any crimes.  

 

The ones identified were thereafter summoned to meet the testimony from the witness Mr. 

Mohammed Choujaa. Mr. Asfari declared that this testimony was part of the 

imagination/fantasy which was used to write the police reports. Mr. Asfari asked whether the 

witness had been alone when he saw him in the morning of the 8th of November, and whether 

the witness knew what happened on the 24th of October. Mr. Banga declared that the witness 

was telling lies. Mr. Banga asked the witness how he knew that the one distributing weapons 

was named Chej Banga; and Mr. Banga declared that he neither wore glasses or beard in 2010. 

Mr. Banga further declared that this was a false testimony, which led the prosecutor to scream, 

and the judge to urge Mr. Banga to withdraw his words. Mr. Banga declared that it was the 

courts responsibility to investigate whether the declaration was false, and the ones responsible 

for killing the principle of independence are the ones that brought the witness to testify. Mr. 

Banga left the booth after being interrupted numerous times. Mr. Bourial declared that this is 

all lies, and that this is all a theatre, and was thereafter transported back into the glass-cage. Mr. 

Laaroussi asked whether the witness was together with someone when he saw him; and why 

the witness could not give a description of him. Mr. Lakfawni declared that such a testimony 

could be bought, and declared that the witness was avoiding answering his questions; and 

thereafter asked the witness if he could describe him; how he knew his name; and how he 

entered the camp, when he is not a Saharawi. Mr. Lakfawni declared that he suspected the 

witness to be aided by some technical device, and asked the court to check his ears. Mr. 

Abbahah declared that the testimony was false, and the declarations was not based on any truth. 

Mr. Abbahah further explained that he grew up in the region, and that it is impossible to walk 

along the river from the camp to the city because of the height of the river and the rocks (Mr. 

Chouujaa claimed that he walked back to the city following the river on the morning of the 8th 

of November). Mr. Abbahah declared that no one knows his family name (which the witness 

had identified him by), and that the witness should have been able to describe his features, since 

his picture was ñeverywhereò. Mr. Eddaff declared that he did not accept the declaration, and 

asked whether the witness could identify the woman which directed the witness towards him 

for registration. Mr. Lefkir stated that the court already had their sentence, and demanded to be 

given the verdict since it was ready. The judge urged Mr. Lefkir to withdraw his words, or he 

had to return to the cage without asking questions. Mr. Lefkir declared that he from the 

beginning had stated that this court lacked the necessary competence to judge him, and declared 

that the Moroccan state is a colonizer and that the witness was a settler. Mr. Lefkir was sent 
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back into the cage. Mr. Ezzaoui asked who followed him to the river, and who was with him 

when he saw Mr. Ezzaoui in his tent, and declared that it is the Spanish registration which 

identify the real Saharawiôs. Mr. El Bakay denied the testimony, and asked what the condition 

of the witness had been all these years; and asked whether the witness had been in a coma all 

these years; why he had not appeared in front of the Military Court and told the story which 

was identical to the police reports. Mr. El Bakay asked the witness how he could identify people 

amongst 40 000 people, in the middle of the chaos; and pointed out that the Saharawiôs wear 

scarfs to cover their faces due to the conditions of the desert. Mr. El Bakay pointed out that it 

is a shame to refer to a tent with a female owner (in the Saharawi culture), and also declared 

that it is impossible to walk along the riverside to the city. Mr. Babait declared that this 

testimony was all lies, and declared that it was the courts responsibility to verify the testimonies 

given, and that he does not know where this man comes from, but that he was only telling a 

story in line with the police reports. Mr. Sbaai declared that Morocco told a lie in the Military 

Court and that the lie was proven by the Constitutional Court, and that the Moroccan judicial 

system again tries to cover up the truth. Mr. Sbaai asked how the witness knew him, and when 

he precisely had seen him distributing weapons, and whether anyone was with him. Mr. Toubali 

declared that the testimony was only a lie; and that he was not present in the camp on the 8th of 

November due to his car accident; and stated that his medical records proves that he was in a 

critical condition and was not able to move. Mr. Toubali declared that the court was 

discriminating between the witnesses; whereas his witness had been standing for over an hour, 

where this witness had been given a chair and water. Mr. Haddi declared that his was in the city 

of El Auin on the 8th of November, and declared that if the witness knows me; let him state my 

real name. Mr. Bani stated that the witness had seen him walking and driving, and asked 

whether the witness had seen two of him; and stated that the witness had seen him first on the 

east side of the camp, and then the south side; and stated that you would need a plane to get 

from one side to the other side. Mr. Bani stated that he was arrested in his car with all his 

documents, and that he has been under arrest for 7 years; and that the state can tell whichever 

story they want; since the state has all the necessary intel. Mr. Lemjeyid stated he did not know 

the witness and that he had never seen him, and that he was home on the day of the attack. Mr. 

Lemjeiyd asked the witness to tell where he lived in El Aaiun, and what he wore on the day of 

the attack, and claimed that a person that can give such details, should remember what he was 

wearing. Mr. Lemjeyid further stated that the direction given by the witness, would not lead 

him to the river; and asked the witness how he crossed the river. Mr. Lemjeiyd stated that the 

story given by the witness was in line with the false police reports. Mr. Ismaili declared that he 

regarded the testimony given by the witness as lies, and that it was all part of a play to convict 

him as a human rights activist. Mr. Ismaili declared that he was not present in the camp on the 

8th of November, and he asked the witness to tell the exact day he went to the camp; whether 

the witness knew him before coming to the camp; if he recognized him the day of the attack; 

and whether the witness had talked to him alongside the international observers in the camp. 

Mr. Ismaili declared that forgetting is forgivable, but not selective memory, and stated that he 

wanted an answer into why the witness could identify him, but not describe him. Mr. Ismaili 

further demanded that the witness had to mention 5 of his neighboursô in the camp. Mr. Thalil 

was brought forward to answer the witness on behalf of those identified, but not identified 

committing a crime; where Mr. Thalil stated that this witness was brought forward by the state, 

and that the state is trying to condemn them in a Shakespeare play.  

 

The presiding judge decided to ask in total 10 questions of all the questions put forward by the 
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detainees. The witness confirmed that he used to see Mr. Asfari in the camp and that he on the 

8th of November saw Mr. Asfari distributing weapons whilst giving orders and stating that 

ñthere is only one deathò. The witness could not identify the woman which lead him in the 

direction of Mr. Deich Edddaf; the witness could not identify the person which drove the car 

with Mr. Ezzaoui in the passenger seat; the witness declared that Mr. Banga had a ñlight beardò 

and used glasses; that he did not know the detainees before the settlement of the camp; that he 

used to see Mr. Ismaili in the camp; and that he did not remember any of his neighbours, since 

there were so many people.  

 

The prosecutor thereafter submitted two pictures of Mr. Banga from 2010 into the evidence 

file. Mr. Banga was wearing sun glasses in one of the pictures (i.e. a picture from a trip to 

Algeria), and had a beard on the second picture (I.e. a picture taken in prison). The defence 

wanted the pictures discarded as evidence, since the chain of custody was absent. The witness 

confirmed that he had seen Mr. Banga with transparent glasses, and not sun glasses. The 

defence wanted to know why the witness could not identify his neighbours, or the ones he was 

eating dinner with or drinking tea with; only the detainees. The court refused to ask the question. 

The witness was sent out, and the prosecutor was told to give the witness necessary protection. 

The court was adjourned until the 11th of May.  

 

Day 16 ï On the 11th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

 

The court commenced by hearing from Mr. Ahmed Sbaai which told that the niece of Mr. Chej 

Banga had passed away, and that Mr. Banga was not able to attend the hearings due to his 

mental state. The Court decided to let Mr. Banga face the evidence against him at a later time.  

 

The first witness to testify was Mr. Mohamed Selmani, which was there to testify on behalf 

of Mr. Eênama Asfari. Mr. Selmani told that he was together with Mr. Asfari on the 7th of 

November and witnessed his abduction. Mr. Selmani explained that they had eaten lunch 

together, and that Mr. Asfari had went with Mr. Selmani to his house to take a shower and drink 

tea. Mr. Selmani told that police officers invaded his home, and trashed his house and shouted 

insults, and escorted Mr. Asfari down the stairs and out of the house. The presiding judge asked 

the witness why Mr. Selmani did not go to the police headquarters afterwards, and asked the 

witness if he knew what had happened to Mr. Asfari afterwards. The presiding judge asked 

several detailed questions, wanting the witness to give the exact time of their meeting, their 

lunch, their arrival, their departure, and which time they had tea. The witness explained that the 

police came after the sunset prayers. Mr. Selmani declared that the house has two entrances; 

one to the east and one to the south. The witness explained that the police came from the east, 

and that he had walked down the stairs from the second floor of the house, and was shocked by 

the police inside his house. The witness declared that Mr. Asfari was arrested at the second 

floor, and that he had been shoved downstairs by three police men. The witness explained that 

Mr. Asfari was handcuffed and that his eyes were covered with a blind fold.  

 

The presiding judge asked why he was not arrested since he was hiding a criminal in his house. 

Protest emerged within the courtroom from the detainees, and the civil party screamed that it 

was within the competence of the court to ask whatever question they wanted, where Mr. 
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Masoudi declared that the civil party lacks the competence to utter their views, leading the 

attorney from the civil party to fan with money (banknotes) in the direction of Mr. Masoudi. 

The presiding judge commenced by asking the witness if he could give details upon the arrest; 

the witness described that Mr. Asfari was handcuffed with his hands on his back, with a white 

blind fold, and that Mr. Asfari was guided down the stairs, out the backdoor and into a blue 

police car, and that the house was surrounded by the police, and he was kicked and slapped by 

the police. The witness declared that his house was full of policemen, and they broke in from 

the east side, and that there were three cars (one white and two blue cars). The presiding judge 

continued to ask detailed questions, i.e. the exact time for his phone call with Asfari and what 

he was doing, and what the police men were wearing and the exact number. The witness 

declared that it has been 7 years, and that he could not remember every little detail.  

 

The prosecutor stated Mr. Asfari had declared that he was arrested in the house of Mr. Toubali, 

whereas this witness states that Mr. Asfari was arrested in his family house. Mr. Asfari was 

thereafter summoned to answer this contradiction; where Mr. Asfari declared that there exists 

a lack of understanding of the Saharawi family structure and the Sahrawi society, and that the 

structure is hard to explain, and that it therefore occurs misunderstandings, and declared that he 

had not been in the house of Mr. Toubali, and that this was a misunderstanding.  

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Bachir Salmani. Mr. Salmani testified to the 

detention of Mr. Asfari on the 7th of November in his family house. Mr. Salmani declared that 

he had reached his family house where he found his brother and Mr. Asfari drinking tea; that 

he had left shortly after; and was surprised by police forces on his door steeps when leaving. 

Mr. Salmani told that one police man had told him to move his car, that the police men had 

entered the house, and brought out Mr. Asfari into a police car. The witness told that he saw 

two blue cars and one white car without marks, and that he was in shock. The witness explained 

that he saw the top of Mr. Asfaris head, but that Mr. Asfari was surrounded by police men 

which transported him into a police car. The witness declared that the police came between the 

sunset prayer and the last prayer. The presiding judge summoned Mr. Asfari and stated the 

witness declaration was in contradiction to the testimony of Mr. Asfari, since Mr. Asfari 

declared that he was blind folded and that the witness had not seen a blindfold. The presiding 

judge used his own glasses to describe how the witness should have seen the blindfold. Mr. 

Asfari declared that the court had to imagine an abduction; and that he was not taken by 2-3 

police men, but taken by dozens of police men, both uniformed and with civil clothes. The court 

asked Mr. Asfari how he could know that he was surrounded by police men; and at the same 

time blind folded. Mr. Asfari answered that he calls it ñsight and mindò; the last thing I saw 

were dozens of police men surrounding me; and while they hindered me from seeing, they did 

not hinder me from understanding what was happening; that you can feel what is happening 

around you whilst blind folded and new senses emerge.  

 

The next who was questioned by the court was Mr. Aziz Kabir. Mr. Kabir worked for the 

gendarmerie in Smara. Mr. Kabir told how the gendarmerie forces was missioned to secure 

order in the Gdeim Izik camp on the morning of the 8th of November. Their mission was to 

facilitate the traffic from the camp to the city. His section heard the helicopter and was told to 

move closer to the camp, where they saw smoke and fire inside the camp. Mr. Kabir declared 

that he saw thousands of people coming from the camp carrying knives and rocks, and that it 

ñrained stonesò. The witness described that they withdrew from the scene, and went back to 
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their vehicles, and that the demonstrators followed them in a car. The witness declared that he 

saw one of the victims being run over by a car, and another victim being hit and kicked by 

several demonstrators which surrounded him. The witness told that his colleague was laying on 

the ground, and that the demonstrators continued to hit him with swords and rocks. Mr. Kabir 

explained that they had no weapons to defend themselves with, since they only had their riot 

gear. The witness declared that he was helped inside a car, and that the car was attacked and 

that the demonstrators used rocks to block the road; and that the ambulance reached the city 

around 10-11am.  

 

The fourth witness summoned by the court this day was Mr. Ridam Halwi.  Mr. Halwi was a 

part of the civil protection, and served as first sergeant. Mr. Halwi explained that he was part 

of the ambulance team which was placed in front of the camp, and that their role was to bring 

people back and forth from the hospital and give medical care whenever needed. Mr. Halwi 

explained that they could not enter the camp during the last 22 days, and that they witnessed 

changes and placement of Moroccan security personnel. Mr. Halwi explained that they went 

into the camp one time too pick up a sick lady and drive her to the hospital, and that they had 

been stopped at a checkpoint by 6-7 people. The witness stated that he was working a normal 

shift on the 8th of November, and that a helicopter had told the people to evacuate the premises, 

and that everything had been normal until the forces had been attacked by cars, and stones. He 

explained that they had picked up the wounded, and driven them to the hospital. He explained 

that the ambulance was surrounded on the way back, and that demonstrators had tried to take 

his car. He told that the demonstrators hit him and dragged him into the forest and told him that 

they would slaughter him; that one of them held a knife to his neck; and that he managed to 

escape and run towards the checkpoint of the gendarmerie. He had run towards an ambulance, 

which contained two corpses that had been urinated on; and that they were transported to the 

hospital.  

 

The fifth witness summoned by the court was Mr. Mustafa Zeynon. The witness declared that 

he was in the civil protection of El Aaiun, and that he spent 3 days by the campsite. Mr. Zeynon 

explained that his section was positioned around 30 meters from the camp, and that the 

inhabitants used to get water from their fire trucks. The witness declared that inhabitants used 

to walk around the camp wearing vests. On the 8th of November around 7:30am when travelling 

towards the camp, they saw people coming towards them and understood that the camp was 

being dismantled. The witness explained that he found wounded people, and transported 6 

women with him in the ambulance, and that young people came and threw stones at them, and 

that the car stopped. He was attacked with an axe on his head and with knives, and the witness 

explained that he lost consciousness and woke up later at the hospital. The witness could not 

identify any of the detainees.  

Day 17 ï On the 15th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The first witness that was summoned was Mr. Tarik Hajri . Mr. Hajri declared that he is in the 

gendarmerie and was part of a section responsible for facilitating the traffic back and forth from 

the camp. Mr. Hajri explained that his section was given orders to move forward. Mr. Hajri 

explained that people were throwing rocks towards them, and that they saw fires. The witness 

explained that they were surrounded on every side, and that a car drove over his feet, and that 

he was attacked whilst lying on the ground. He said someone else was already dead, his 
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colleague Atartor. He stated that they where beaten with gas cylinders, swords, stones, and that 

he had seen military boots. He almost had to lose to fingers. He said he saws somthing shining 

against the sun and that must have been swords and and that they only had anti riot gear. The 

witness could not identify anyone.  

 

The second witness that was summoned was Mr. Hossini Lemtioui . The witness declared that 

he lived in the Gdeim Izik camp from the first week of the settlement. The witness declared that 

he had social demands like everyone else that went to the camp. The witness declared that there 

were two checkpoints before entering the camp, and then two checkpoints inside the camp. The 

witness declared that he was registered by Deich Eddaf. The witness declared that he on the 

eve of the 7th of November had seen Mr. Bourial, Mr. Asfari and Mr. Lefkir discussing in the 

administration. On the morning of the 8th of November the witness declared that he had heard 

a helicopter which told the inhabitants to leave the camp. The witness declared that he saw Mr. 

Banga, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Asfari amongst some other people that the witness could not 

identify handing out weapons and gas cylinders. The witness declared that he saw a grey Nissan 

driving around in the court yard. The witness declared that he ran away from the scene. The 

witness declared that he ran until he came to the city, and found protests in every street.  

 

Mr. Lemtioui declared that the camp was organized into 7-6 sections, and every section was 

named after neighborhoods in El Aaiun. Protests emerged within the courtroom, and Mr. 

Bourial shouted that ñthis is only a theater. We have 500 Saharawi willing to testify about the 

truth. But you only allow the witnesses which are telling lies. You are performing a play in 

front of the international observersò. The presiding judge warned Mr. Bourial.  

 

The testimony of Mr. Lemtioui recommenced. The witness declared that the camp had 

checkpoints, where the first checkpoint was controlled by Mr. Lakfawni and Mr. Sbaai. The 

witness declared that identification was controlled at the first checkpoint, and that the guards 

outlived body searches on the second checkpoint. The witness declared that guards with orange 

vests controlled the outsets of the camp. The witness declared that Mr. Deich Eddaff had the 

formal responsibility for the administration. The witness declared that Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Asfari 

and Mr. Ezzaoui gave speeches stating that if the Saharawi people wanted something from the 

government, this was the time. The witness declared that Mr. Laaroussi was in control of the 

security forces. The witness declared that Mr. Laroussi was the owner of the grey Nissan.  

 

The witness could not clarify the location of the administration, other than it was beside the 

court yard. The witness could not identify any of his neighbors in the camp, nor give the name 

of his neighborhood within the camp. The defense was prohibited from asking further questions 

about the witnesses relations in the camp. The witness confirmed that he saw Mr. Asfari on the 

eve of 7th of November and the morning of the 8th of November, after a confrontation by the 

defense about Mr. Asfaris arrest on the 7th of November at 6pm. The defense was prohibited 

from asking about whether the witness had seen Mr. Toubali, as the defense argued that Mr. 

Toubali was in the hospital. The witness declared that he witnessed all of this alone, and that 

he always was alone in his tent. The witness declared that he ran 15 kilometers with his flip 

flops. The witness described Mr. Asfari as a bald man, wearing glasses and was ñhigher then 

himselfò, but the witness could not describe the baldness in Hassania. The witness described 

Mr. Banga with glasses, a beard and sunglasses in the evening. The witness declared that he 

have never told his declarations to anyone before, but was abruptly interrupted by the 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 128 

prosecution. The witness declared that the people were told not to leave the camp, since their 

demands would soon be met by the government. The court refused to ask the witness about his 

address in El Aaiun, to protect him.  

 

The court ordered that the accused was to be exposed to the witness. Defense attorney Mr. Lili 

argued that such an identification process was not in compliance with the presumption of 

innocence, since pictures of his clients had circulated the national media and internet over 

several years, and that the witness has seen pictures of the accused before the identification 

process. As such; the identification process was illegal. The court invoked their earlier ruling. 

The accused protested, and were identified by their names when approaching the witness. The 

accused protested and left the courtroom, and went back into the cage, shouting that Moroccan 

justice is a theater. The witness has thus prohibited from identifying the accused. The accused 

continued to protest for 30 minutes, as the presiding judge continued to record which of the 

detainees the witness identified.  

 

The next witness to be questioned by the court was Mr. Moulay Ali Amrani.  The witness 

identified himself as a soldier in the auxiliary forces. The witness declared that his section had 

been attacked by rocks, and that he had been hurt by a stone that hit him in the leg. He did not 

identify anyone. 

 

The next witness to be questioned by the court was Mr. Farouk Arika.  The witness declared 

that he belonged to the auxiliary forces, and that he had travelled from Smara to the camp. The 

witness declared that rocks were thrown, and that he saw half of his section fall to the ground. 

The witness declared that a Toyota drove towards them, and that they ran. A Jeep blocked the 

Toyota and the driver of the Toyota was arrested. The witness declared that he could identify 

the driver of the car. The defense was not allowed to bring forward the contradiction from a 

former witness, that claimed that the Toyota was stopped by the sand. The accused refused to 

come out of the glass-cage to be exposed to the witness.  

 

The next to be questioned was Mr. Zakaria Raiss. The witness declared that he was ordered 

to maintain order, and to secure the transport without hinders. The witness declared that he saw 

people leaving the camp normally, but then the atmosphere changed. The witness declared that 

protesters outnumbered them, and that the demonstrators were throwing rocks, and approached 

them with swords and gas bombs. The witness declared that he ran to a bus, but the bus was hit 

by a car. The witness declared that the bus was ran into by a car, and that an ambulance 

transported him to the hospital. The witness declared that the protesters attacked the civil forces 

with intention to kill. The accused wanted to ask the witness questions, but were not allowed to 

pose questions since the witness had not identified any of the accused.  

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Hamid Omalish. The witness declared that he was 

second degree gendarmerie officer. The witness explained that he was positioned with his team 

near El Aaiun. The witness explained that when they arrived, they saw Land rovers driving in 

different directions, and that the cars were driving aggressively. The witness explained that they 

advanced towards the camp, and saw that the camp was organized. The witness declared that 

his section started the intervention from the east side of the camp. The witness declared that he 

saw a Land rover, heard a scream, was hit by a car, and saw the car being stopped by the 

gendarmerie, and that the driver was arrested. The witness declared that he could identify the 
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driver. The witness declared that he was transported in an ambulance, and saw other civil 

officers which were wounded.  

 

Protest emerged within the court since several of the observers from the victim sides had sent 

threats towards the accused, and told that they were criminals and should be killed. Mr. 

Laaroussi demanded that the ones issuing the threats were transported out of the courtroom. 

The preceding judge demanded silence and continued the questioning. The accused refused to 

be exposed to the witness.  

 

The next to be questioned was Mr. Abdeljalil Laktari. Mr. Laktari declared that he was part 

of a security group consisting of 80-90 persons, which oversaw the facilitation of the traffic. 

The witness declared that the protesters advanced towards them, and that they pulled back. The 

witness declared that the demonstrators threw rocks and were carrying knives, and were 

covering their faces. The witness declared that he was attacked and fell to the ground, and saw 

two other officers falling, and saw that they were being attacked by the masses. The witness 

declared that he was helped into an ambulance, and transported to the hospital.  

 

The next to be questioned by the court was Mr. Morad Haddi. Mr. Haddi declared that he was 

part of the civil forces facilitating the traffic and transporting inhabitants from the camp to the 

city. The witness declared that they were surrounded by people, and that rocks were thrown at 

them. The witness declared that he ran, and got into an ambulance. The witness declared that 

the demonstrators attacked with intent to kill.  

 

Day 18 ï On the 16th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The first to be questioned by the court was Mr. Mohamed Sahnoun. Mr. Sahnoun declared 

that he was a driver of a lorry for the civil protection. The witness declared that his colleague 

was beaten, and that the lorry was set on fire by the demonstrators, and that they ran away, and 

saw a bus in full fire. The witness declared that the demonstrators said that they would kill 

them, that he was hit with a rock and fainted, and woke up in the hospital. The witness declared 

that the attackers were covering their faces, and that he could not identify them.  

 

The second witness summoned to the court this day was Mr. Brahim Hamya , a support witness 

for Abdejalil Laaroussi. Mr. Hamya explained that Mr. Laaroussi had called him on Friday on 

the 13th of November, and wished to visit him in his family house in Boujador and drink tea 

with him. Mr. Hamya declared that several police men entered his house forcefully and pushed 

him up against the wall and asked him where Mr. Laaroussi was. The witness declared that the 

police officers hit him and checked his ID card. Mr. Hamya was standing back to back with Mr 

Laaroussi and was being hit by the police men. The witness explained that he was in shock and 

that he did not see clearly, but that they took Mr. Laaroussi and guided him out of the house, 

and into a black van. The witness explained that all the neighbors were in the street, and that he 

had went to the administration to find out what had happened to Mr. Laaroussi. The witness 

explained that he was in contact with the commander in chief of police on Boujador, and met 

with the governor of internal affairs. Mr. Hamya declared that he had expressed his concerns 

and told what happened, and asked the governor to investigate what had happened to Mr. 

Laaroussi since he was abducted by unknown people.  
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Protests emerged within the courtroom from the accused when the Civil party asked the witness 

what his address was in Boujador, claiming that the court had an obligation to protect all 

witnesses, and that the court was discriminating between the support witnesses and the 

witnesses for the prosecution office. The presiding judge asked the detainees to remain quiet 

and respect the attorneys from the civil party. The detainees protested again and stated that the 

civil party has no competence to ask questions, or to be an active part in the proceedings, and 

commenced by chanting the national anthem of Western Sahara. The court adjourned for a 

break.  

 

The court resumed by hearing from Mr. Chej Banga. Mr. Banga declared that the accused had 

been prohibited from talking to their defense attorneys in the break by the police officers. The 

court commenced with questioning the witness, and when the testimony ended, resumed by 

summoning another witness. The detainees protested and tried to exit the courtroom shouting 

that the Moroccan judicial system is a theater, and the Moroccan judicial system is based upon 

racism. The court adjourned for a break so the detainees could discuss with their lawyers. The 

defendants were given the room to consult with their attorneys. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki were 

escorted out of the courtroom, and were not given the opportunity to consult with their attorneys 

alongside with the rest of the group.  

 

At the commencement of the proceedings, the defense attorneys declared that the detainees 

wished to withdraw themselves from the proceedings. The defense attorneys thereafter 

withdrew themselves as part of the defense, and explained that not only did they defend the 

detainees, they also defended their political believes, and that they therefore were obliged to 

follow the decision made by the accused. The French defense attorneys were not given the 

chance to explain their withdrawal from the defense team as did their colleagues. They urged 

the need to explain the withdrawal, but were expelled from the courtroom by the preceding 

judge without being given a chance to explain their reasons for withdrawal. The judge 

demanded a yes or no answer that was not given by the French attorneys who, then was 

forcefully pushed out of the courtroom by the security guards as ordered by the judge.  

 

Again, protests emerged within the courtroom, and the detainees tried to leave the courtroom. 

The preceding judge declared that he would invoke art. 423 of the Moroccan penal code, which 

constitutes the competence of the court to appoint an attorney on oneôs behalf, if the defendants 

left the courtroom. The detainees left the courtroom and were transported to two cells in the 

court building.  Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki which are released with time served declared that 

they, in solidarity with the other detainees, wished to remain as silent observers within the 

courtroom, but that they did not wish legal counsel.  

 

The court declared that the detainees were to be given legal counsel according to the law, as to 

uphold the principle of a fair trial. The preceding judge appointed four new lawyers for the 

detainees. Two of the four lawyers were present in the court, as they had belonged to the civil 

part of the court case. The ones present accepted the responsibility on the others behalf without 

talking to them. 

 

The court thereafter commenced with questioning the next witness.  
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The first witness to be heard was Mr. Abdeljalil Chakouch. Mr. Chakouch declared that he 

was a member of the civil defense. The witness explained that they started the dismantlement 

on the 8th of November, and that he saw Landrovers driving around, and that he saw 

demonstrators firing up gas cylinders and throwing them. The witness declared that he could 

identify one attacker, but could not identify him amongst the accused. The witness declared that 

he had seen many wounded and corpses.  

 

The newly appointed defense attorneys commenced without conferring with their clients or 

receiving the document file of the case, by questioning the witness. The questions asked by the 

new defense lawyers were in line with the questions raised by the civil party. The witness was 

escorted out.  

 

The newly appointed attorneys then asked for time to prepare their defense (i.e. consult with 

their clients and evaluate the case documents) before next witness was brought forward. They 

also stated that they didnôt have acces to the case file. The court refused to adjourn the session. 

The General Attorney thereafter stated that the court should respond positively to the request 

of the defense. The civil party also urged that the right to prepare oneôs defense is absolute. The 

presiding judge stated that he disagreed with the request of the defense, but the presiding judge 

said that if the civil party requested an adjournment due to tiredness he would grant the request, 

but not for any other reason.  The civil part thereafter claimed that the preceding judge should 

adjourn the sessions since the attorneys were exhausted. The preceding judge thereafter 

declared that he had decided to adjourn the sessions since the attorneys were exhausted, but 

explicitly pointed out that this was the only reason and that the clark should write that. 

 

Day 19 ï On the 17th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The court commenced by summoning the detainees to the courtroom. The court ordered the 

accused to appear in front of the court as stipulated in art. 423 of the Moroccan penal code. Mr. 

Ettaki and Mr. Zeyou which are released with time served showed two postersigns where it said 

that they were in silent protest. The court waited for the detainees for 20 minutes. The detainees 

asked for five minutes to deliberate. The court adjourned based on this request.  

 

The court commenced and a security guard informed the court that the detainees refused to 

appear in front of the court without their handcuffs, i.e. they wanted to wear their handcuffs as 

to show that they were transported handcuffed and under protest from the prison to the court. 

The court decided that the detainees entering with handcuffs was against the law, and the guard 

was to go back and give the detainees a warning in accordance with art. 432 second paragraph. 

The detainees insisted on their position. The court ruled that the proceedings would commence 

without the detainees present, and that the clerk of the court was responsible for informing the 

detainees about the courts ruling.  

 

The first witness to be summoned to court was Mr. Ashraf Mchich. Mr. Mchich declared that 

he was an officer in the civil forces, and that he was present in the city of El Aaiun at the 8th of 

November, and was ordered to facilitate the traffic. The witness explained that people were 

coming towards them, walking and in cars. The witness declared that the people had knives and 

were throwing rocks. The witness declared that he was hit by a rock, and fell to the ground, and 
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was hit with knives in the back. The witness claimed that he passed out, and woke up from a 

coma on the following Saturday.   

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Ahmed Hamidou. Mr. Hamidou declared that he 

was part of the gendarmerie forces, and that he was a driver of a car. The witness explained that 

he met the citizens by the checkpoint of the gendarmerie, and that he continued towards the 

camp and was surprised on his right side by demonstrators that ran towards them. The witness 

explained that he continued to drive and exited the car when he reached the camp, fell and 

passed out, and was taken to the hospital with a broken leg. The witness declared that he could 

not identify the attackers.  

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Yames Hrouchi. Mr. Hrouchi declared that he is 

unemployed and that he knew some of the defendants in the camp. The witness declared that 

all the inhabitants in El Aaiun knew the camp, and that they had social demands. The witness 

explained that to go to the camp, you had to go through the checkpoint of the police, and then 

the checkpoint of the gendarmerie, and then there was a checkpoint inside the camp where 

people were wearing green vests. The witness explained that, after five days, he brought his 

own tent to benefit from the social demands. The witness declared that the camp was divided 

into five sections, and that Mr. Laaroussi was in control of the security forces. The witness 

explained that the security forces kept order in the camp, and that food was distributed, and that 

there was a pharmacy and a place for speeches. The witness declared that he heard a speech by 

Mr. Ezzaoui where Mr. Ezzaoui urged the people to protest until death. The witness explained 

that he heard voices and cars the night before, and that he on the morning on the 8th of November 

woke up to chaos. The witness declared that he saw civil forces inside the camp, and people 

hitting them and driving Landrovers towards them. The witness declared that he saw Mr. 

Babait, Mr. Toubali, Mr. Laaroussi, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lemjeiyd and Mr. Boutinguiza, but ran 

away, and ran all the way to the city. The witness declared that he could identify them if he saw 

them, but that he could not describe them. Mr. Hrouchi could not remember the name of the 

neighborhood he lived in in the camp. The witness declared that he lived alone.  

 

The prosecutor requested that the witness was to identify the detainees through exposing the 

witness to pictures of the accused, and requested that the other witnesses which declared that 

they could identify was to be shown the same pictures. The defense argued that one could not 

identify a person through a picture, but that the identification process had to be in person, as 

the pictures were not part of the evidence file. The defense further argued that the witness had 

never seen anyone of the accused commit any crimes, and that an identification process 

therefore was unnecessary. The civil part requested that the witnesses was brought to the 

accused for the identification process, i.e. to the basement where the accused were being held. 

The court ruled in accordance with art. 422 which gives the court the right to manage the 

proceedings, that the pictures were to be given to the defense for review, and thereafter to be 

given to the witness for identification.  

 

Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki were exposed to the witness within the courtroom, but were not 

identified. The court delivered the pictures of all the detainees under arrest to the witness, where 

the witness identified Mr. Babait, Mr. Eddaf, Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Toubali, Mr. 

Lemjeiyd, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Laaroussi and Mr. Boutinguiza. The witness took out one after one 

picture, handed it to the judge, which handed the picture to the prosecution, and thereafter to 
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the civil part and the defense, before portraying the picture in front of the camera. The court 

thereafter ruled that the pictures should be shown to all the observers, for them to check whether 

the pictures had any marks on them. After protest from the Civil part, the court ruled that all 

the pictures were to be portrayed on the screen, both front and back. The defense protested and 

demanded that the accused were informed about the courts latest decision, where the presiding 

judge reminded the court that it was the clerks responsibility to inform the detainees at the end 

of the day.  

 

The defense asked the court to ask the witness what criminal offense each of the identified 

accused had committed, and reminded the court that the witness had not seen anyone of them 

kill or be violent. The judge stated that the witness said that he saw them attacking, where the 

defense stated that the judge was guiding the witness. The witness thereafter declared that Deich 

Eddaff registered him; Mr. Toubali hit with stones; Mr. Lemjeiyd was hitting; Mr. Laroussi 

was chief of the security forces; Mr. Bourial was hitting; Mr. Ezzaoui held a war speech; Mr. 

Babait was hitting; Mr. Sbaai was hitting; Mr. Boutinquiza was hitting.  

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Redoam Lawini. Mr. Lawini declared that he 

belonged to the gendarmerie forces, and that his section had been given orders to maintain 

order. The witness declared as when they advanced towards the camp, he saw demonstrators 

driving cars, carrying knives and gas cylinder, and that stones were falling like rain. The witness 

declared that he was hit with a rock in his back and his leg, and that he ran from the scene. The 

witness declared that when he reached his vehicle, he saw three persons take a car, and another 

car hitting his colleague. The witness explained that he was transported to the hospital by 

helicopter, and that he was in a coma. The witness declared that he could not identify any of 

the attackers.  

 

The next witness to be questioned was Mr. Mohamed Dghigh. The witness declared that he 

became part of the surveillance team two days before the event, and that his team was placed 

approximately 800 meters from the camp. The witness described that the dismantlement started 

normally on the 8th of November, until they saw fire and a bus that returned broken. The witness 

declared that his team was ordered to form two lines to help the bus. The witness declared that 

they moved forward and received rocks, and protected themselves with their shields and 

helmets, and that they eventually pulled back because they were outnumbered by the 

demonstrators. The witness explained that they ran back to their vehicles, and that one had 

already left when he arrived; and that he carried one of his colleagues that could not run, inside 

a car; and he placed his right foot on the vehicle; and that a demonstrator was hitting him and 

trying to make him fall. The witness declared that a car was following them, and that the car 

crashed into their vehicle; he fell; was attacked with swords; and his colleagues carried him 

into the car. The witness declared that he was taken to the hospital where he saw many wounded 

and corpses. The witness declared that he could identify the one hitting him whilst he was 

holding on the car. The witness was not able to identify any of the accused.  

 

The next witness to appear was Mr. Kamal Rouki. Mr. Rouki declared that he was part of the 

civil defense, and that he witnessed two members of the civil defense being hit with stones and 

knives; and that they pulled them into their car; but that their car was stuck since a bus was 

blocking the road. The witness declared that more demonstrators came from the right hand side, 

and broke their windows; and that a demonstrator climbed on top of their car and hit him 
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through the ceiling-window. The witness explained that they broke his right arm and hit him 

with a sword on his left arm. The witness explained that the demonstrators went to the left side 

of the car; that he opened the door and carried his colleague to another vehicle; whilst being hit 

by stones. The witness declared that they were evacuated in a helicopter since the road was 

closed. The defense asked what the relevance for this witness was, when he could not identify 

any of the accused or testify to a crime that any of the accused had committed.  

 

The court commenced by re-summoning the witnesses that the accused had refused to expose 

themselves to. The first to be summoned was Mr. Farouk Arika . Mr. Arika identified Mr. 

Boutinguiza when being exposed to the pictures of the accused. Mr. Arika declared that he was 

about 60% sure that it was Mr. Boutinguiza that hit him with a car, but that he was confused 

between 3 of the accused and could not be sure. The second to be summoned was Mr. Raiss 

Zakaria. The prosecutor insisted to give the witness sufficient time to review the pictures of 

the accused. Mr. Zakaria identified Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Deich Eddaf 

and Mr. Asfari as people that travelled through the checkpoint on their way to the camp.  

 

The next witness summoned was Mr. Hamid Omalish , he has declared that he could identifiy 

people, and identified Mohamed Embarec Lefkir and Mohamed Bani, but stating that they 

looked like the people he saw but he was not sure. After the judge repeated the question he said 

he was almost sure, 90% maybe and at the third time he was questioned stated that he was sure 

now. The witness said the he saw Mr. Mohamed Bani in the car running over someone and that 

he saw Mr. Mohamed Lefkir in the Gdeim Izik camp, he stated that there were others but he 

could not say who. The defense asked how he could change from i'm not sure, to i'm almost 

sure, and then 90% to certainty. 

 

Mr. Abdeljalil Chakouch  was the next witness to be called. He was told to say if he recognized 

Zeyou and Ettaki, but he could not identify them. Then he was shown the fotos of the detainees. 

He identified Mr. Mohamed Bourial and said that he did not see him do anything, he just saw 

him being arrested. He also identified Chej Banga and again said he did not see him do anything, 

just being arrested in a place where he saw people with weapons. 

 

The next witness was Mr. Hossini Lemtioui , he was given the pile of photographs from the 

accussed and he identified: Mohamed Lefkir; Mohamed Bourial, Chej Banga; Deich Eddaf; 

Naama Asfari, Ahmed Sbaai; Houcein Azaoui, Abdeljalil Laaroussi. The defense asked if he 

saw any of these men commit a crime or something suspicious but the judge said this was 

already answered, the defense should read the transcripts later. The witness said he saw some 

of them distributing weapons. 

Day 20 ï On the 18th of May at the Court of Appeal, Sal®.  

The court commenced by summoning the detainees to the courtroom. The court ordered the 

accused to appear in front of the court as stipulated in art. 423 of the Moroccan penal code. Mr. 

Ettaki and Mr. Zeyou that are released with time served, showed signs where it said that they 

were in silent protest. A security guard informed the court that the detainees refused to appear 

in front of the court without their handcuffs, i.e. they wanted to wear their handcuffs as to show 

that they were forced to be in the court house. The court decided that the detainees entering 

with handcuffs was against the law, and the guard was to go back and give the detainees a 
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warning in accordance with art. 432 second paragraph. The detainees insisted on their position. 

The court ruled that the proceedings would commence without the detainees present, and that 

the clerk of the court was responsible for informing the detainees about the courts ruling.  

 

The clerk informed the court that he had visited the detainees the night before to inform them 

about the conducted proceedings and the courts rulings. The detainees had declared that they 

did not wish to be a part of the court case. The accused had protested when he was trying to 

inform the detainees about that happened during the proceedings on the 17th of May, and that 

the clerk had been prohibited from informing the detainees about the courts decisions on the 

17th of May. The court commenced without any further comments upon the subject.  

 

The first witness that was summoned was Mr. Hmaida Akrach. Mr. Akrach declared that he 

was part of the civil defense, and that he on the 22nd of October had travelled to the camp to 

assist with medical care and transport to the hospital if necessary. The witness declared that 

they used to travel into the camp to pick up patients; and that they went to the checkpoint and 

found the patient in a tent close to the entrance. The witness declared that he witnessed irregular 

traffic the night prior to the dismantlement; several cars travelled in and out of the camp. The 

witness declared that a helicopter told the inhabitants to leave the camp right after sunrise the 

morning of the 8th of November; and that people started to leave the premises; and that he saw 

Landrovers running into the gendarmerie forces. The witness explained that they had taken the 

gendarmerie officers to the hospital, but was attacked on their way back with stones; and that 

they turned and commenced towards the city and picked up two wounded members of the civil 

defense. The witness identified Mr. Ezzaoui as one of the inhabitants in the camp, but declared 

that he had not seen Mr. Ezzaoui on the 8th of November.  

 

The court commenced by summoning the police officers which has written the police reports 

and the declarations of the accused. The police officers summoned to court are identified by the 

accused as the ones who tortured them. All the police officers were sworn in to testify in front 

of the court.  

 

The first police officer to testify was Mr. Mohssin Bou Khabza. Mr. Khabza declared that the 

idea of creating a camp came from Mr. Ezzaoui and Mr. Bourial, joined later by Mr. Eddaf and 

Mr. Lefkir, and then planed in Algeria under the surveillance of Mr. Asfari. The witness 

declared that the camp started with social demands, but that the inhabitants went under the 

control of the leaders, and was deceived by the ones in control. The witness declared that the 

placement of the camp was not sporadic, but carefully planned, and that it was constructed by 

Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Asfari, Mr. Laroussi, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Babait, Mr. Lefkir and Mr. Eddaf. 

The witness declared that Mr. Laroussi was in charge of the security forces, and that the security 

forces turned people with social demands into hostages. Mr. Lakfawni was in charge of a 

checkpoint. Mr. Asfari gave the orders. The witness stated that the camp was under the control 

of people with criminal records, in particular Mr. Babait. The witness declared that the dialogue 

committee deceived the inhabitants, and did not inform the inhabitants of the negotiations; that 

Mr. Toubali, Mr, Eddaf, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Ezzaoui gave the people an illusion that their 

demands would be met. The forces were therefore instructed to evacuate the people. The 

witness explained that they divided into four groups; on to the south, one to the north, on to the 

east and one to the west. The mission was to help the inhabitants. At 6:30 am a helicopter 

informed the people to evacuate, and informed the people of the negotiations with the Dialogue 
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committee and the government; that their demands were understood and would be met, and that 

there was no need to stay in the camp. The witness declared that the evacuation was normal; 

but then the process shifted; and that the forces saw irregular movements, and that they 

understood that people were stopped from leaving the camp; and that they understood that the 

public forces were to be attacked. The witness explained that they commenced towards the 

camp, and arrested people throwing rocks and carrying swords; and delivered them to the public 

authorities. The witness declared that they saw Eênama Asfari giving orders; and that they 

arrested him around 9:30 am, 300 meters away from the tent of the dialogue committee. The 

witness declared that they arrested 67 persons, and among them Mr. Asfari, Mr. Banga, Mr. 

Bourial, Mr. Ettaki, Mr. Ayoubi, Mr. Ezzaoui and Mr. Bani. The witness explained that they 

searched three tents that Mr. Asfari used to be in; the tent for the dialogue committee, the tent 

with the international observers, and the tent of Mr. Asfari himself. The witness declared that 

they found a hole in the ground, where they discovered a plastic bag containing weapons (i.e. 

four firearms, two machetes, two swords, and one knife) and money (i.e. 500 euro, 30 000 

dollars, 3000 Algerian Dinars and 600 Dirham). The witness declared that Mr. Asfari said that 

the belongings in the plastic bag belonged to him, and that he had told the inhabitants to attack 

the civil forces. The witness explained that they transported the detainees to a secure location 

outside of the city to commence the questioning and write the police reports, and gave them 

food and water. The witness declared that this was an unusual mission with only casualties from 

the public forces, and none from the public. The witness insisted that none of the people under 

arrest had underwent inhumane treatment.  

 

Mr. Ettaki and Mr. Zeyou stood up and tried to leave the courtroom. Mr. Zeyou declared that 

he could not sit her and listen to a man that had tortured him for five days. Mr. Zeyou and Mr. 

Ettaki left the courtroom.  

 

The witness declared that the investigation had been conducted under normal circumstances, 

and that all the rights of the detainees had been preserved. The witness declared that the 

detainees signed the police reports after reading with fingerprint or signature. The witness 

declared that the investigation process was conducted with four investigation groups, and that 

he was present during the questioning of all the 67 detainees. The witness declared that the 

detainees were proud of their declarations, that they had no regret, and told willingly. The 

witness declared that the detention was prolonged on the 10th of November, and that six of the 

detainees were transported by plane. The witness declared that he could not talk about the 

treatment of all the 67 detainees, but that all were treated well and could sleep. The court refused 

to ask the witness whether the questioning was filmed. The witness claimed that the detainees 

had scratches and wounds upon arrest. The witness was exposed to the pictures of the detainees. 

The witness identified all the detainees, but did not identify Mr. Zeyou and Mr. Ettaki which 

had left the courtroom and could not be exposed to the witness.  

 

The civil part representing the victims requested the court to summon the detainees to the court 

to face the testimony. The court denied the request.  

 

The second police officer to testify was Mr. Yousef Raiss. Mr. Raiss declared that he belonged 

to the group advancing towards the camp from the north. The witness declared that the 

evacuation was normal the first hour, but then cars attacked them, and that they arrested Mr. 

Ayoubi as one of the drivers. The witness declared that they arrested in total 24. The witness 
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explained that they arrested Mr. Banga which had attacked with a sword but had thrown the 

sword away; the same went for Mr. Ettaki and Mr. Eddaf.  The witness stated that there was no 

blood, but that they saw them carrying knives. The witness declared that they later learned that 

Mr. Laaroussi was the driver of the car, which they failed to arrest at the scene of the crime. 

The witness declared that the operation lasted until 12am, and that they gathered the detainees 

(in total 67), and travelled towards El Aaiun and to the regional headquarter; and started the 

identification process at 2:30 am until 8pm. The witness declared that they organized 

themselves into four groups, and that his group questioned in total 28 detainees. The witness 

declared that none of the people under arrest was tortured, and that all read their police reports 

before signing, and that the detainees had chosen whether to sign with fingerprint or signature.  

 

The third police officer that was questioned was Mr. Said Ben Sghir. Mr. Sghir said that at 

6.30 am they were instructed to dismantle the camp and people had one hour to leave the camp. 

He declared that he was placed on the east side of the camp, and that his group arrested Mr. 

Bani as a driver of a car attacking the public forces. The witness declared that the people were 

stopped from leaving the camp, and that their mission was to free the hostages. The witness 

declared that some attacked with cars, whilst some attacked with knives and stones. The witness 

declared that he could identify Mr. Eddaf, Mr. Ezzaoui and Mr. El Bakay among the attackers, 

and Mr. El Bakay, Mr. Larrousi and Mr. Ezzaoui as leaders within the camp. The witness 

declared that the interrogations were conducted in El Aaiun, and by splitting up in groups and 

tasks; and that the detainees were questioned in the regional headquarter.  

 

The fourth police officer that was questioned was Mr. Abdel Hamid Elmaghani. The witness 

declared that he was positioned on the east side; that he saw Mr. Toubali and Mr. Bourial giving 

orders; and that the inhabitants were forming a line to hinder people from leaving the camp. 

The witness stated that Mr. Bourial was wearing a yellow vest, and that Mr. Bourial was 

attacking with stones. The witness declared that Mr. Babait was throwing rocks. The witness 

declared that the interrogation was performed under ñthe best conditionsò. The witness could 

not describe what he meant by ñthe best conditionsò.  

 

The fifth police officer to be questioned was Mr. Abde Rahmon Elwazna. Mr. Elwazna has 

been identified as the one conducting and managing the torture both within the police 

head quarter and the prison. Mr. Elwazna declared that his section commenced the 

dismantlement of the camp around 6:30am. The witness declared that landrovers were 

preventing the inhabitants from leaving the camp; and explained that his section was forced to 

pull back because they were being attacked with stones. The witness declared that they arrested 

Mr. Ettaki after he attacked a member of the gendarmerie. The witness declared that Mr. 

Laaroussi and Mr. Lakfawni were driving a car, and that Mr. Laaroussi did not cover his face 

and was wearing a military vest and fled towards El Aaiun. He said that he knew Laaroussi 

well. When asked about the alleged torture, the witness declared that the questioning was 

conducted by dividing into groups; that he had a superior; and that he wanted to face everyone 

of them that claimed that he tortured them. The witness claimed that he investigated Mr. 

Laaroussi in the police head quarter, but that it is impossible to torture someone inside a police 

head quarter. The witness declared that he is commander of a group, and does not travel to 

prisons to torture people. The witness declared that he saw no signs of torture, and that all rights 

were preserved. The witness declared that he did not interrogate Mr. Asfari, but that he saw Mr. 

Asfari entering the camp around midnight on the 7th of November.  
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The court ruled that they had heard enough from the police officers conducting the police 

reports, and ended the hearing of the witnesses.  

 

The prosecution requested to present new evidence into the case file, i.e. two new reports. The 

prosecution presented a report concerning the movements of the different detainees which had 

travelled to Algeria in September and November 2010 (I.e. concerning Mr. Asfari, Mr. Eddah, 

Mr. Banga, Mr. Brahim, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Lemjeyid and Mr. Lakfawni). The 

prosecution presented a second report concerning transcription of phone calls. The prosecution 

informed the court that the prosecutor of El Aaiun had issued a warrant on the 12th of October 

2010 for surveillance and tapping of the phone of Mr. Asfari, and that this was new evidence 

for the prosecutor in Rabat. The warrant concerned tapping of the phones of Mr. Asfari, Mr. 

Sbaai, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Hassan Eddah, and Mr. Deich Eddaf. The prosecutor 

declared that phone calls were surveilled, and that the transcriptions of the phone calls prove 

that the Gdeim Izik camp was planned in Algeria during meetings with the Polisario Front. The 

prosecutor stated that Mr. Asfari and Mr. Sbaai served as leaders, and that tasks were divided 

between the participants, and that the mission was to destabilize the southern province of the 

Kingdom of Morocco. The prosecutor read from the phone records, and mentioned several 

phone calls between Eênama Asfari and members of the Polisario Front (Omar Bulsan and 

Mohammed Dhalil) and conversations mentioned with the special envoy of the General 

Secretary of United Nations, Christopher Ross. 

 

The defense demanded that the new evidence had to be implemented into the case file in 

consistence with the criminal procedural regulations; and stated that the reports were not 

concealed, and that the chain of custody was absent. The defense declared that the court did not 

know who wrote the transcriptions and that the court did not have access to the tapes. The 

defense declared that the original source (the tapes) of the report upon the phone calls had to be 

presented. The defense urged that the court could not make a decision upon admitting new 

evidence into the case file without the detainees present in the courtroom. The defense also 

argued that the evidence was seven years old, and thus impossible for the accused to meet and 

to defend themselves against; and the defense asked why the evidence had not been presented 

on a earlier stage to the accused; and urged that the judgement could not be regarded as correct 

if such evidence was admitted into the case file. The defense pointed out that this case was 

transmitted to the civil court by the constitutional court, and that this new evidence had neither 

been presented during the investigation phase, at the military court nor to the constitutional 

court; and that this transmission prohibited the court from admitting new evidence into the case 

file. The defense further argued that the new evidence (the transcripts of the phone calls) could 

not be admitted to the case file as they were not relevant to the accusations placed forward by 

the prosecution office. The civil part argued for the admittance of both the new reports into the 

case file. The court ruled to postpone the decision to a later time, and to expose the reports 

to the detainees. The defense urged that the accused should be present in the courtroom. The 

court refused to bring them by force.  

 

The prosecution requested to admit photos of Mr. Banga wearing glasses and with a beard. The 

photos were admitted into the case file.  

 

The prosecution requested to show a movie to the court as part of the evidence in the case. The 
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court ruled to screen the film to the courtroom. The film showed; a helicopter flying over the 

camp; people with scarfs running on the ground; cars driving; people putting on yellow vests; 

people leaving the camp; families entering buses; ambulances; cars carrying people; people 

throwing rocks; the gendarmerie destroying tents without checking if there was somebody 

inside; water cannons targeting the inhabitants; people attacking a car and lighting it on fire; a 

red car with a circle around; a person hanging on a car; inhabitants running towards the civil 

forces; two circles portraying an attacker and a victim; three circles and naming of Mr. Toubali, 

Mr. Khouna and Mr. Bourial without possible facial recognition and no identity of a crime; 

circle and naming of Mr. Boutinguiza without possible facial recognition and no identity of a 

crime; portraying a pile of something that cannot be recognized and circle and naming of mr. 

Babait and mr. Khadda without possible facial recognition but with identity of a crime throwing 

stones; portraying of gas bombs and people throwing rocks; images of wounded gendarmerie 

officials; wounded gendarmerie officials carried into the back of a truck; a man with a wound 

in his head; a man lying on the ground; video of Mr. Bani arrested; Mr. Bani is dragged out of 

a car with broken windows and a head injury; the video portrays a jeep;  victims are carried to 

an ambulance; people running on the ground; broken tents; knives; portraying Mr. Bourial on 

the ground with handcuffs, he looks dizzy and unwell; a bus in the middle of the road; an 

ambulance driving of the road; people running; people attacking the ambulance with sticks; 

people attacking a fire truck with stones; a red car that is tipped over in the middle of the road; 

a bus on fire; gendarmerie personnel; people walking alongside the road; a body lying in the 

middle of the road; two cars driving and people running; to corpses and a man standing over 

them (the man was wearing a pink jacket, a black scarf and blue pants); portraying the protests 

in the city; cars on fire in front of a  building; people running in the streets; a body on the ground 

and a man standing over him with a knife; a man beaten laying on the ground; speak from the 

camp held by Mr. Ezzaoui; portaying Mr. Thalil standing next to a truck.  

 

The prosecutor declared that the movie is proof that the inhabitants in the camp received 

military training. The movie commenced by portraying pictures. The court ordered the 

prosecutor to read the text on the screen. The first picture showed the Mr. Sbaai and Mr. Asfari 

with the military minister of Polisaro in the Tindouf camp. The second picture portrayed Mr. 

Asfari and Mr. Lemjeyid with members of the Polisario. The third picture portrayed Mr. Thalil 

and Mr. Banga carrying firearms with members of the Polisario Front in the Tindouf camps. 

The fourth picture portrayed Mr. Banga and Mr. Ismaili with the military minister where Mr. 

Banga had a light beard. The fifth picture portrayed Mr. Sbaai with members from the Polisario.  

 

The movie commenced by portraying details about five accused identified in the movie. The 

first accused identified was Mr. Mohammed Bani; portraying wheel marks on the ground, and 

marks on the car, a man on the ground, and pieces of the glass shield, but not portraying the 

incident or a crime committed; Mr. Bani being dragged out of a car by multiple gendarmerie 

officials; and escorted away. The second accused identified in the movie was Mohammed 

Bourial; portraying an image of a man in a yellow scarf with a circle around him, not able to 

identify any crimes committed; Mr. Bourial sitting on the ground next to a fountain looking 

dizzy and unwell; Mr. Bourial in a car and being asked his name, he answers. The third to be 

identified was Mr. Babait Mohammed Khouna; circle around a man which is throwing rocks; 

not possible to identify the man. The fourth to be identified was Mr. Boutinguiza; a circle 

around a man carrying weapons, and portrayed standing with Mr. Bourial allegedly giving 

instructions; wearing white t-shirt, jeans, grey jacket and black scarf; not possible to identify 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 140 

any crime committed, nor identify the face. The fifth to be identified was Mr. Toubali; circle 

around a man wearing beige jeans, white t-shirt and black jacket; not possible to identify any 

crimes committed nor identify Mr. Toubali as the man encircled.  

 

The court commenced by reviewing the medical expertise. The court requested a statement 

from the defense attorneys on the already conducted medical examinations. The defense 

requested more time to evaluate the reports from the medical examinations, as they had received 

the case documents the same morning, and had prioritized reviewing other elements of the case.  

 

The civil part declared that the medical examinations had followed all the necessary guidelines 

stipulated in the national law, and international law, and that an independent evaluation or 

examination would be a breach of Moroccoôs sovereignty, and that no other country in the 

world would agree to it. The civil party stated that the competence lies with the national judicial 

system, and that an independent examination would be a violation of the treaty of Milano. The 

civil party furthermore requested the court to accept the defenses request for a postponement.  

 

After an adjournment, the court reminded the parties that the accused and the defense already 

had read and evaluated the medical examinations, and that the accused did not need to be re-

told. The court rejected the request upon an independent medical examination. The court 

approved the request upon postponement and adjourned the session until the 5th of June 2017.  

Day 21 ï On the 5th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings started with a delay of over 3 hours at 13h45. The judge informed that the 

delay was due to the fact that the accused in detention didn't want to leave their cells, but then 

he corrected himself saying that they were sleeping due to Ramadan and therefore the court 

gave them time to wake up and wash themselves. The accused were transported to the 

courthouse but refused to appear in front of the court.   

 

The accused Mohamed Bourial, Mohamed Bani, Housseun Ezzaoui and El Bachir Boutanguiza 

was sick, an were not transported to the courthouse. Mr. Mohamed Ayoubi was absent and his 

file was postponed to the 4th of July. 

 

The proceedings initiated with the defence pointing out several cases of the medical expertise 

where the conclusions of the reports did not correspond to the findings and observations made 

by the different doctors. The cases highlighted and that were presented as examples were that 

of Mr. Chej Banga and Mr. Mohamed Bourial.  

 

Mr. Banga's head injury was not attributed to torture, but was not explained otherwise, Mr. 

Bourial has scars from handcuffs, where the conclusion was that the scars had nothing to do 

with torture. The defence declared that this constituted a contradiction. The defence also pointed 

out that new photos of the accused when they arrived at prison were not analysed. 

 

The defence also stated that the medical reports were not clear about the origin of the scars and 

injuries, and that there is no explanation into how or why they were provoked.  

 

The defence asked the court to call new independent experts to make an additional expertise 
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and for the doctors that were the authors of the present expertise to come to court to clarify 

doubts. 

 

The defence also stated that the expertise was not in accordance with the Istanbul protocol. 

 

The general attorney declared that expertise was done in accordance with the Istanbul protocol 

and that he did not see the need for any additional expertise. 

 

After a short break the panel of judges decided to summon the 3 doctors who wrote the reports 

for the 6 of June at 10am. but refused an additional expertise. 

 

The proceedings were adjourned after one hour to the next morning at 10am. 

 

After leaving the court house we received a communiqué from the Committee of the families 

of the prisoners informing that the prisoners refused to leave their cells to go to court and that 

the guards in the prison, and after orders of the prison director had forced the detainees to leave 

their cell and transported them to the courthouse. According to the statement the prisoners were 

beaten, slapped, kicked and insulted resulting in several injuries of Mohamed Haddi, Hassan 

Eddah, Sidi Abdallahi Abahah, Chej Banga, Ahmed Sbaai, Mohamed Tahlil, Abdallahi 

Lakfawni, Mohamed Khouna Babeit, Sidahmed Lemjeyid, Mohamed Mbarek Lefkir and  

Abdeljalil Laaroussi. 

 

Day 22 ï On the 6th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The court case commenced by summoning the doctors which conducted the medical 

examinations to be questioned by the court. The medical examinations ordered by the court 

was conducted by Pr. M. El Yaacoubi Moradh, Dr. Chakib Bouhelal and Pr. Fadila Ait 

Boughima. Pr. Fadila Ait Boughima was the one of the doctors who was questioned, as she was 

the coordinator for the expertise.  

 

Fadila Ait Boughima stated that the examination was conducted for 16 of the detainees, whilst 

5 detainees refused to undergo the examination on the basis that they requested an independent 

examination. The doctor stated that the appointed doctors are specialized in each of their field 

(i.e. forensics, psychiatry, bones) and that each of the doctors conducted private interviews, and 

the doctor stated that both the confidentiality and the dignity of the patients was respected. The 

doctor stated that she met the detainees again in the prison of El Arjat, and that the expertise 

was conducted in line with the Istanbul Protocol. The doctor stated that the Istanbul Protocol is 

an instrument to be used when torture allegations is presented, and when evaluating whether a 

person has been tortured. The doctor stated that the examination should evaluate whether the 

alleged torture match the scars and marks found on the body of the person alleging the torture. 

The doctor stated that related to the examination of Mr. Banga, none of the scars or marks on 

his body matched the alleged torture, and that pain and sufferance are subjective, and that it is 
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normal for a prisoner to feel depressed and therefore feel pain. As for the case of Mr. Banga, 

the doctor concluded that the scars did not match the alleged torture, and that the doctor could 

not conclude with certainty that torture was the reason for the marks on the body of Mr. Banga, 

but that it was a possibility that the marks were linked to the alleged torture. As for Mr. Eddaf 

and Mr. Bani, which alleged torture and loss of hearing after the torture inflicted on them, the 

doctor stated that the loss of hearing was due to an ear infection and age. The doctor said that 

she could therefore not link the scars and injuries to torture, as there existed other possible 

explanations for the injuries and scars. The defence wanted the doctor to explain what she meant 

with a ñweak probabilityò since the likelihood that torture had occurred, clearly existed.  The 

doctor could not give a percentage of the probability, and stated that the probability was deemed 

as weak, as there existed numerous possible causes, as the scars could be a result from accidents 

from the childhood. The defence was prohibited from asking further questions about the 

probability for torture. The doctor stated that it was impossible to find out the exact time a scar 

or mark occurred, i.e. how old a scar or a mark is.  

 

The court commenced with the closing arguments from the civil party. The president of the 

bar, belonging to the civil part, commenced his pleadings by citing two verses from the Koran, 

as this case was nothing else but a murder case. The attorney stated that 10 members of the law 

enforcement were slaughtered, when they carried no weapons. The attorney stated that the 

killings are proven, and that we are dealing with a group of people which planned and commited 

these crimes. The attorney described the case in 7 steps; first step was the planning, second step 

was the execution of the plan with foreigners abroad and where 11 of the detainees received 

financial aid; third step was mobilizing when the detainees toured the region and recruting 

people to the camp by lying to them an claiming that the camp had social demands; fourth phase 

was to prolong the negotiations with the government and hinder the settlement of an agreement; 

fifth phase was organizing of armed forces; sixth phase was to turn the inhabitants into soldiers, 

and to give them weapons; the seventh phase was the dismantlement, where the inhabitants 

attacked and the soldiers stopped people from leaving.  

 

The attorney claimed that one had to evaluate the facts of the case different than what was done 

at the Military Court, and that the court had to prove the role of every one of the detainees. The 

attorney thereafter divided the accused into three groups; leaders, commanders and executers. 

The attorney described Mr. Asfari, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Zeyou, Mr. Deich and Mr. 

Ezzaoui as leaders. The attorney described Mr. Laroussi, Mr. Isamili, Mr. Toubali, Mr. Sbaai, 

Mr. Abahah, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Babait and Mr. Boutinguiza as commanders/field 

leaders which controlled their own section or squads within the camp. The attorney described 

Mr. Bani, Mr. Banga, Mr. Thalil, Mr. Ayubi, Mr. Ettaki, Mr. El Bachir, Mr. Hassan Eddah, Mr. 

Lemjeiyd and Mr. El Bakay as the executers/soldiers, i.e. the ones carrying out the direct orders 

from the leaders and the commanders.  

 

The attorney declared that Mr. Asfari was the main leader in the camp; and that he had contact 

with enemies of the state; had weapons and received financial aid. This was supported by 18 

other declarations given by the detainees, and that the declarations of the other detainees proved 

that the declaration of Mr. Asfari was the truth. The attorney stated that Mr. Asfari as the leader 

of the camp was responsible for what had happened and resulted from the prior agreement. The 

attorney declared that it was clear that an agreement was set into place, where the camp was 

organized, and supported by the declaration of Mr. Asfari in the military camp where he stated 
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that he only let international observers and press enter the camp, and that Mr. Asfari was 

determined that the whole world should hear the protest from the Saharawi People. The attorney 

stated he was shocked when the detainees had entered the room chanting slogans, and that this 

statement was a means of justifying their actions; and thus, proved that the accused were guilty. 

The attorney claimed that the information witnesses were not credible since they were the 

cousins of Mr. Asfari, and that Mr. Asfari was guilty even if he had been in El Aaiun on the 7th 

and 8 th of November; since he had planned the armed attack and the man slaughter; travelled 

to Algeria to conspire against his country; and thus, was the sole responsible for what happened. 

The attorney invoked the phone recordings as evidence, as the attorney stated that Mr. Asfari 

had conversation with the minister of defence of Polisario.  

 

The attorney commenced by describing the role of each of the detainees. He stated that Mr. 

Lefkir was the brain behind the camp, and that he had ordered the security forces in the camp 

to attack; and distributed weapons; and attacked with cars and knives. The attorney supported 

the claims with the declarations given by Mr. Lefkir to the police, and to the investigative judge, 

and the witnesses which identified Mr. Lefkir; and by the declarations given by the other 

accused; and the phone recordings. The next detaine which were claimed to be a leader in the 

camp was Mr. Bourial, where the attorney stated that one could clearly see in the movie that 

Mr. Bourial was arrested at the scene of the crime; and that Mr. Bourial together with the other 

leaders had been in conspiracy to attack the integrity of the kingdom of Morocco in favour of 

other interests; and that Mr. Bourial had given a political speech to defend his actions against 

national affairs. The attorney declared that the phone recordings proved that Mr. Bourial had 

taken orders from foreign parties; and that the cars and the weapons came from foreign parties. 

The fourth accused to be proclaimed as a leader was Mr. Zeyou, where the attorney stated that 

he organized them after their ranks and how they had been paid. The attorney stated that Mr. 

Zeyou was the adviser of Mr. Asfari when collaborating with foreign parties. The attorney 

stated that the leaders of the camp had planned the attack, and that the leaders in the camp had 

committed terrorism; and that this group invented terrorist attacks with cars; which later have 

been seen and reproduced in Nice, London and Manchester. The fifth leader was Mr. Eddaf 

which has declared that he was part of the group which established the protest camp; and that 

Mr. Eddaf had declared state of emergency and declared war; to use all means to win over the 

attackers. The attorney declared that Mr. Eddaf had testified to running over officials with his 

car; and that the declarations of the different detainees confirmed the content of the other and 

vice versa; and that this proved that the police report was the truth; supported by the witnesses 

which identified Mr. Eddaf. The sixth leader, Mr. Ezzaoui, had been given orders within the 

camp to attack the law enforcement, after supervision of Mr. Asfari.  

 

The first commander described was Mr. Laaroussi, where the attorney stated that Mr. Laaroussi 

had given order to attack until death; and that he constructed a human chain to prevent the law 

enforcement from entering the camp; and drove a car and attacked. This was proven by the 

declarations given by Mr. Laaroussi, and supported by the declarations given by the other 

detainees; and supported by the declaration given to the investigative judge where Mr. 

Laaroussi stated that the declaration given to the police was the truth and given without any 

pressure; and the identification by the witnesses. The attorney stated that the fact that the 

witnesses had identified the accused so swiftly and efficient, proved that the identification was 

not instructed or in any means influenced. The second captain was Mr. Babait where the 

attorney claimed that Mr. Babait was identified in the movie, and that Mr. Babait had convinced 
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Mr. El Bakay to attack; and that everything was proven by the declarations given to the police 

and supported by the declaration given to the investigative judge where Mr. Babait denied any 

pressure. The third commander was Mr. Boutinguiza, where the attorney declared that Mr. 

Boutinguiza has dispatched his men to attack the law enforcement forces, and that Mr. 

Boutinguiza was together with Mr. Bourial, as proclaimed in the movie, at the crime scene 

giving orders and throwing stones. The attorney stated that the role of Mr. Boutinguiza was 

proven by the declarations, and the declarations of the other detainees; the trip to Algeria and 

his contact with foreign parties, in particular with Mr. Bulsan. The fourth commander 

proclaimed was Mr. Haddi, which was also proclaimed as one of the architects behind the camp; 

and which planned to defend the camp in case the authorities were to attack. The attorney 

claimed that Mr. Haddi had given his declarations voluntarily, as stated in front of the 

investigative judge, and that the declarations given by the other accused confirmed the 

declaration of Mr. Haddi. The fifth commander described was Mr. Abahah, which was 

responsible for a security squad which he had organized, armed and told to attack the law 

enforcement with cars. The attorney stated that the declaration given by Mr. Abahah to the 

police was the truth; and supported by the declaration given to the investigative judge and by 

the other detainees; and that the declaration of Mr. Abahah in this court confirmed that he was 

trying to justify his actions, and not to declare innocent. The sixth commander proclaimed, Mr. 

Sbaai, had according to the attorney attacked wounded public officials, and dragged them into 

a tent and stoned them. The actions of Mr. Sbaai were confirmed by his declarations to both the 

police and the investigative judge; the declarations of the other accused; and by witnesses which 

had witnessed the violence. The attorney declared that Mr. Sbaai is dangerous and could have 

been a leader, and that Mr. Sbaai was in contact with Mr. Bulsan in Polisario. The seventh 

commander described was Mr. Toubali where the attorney declared that Mr. Toubali had lied 

about being in the hospital, and that Mr. Toubali had been in the camp with Mr. Lemjeiyd, and 

that Mr Toubali had been throwing rocks; and that he was arrested at the scene of the crime. 

The eight commander described was Mr. Ismaili which according to the attorney had carried a 

big knife and killed numerous officials and wounded countless; and that this was supported by 

the declaration given by Mr. Ismaili and the declarations of the other accused. The attorney 

asked the court whether it could imagine that the prison administration would give the 

gendarmerie a room to torture Mr. Ismaili within the prison.  

 

The proceedings were adjourned until the 7th of June.  

Day 23 ï On the 7th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The proceedings recommenced with the closing arguments from the president of the bar. The 

attorney commenced by describing the executers, which he declared were the ones who 

executed the orders given by the leaders and the commanders. The attorney declared that Mr. 

Bani had a role as an executer, and that it was proven beyond doubt that Mr. Bani attacked the 

law enforcement with his car, and that he was arrested on the scene of the crime. The attorney 

declared that this was proven by the movie, the declaration of Mr. Bani which told that Mr. 

Bourial had given him orders the prior evening. The attorney declared that the movie was 
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blatant proof to the crime, and that this proved that the declaration given to the police was the 

truth; and that this logic had to be applied to all the declarations given by the accused; and that 

the declarations given by the other accused further supported the statement of Mr. Bani. Mr. 

Banga was described as a dangerous soldier; and that he was given orders to attack, and arrested 

at the scene of the crime. The third executer described was Mr. Thalil which has declared to the 

police that he on the prior evening received orders, and that he together with Mr. Hassan Eddah 

and Mr. El Bachir made bombs and prepared traps; and that he threw the bombs towards the 

civil forces and drove a car together with Mr. Laaroussi; and that this declaration was confirmed 

by the declaration of Mr. Hassan Eddah and Mr. El Bachir, and supported by this statement to 

the investigative judge where he didnôt alleged the torture, and his trip to Algeria. The role of 

Mr. Ayoubi was not described since Mr. Ayoubi is absent. The attorney stated further that Mr. 

Ettaki had controlled people and killed a member of the civil forces with a knife. The attorney 

stated that the declarations made by Mr. Ettaki was the truth, and supported by the declarations 

given to the investigative judge. Concerning Mr. El Bachir Khadda the attorney pleaded that 

Mr. El Bachir was a soldier which had attacked fiercely, and that he threw bombs. The attorney 

stated that Mr. El Bachir had tried to justify his actions by giving a political speech, and that 

this action meant that he was guilty. The attorney declared that Mr. Hassan Eddah was a 

member of the squad lead by Mr. Bourial, and coordinated with western parties outside of the 

country. On the 8th of November, Mr. Eddah and the rest of his team made gas bombs and traps 

and positioned themselves ready to attack. The declarations of Mr. Thalil and Mr. Khadda prove 

that the declaration made by Mr. Eddah is the truth. Mr. Eddah further stated in front of the 

investigative judge that he gave his declarations voluntary, and without any form of pressure. 

The civil party places Mr. Hassan Eddah in the category of the ñexecutersò, but he was also in 

coordination with members of the Polisario, in particular with Mr. Bulsan, and Mr. Hassan 

Eddah used to visit Algeria. The attorney described the role of Mr. Lemjeiyd as a soldier which 

distributed weapons; that he attacked with cars; and he was happy and pleased with the attack; 

"I felt profound gratification when stabbing" the attorney quoted from the declaration. The 

actions were proven by the declaration given by Mr. Lemjeyid, and supported by the 

declarations given by the other accused. The last described was the role of Mr. El Bakay, which 

had driven a car and attacked a line in the civil forces; which was proven by the declarations 

given by Mr. El Bakay and supported by the declarations given by the other accused.  

 

In conclusion, the president of the bar made several deductions; that the camp was planned by 

the accused; mobilized people by telling them that the camp had social demands which was a 

lie; that a delegation travelled to Algeria and met with members from the Algerian regime and 

Polisario; planned to occupy a part of the country to destabilize the region; the camp was 

financed by means from abroad; the defendants had contact with separatist outside Morocco 

and received instructions; the dialogue committee was under the control of the leaders, and the 

negotiations were not supposed to reach an agreement; tried to threaten the state security by 

stalling the negotiations; the accused are convinced of their right to resist and as their role as 

separatists; confirms that we are dealing with accused which meant to threaten the state 

security; the slogans are the motive for the crime; they claim that Western Sahara is occupied 

and that they therefore had the right to attack; the inhabitants of the camp had weapons; planned 

the attack with forming security squads; gave speeches to mobilize and make the people resist; 

the detainees fled from the court when the evidence was blatant and undisputable; the movie is 

clear and identifies 7 of the accused; the reports and the minutes from the police, gendarmerie 

and investigative judge has full credibility; and shows the truth; the declaration in front of the 
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investigative judge proves that the accused were not tortured or subjected to pressure; and that 

the declarations are supported by many facts in the case; and the attorney concluded that all the 

evidence was incriminating.  

 

The attorney thereafter placed forward a request to re-characterize the court case and adapt the 

charges; the attorney invoked that the crimes committed were an attempt to threaten the state 

security by mass killings, and to affect the internal security of the state; and the attorney 

declared that ñwe are talking about a well planned operation for mass killing of the law 

enforcementò. The attorney invoked that the court should change the charges to the articles 

upon domestic terrorism; art. 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 208 of the Moroccan criminal code. 

Concerning whether the court had the competence to alter the charges, the attorney declared 

that the court has the liberty to evaluate the case on its own basis. The civil party submitted a 

written request upon the altering of the charges.  

 

The second attorney for the civil party was thereafter called upon to give his final pleadings to 

the court. The attorney commenced by stating that this court case did not entail a political crime, 

or could be described as a political trial. The attorney commenced with commenting on the 

fourth Geneva Convention, and stated that the court could not rule upon the statement given by 

the accused that they come from an occupied territory and are separatists. The attorney 

criticized the Military court, and asked the court to characterize the crime in a way that they 

would be able to sentence the culprits; and give new qualities to the accusations. The attorney 

invoked that the court could sentence the accused as contributors to the crime. The attorney 

urged that riots leading to violence against law enforcement are a crime, and that the leaders of 

the protest are sentenced as if they committed the crime themselves. According to art. 173 the 

attorney invoked, the leaders can be sentenced even though they werenôt at the crime scene; 

where the person is asked about their actions leading to the crime. The defendants must thus be 

sentenced for their planning of the events; and thus as if they committed the crime themselves. 

The attorney thereafter commenced by commenting on the evidence file, and claimed that the 

phone records were legitimate evidence, and proven by the fact that the number given by Mr. 

Lefkir matched the number on the reports; claimed that the defendants had given contradictions 

when alleging the torture and that this proved that they werenôt tortured.  

 

The third attorney for the civil party invoked that this was a fair trial; and that the detainees do 

not want to take responsibility for what happened in the Gdeim Izik camp. The attorney claimed 

that the scene of the crime had been proven during the questioning made by this court, and that 

the witnesses for the defense had not given any useful elements to the court. The attorney 

thereafter claimed that the detainees had withdrew themselves from the proceedings since the 

evidence against them was indisputable; and that they are disappointed and ashamed because 

their plan did not work. The attorney also stated that the court had an obligation to re-

characterize the case, because the crime beforehand was a crime against the public order and 

construction of a criminal gang, and threats to the internal security of the country. The attorney 

claimed that the case had changed; the court was handling new facts which were not laid out to 

the Supreme court, and that the court therefore had to re-characterize.  

 

The fourth attorney from the civil party stated that he was disgusted by the detainees attempt to 

cover their actions by stating that they are political activists and alleging torture. The attorney 

stated that the families of the victims can not understand how their country can be proclaimed 
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as a country that tortures, and that the CAT-decision had no basis in the reality, and with no 

evidence. The attorney stated that Mr. Asfari alleged the torture three years after the alleged 

torture happened, and that he refused to contribute to examinations done by Morocco; and the 

civil party asked for this case to be a case against the defendants, and not the kingdom of 

Morocco.  

 

The fifth attorney, a French attorney pleading on behalf of the victims, stated that the evidence 

against the accused was blatant, and that their only defense was stating that they have been 

tortured, and that this was a political trial, and that the defense had used every tactic, from 

hunger strike to withdrawal, to hide the manslaughter.  The French attorney claimed that it is 

obvious that the Geneva Convention is not meant to be applied, whereas it is obvious that 

Morocco is not an occupying country and that Western Sahara has never been a state; but that 

it was clear that Spain was occupying; and that the politics of Polisario were merely dangerous 

ideas.  

 

The sixth attorney urged that it was time for the victims to see their killers condemned; and that 

the detainees were collaborating with international observers; but that their country stood with 

the victims and would protect their legacy. The attorney stated that these were people who used 

violence to reach a political agenda, and that they were the first to use terrorism with cars; and 

that these people were brain washed. The attorney stated that fake pictures proclaiming a 

massacre in the camp were leaked to the Spanish press by the separatists and international 

observers; and that these pictures caused the riots and the killings in the cities. The attorney 

invoked that all the crimes and clashes that took place in the camp were not spontaneous, but 

were carefully planned by foreign parties. The attorney commenced by stating that a report 

done by 13 NGOs, with them Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and International 

Federation for Human Rights, showed that the camp was in fact planned and that the camp had 

social demands which was a smoke screen made by the detainees who are linked to Polisario 

and human trafficking. The attorney stated that the leaders prolonged and hindered the 

negotiations and excluded the sheiks from the negotiations which are the legitimate leaders of 

the Saharawi people. The attorney further claimed that the leaders in the camp had stopped a 

minister and the governor from entering the camp; and that this was proven by the phone 

recordings. The phone recordings further proved that children were living in the camps; but that 

the demands changed from being social to political demands in line with directives from foreign 

parties with an aim to threaten the integrity of Morocco. The reports from Amnesty 

International and Human rights were proof that vailed people were throwing stones; and that 

the violent clashes resulted in deaths only on one side as the civil forces were unarmed. The 

attorney commenced by commenting on the evidence file; and stated that all the reports carried 

their names and their signatures, and that the detainees had not alleged torture to the 

investigative judge; and that Mr. Asfari had alleged torture to the torture committee happening 

on the 7th of November, and the attorney asked whether it was logical that a person was tortured 

for events happening on the 8th of November. The attorney, after this logic, claimed that the 

truth was that Mr. Asfari was in the camp on the 8th of November, and that Mr. Asfari had lied 

to French NGOs and to the torture committee; and that his witnesses supporting him were 

witnesses upon request which lied but failed. The attorney invoked that Mr. Asfari was lying 

since the complaint was not submitted to the investigative judge, and that he complained in 

2013 for torture happening in 2010. The attorney further argued that the silence from the 

accused (I.e. several of the accused invoked the right to remain silent when confronted with 
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questions from the civil party) had to be interpreted against them, whereas the attorney recited 

legislation and judgements both from United States and Switzerland; and the attorney stated 

that the right to remain silent weakend the right for the accused; because they are preventing 

reaching the truth; and that silence is not a right for the innocent. The court asked for a definition 

upon the right to remain silent in relation to the Islamic philosophy.  

 

The court adjourned until the 8th of June.  

 

Day 24 ï On the 8th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The seventh attorney from the civil party commenced his pleading, and stated that he 

represented the victim hit by a car. He stated that the proof of the car-attack was blatant. The 

attorney asked for compensation; 2 million dirhams to each of the victims payed in solidarity.  

 

The eight attorney from the civil party commenced by commenting on the competence of the 

court, and stated in that relation that the Court of Appeal in Salé utilizes the law in the same 

regard as the Court Appeal of El Aaiun, and therefore that the competence was up to the court. 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the allegations upon torture, and stated that it was 

clear that the accused only used allegations upon torture as a smoke screen to cover their 

criminal actions of their planning of the camp and the threating of the internal security of the 

country. The attorney urged that he had to do with fierce criminals and not political activists; 

and that the argument of Mr. Asfari that the dismantlement was abuse of power, means that he 

was justifying their actions; and meant that they had the right to kill the members of the law 

enforcement. The attorney thereafter declared that the statement of Mr. Asfari (i.e. claiming 

abuse of power) was a confession upon all the charges, and that Mr. Asfari had the main 

responsibility for what happened alongside with Mr. Bulsan. The attorney commenced by 

commenting on several of the accused; Mr. Banga was not a human rights activist but a soldier 

as shown in the picture (I.e. carrying weapon in the Tinduf camp), and that his statement about 

the Arabic spring was proof that the camp was a violent resistance camp with political aims; 

Mr. Zeyou had tried to flee from the airport in El Aaiun to the other criminals, and that Mr. 

Zeyou stated that the law did not protect the law enforcement, and that they therefore had the 

right to kill; Mr. Thalil said they had political demands; Mr. Laaroussi came from Spain to 

participate in the camp; Mr. El Bakay stated that Mr. Asfari wanted to politicize the camp. The 

attorney stated that these facts, plus the reports from the judicial police which are real even if 

they are denied; are sufficient evidence. The attorney stated that she regarded the support 

witnesses as accomplices to the crime, and that they had several contradictions, and was 

instructed; the attorney stated that some of the international observers are also instructed; and 

that this court case was affected by what happened inside this very courtroom. The court told 

the attorney to stick to the charges, and the attorney replied that she regarded the courts 

competence to alter the charges an obligation rather than a question upon competence.  

 

The ninth attorney commenced the pleading by describing how his client had carried victims 
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from the camp peacefully; and was attacked and killed. The attorney commenced by stating 

that he did not accept that a foreign attorney commented on the history of his country; and 

commenced by giving a lesson in history of the Kingdom of Morocco, whilst urging that this 

court case was not a political trial. The attorney described the legitimate claim that Morocco 

has over Western Sahara for over an hour without any interruptions. The attorney stated that 

the law enforcement did not carry any weapons, and that the inhabitants were armed, so if any 

party had breached the Geneva conventions, it was the separatist and those who threatened the 

internal security of Morocco. The attorney stated that the leaders and the planners of the camp 

had breached the international humanitarian law and committed war crimes by assaulting 

wounded people and by using civilians to commit their crimes. The attorney stated that all 

countries have subjects that you do not question or talk about; and that they would never go to 

a French courthouse and question the existence of Holocaust. The attorney stated that the 

accused are soldiers that are not official military personnel, which has given their loyalty to 

Polisario, and that they had to be held accountable for their actions.  

 

The tenth attorney for the civil party, invoked that the families of the victims asked for the 

culprits to be condemned, and asked the court to sentence them to the harshest penalty that 

exists, but not the death penalty, because they did not want the right to life to be breached again. 

The attorney commented on the torture committee and claimed that they had no competence to 

investigate, and urged that the detaineeôs connections to Polisario as a organization of militia 

proved that the accused were guilty; the agreement and coordination between the accused and 

the Polisario was the decisive evidence; and sufficient evidence to be in accordance with the 

decision from the supreme court.  

 

The eleventh attorney from the civil party commenced by commenting on the history of 

Morocco, and claimed that Morocco is a model for implementing human rights; which gave 

Morocco enemies; and that Morocco now must protect themself from their foreign enemies; 

and he stated that Algeria and Polisario are enemies of the Kingdom of Morocco. The camp 

was thus planned by separatists and that they constructed a non-official army to attack the law 

enforcement. The attorney stated that the slogans chanted by the accused had shocked him; and 

stated that the accused had attacked them with these slogans within the very courtroom; they 

did not have weapons but the accused had been carrying something more dangerous. The 

attorney stated that the accused had tried to occupy land in Morocco and give it to Algeria.  

 

The twelfth attorney from the civil party, a Spanish lawyer, stated that those who believe that 

these people are peaceful are wrong, and those who think that the accused are innocent are 

wrong. He stated that torture allegations are a strategy and has no basis in reality. The attorney 

thereafter stated that the accused tried to justify mass murder with their political beliefs; and 

that they do not respect the victims due to this strategy of making the case about politics. The 

attorney urged the court to respect the rights of the victims.  The attorney claimed that this court 

case was followed by many international observers and NGOs and that it was impossible to 

either question the jurisdiction, the independence nor the impartiality of the court, and that 

Morocco, who has ratified over 52 international conventions, was a role model.  

 

The thirteenth attorney from the civil party invoked that the law enforcement was surprised 

when they approached the camp thinking that it was a peaceful protest camp; and what the 

detainees had done and the terror they had caused could not even be found in a camp of ISIS. 
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The attorney also invoked that the amendment of the procedural law, that civilians should not 

be trailed in a military court, was not caused by this case and that no one had thought that this 

group would be the first group to benefit from the changes in the law. The attorney further 

asked how we can talk about a fair trial without the representation of the victims.  

 

The last attorney from the civil party making his pleadings gave a pleading based on the phone 

recordings, and by making deductions from the phone recordings. The translation in French, 

Spanish and English was not compatible and it was hard to understand the basis for the 

deductions, as the lawyer read in Hassania dialect which is a language that the translator does 

not understand, as stated in previous sessions of the hearings. After the pleading, we the 

observers asked the defence what was stated, and the defence informed us that the phone 

recordings proved that several of the detainees (Mr. Asfari, Mr. Lefkir and Mr. Bourial) had 

been in contact with Mr. Bulsan, but that the phone recordings did not giver further information. 

The civil attorney further claimed that it was the obligation of the court to alter the charges to 

the chapter of terrorism, as the court would never be able to prove the link between the different 

accused and the killings; and therefore, that the court had only one option, and that was to look 

at this case as a crime of terrorism.  

 

The court adjourned until the 12th of June.  

 

Day 25 ï On the 12th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

At the commencement of the proceedings the prosecutor was given the floor to deliver his final 

arguments to the court. The prosecutor started his pleading by stating that the court has the 

competence to take into use every tool to reach the truth. The prosecutor stated that he found it 

suspicious that the detainees refused to appear in front of the court after almost every request 

from the defence had been responded positively, and referred to the request upon medical 

examinations, the summoning of the police mens which conducted the police reports, and the 

request upon presentation of evidence. The prosecutor thereafter stated that the reason for the 

withdrawal of the accused was the hard evidence he had been able to present, and that the 

withdrawal was an admittance of guilt; they were surrounded by evidence and the truth was 

according to the prosecutor obvious to the court and everyone else. The prosecutor stated that 

the torture allegations were nothing more than a failing strategy trying to cover up their acts, 

and that the defendants has tried to justify their actions, and claimed that they have the right, 

and attempted to justify with using political speech. The prosecutor claimed that this court case 

was related to what happened on the 8th of November 2010; and that the accused had a prior 

agreement to attack the law in order enforcement, and attack the law in order authorities and 

caused by violent acts the death to a number of personnel, and that the status of these victims 

was clear. The prosecutor stated that the court of appeal is a transferal court, and that the court 

therefore has an obligation to rule in according to the verdict from the Supreme Court. The 

prosecutor stated that the police reports are data, but that the police reports were supported by 

several pieces of evidence (i.e. the witnesses, the phone transcripts, report on the movement, 
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and the videos). He further stated that ñdataò should be interpreted as evidence. The prosecutor 

commenced by dealing with the separated charges; the forming of a criminal gang and violence 

against public officials with the result of death. The prosecutor divided the accused into three 

categories; leaders, participants and both.  

 

The prosecutor commenced by commenting on the accusation of forming a criminal gang which 

is related to art. 293 of the criminal code, with sentence stipulated in art. 294. The prosecutor 

clarified that the court can find an accused guilty of forming a criminal gang, even though the 

court does not find sufficient evidence for the murder charges. The prosecutor stated that the 

court has to find it proven that the accused had a prior agreement with the aim to harm people, 

and with a criminal intent to harm. The prosecutor stated that it is clear that the accused has 

hold a number of meetings, both inside and outside Morocco and that the accused received 

financial aid, and weapons. The criminal gang was according to the prosecutor evident given 

the number of victims. The prosecutor further stated that the accused had abducted the 

population of El Auin, and held them with force in the camp Gdeim Izik. The prosecutor further 

stated that the accused had criminal intent to destabilize the region, which was proven with the 

phone recordings. The prosecutor stated that the accused deceived people with claiming that 

the camp had social demands, where the camp in reality was a mean to create chaos and destroy 

property and harm people. The prosecutor linked this prior agreement to the earlier settlement 

of a camp in October in Boujour, and to the tour to the different cities in the southern province 

of morocco. The prosecutor proved the forming of a criminal gang with the reports upon 

movement which entails the travel route for several of the detainees to Algeria in 2010, and  

that they visited the Tindouf camp and planned the Gdeim Izik camp together with Polisario. 

The prosecutor further claimed that several of the accused (I.e. Mr. Banga, Mr. Thalil, Mr. 

Sbaai and Mr. Asfari) received military training in the Tindouf camp.  

 

The prosecutor stated further that the transcripts upon the phone recordings proved that a prior 

agreement existed between the accused, as the defendants had collaborated with foreign parties. 

The prosecutor stated that the phone recordrings proved that (1) establishment of the camp was 

planned in correlation with Polisario and Mr Bulsran, (2) the accused made sure that no 

agreement was reached with the government after orders from Mr. Bulsran, and (3) that the 

accused did not inform the inhabitants about the ongoing negotiations, and encouraged the 

inhabitants to resist an intervention. The prosecutor commenced by commenting on the phone 

recordings, which concerns 6 of the accused. The prosecutor recited a phone conversation 

between Mr. Asfari og Mr. Dhalil, which told Mr. Asfari to watch Christopher Ross in the 

international media and that the camp was not separated from a report delivered to Mr. Ross 

which was planned over several months, and Mr. Asfari informed that he travelled towards the 

camp for the Saharawi people and that the rest followed him in cars. The second phone 

conversation was between Mr. Asfari and Mr. Bulsran where the prosecutor read up that Mr. 

Bulsran told Mr. Afari to gather the young influential people, and that Mr. Asfari stated that the 

mass destruction weapons were ready. The third conversation was between Mr. Sbaai and Mr. 

Bulsran where Mr. Sbaai stated in response to the question of Mr. Bulsran that everything went 

according to plan, and that they had established the security forces and made checkpoints, and 

that he was in control of searching the vehiclesô entering the camps. The fourth conversation 

was between Mr. Sbaai and Mr. Bulsran where Mr. Bulsran told Mr. Sbaai to count the number 

of activists in the camp, and to mobilize them. The fifth conversation was between Mr. 

Lakfawni and Mr. Bulsran, where Mr. Lakfawni ensured Mr. Bulsran that they had everything 
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under control, and Mr. Bulsran told Mr. Burial to continue gaining time. The sixth conversation 

was between Mr. Bourial and Mr. Bulsran, where Mr. Bulsran told Mr. Bourial to not negotiate 

with ñthemò and to hinder them from entering the camp, and use maximum time. The seventh 

conversation was between Mr. Bourial and Mr. Bulsran, where Mr. Bulsran told Mr. Burial to 

put pressure on the negotiations. The eight conversation was between Mr. Hassan Eddah and 

Mr. Bulsran, where Mr. Eddah informed Mr. Bulsran that they were prohibiting the governor 

and the sjeiks from entering the camp. The ninth conversation was between Mr. Lefkir and Mr. 

Bulsran, where Mr. Bulsran told Mr. Lefkir to not give any final solutions in the negotiations.  

 

The prosecutor claimed that the transcripts of the phone recordings was proof that it exited an 

prior agreement and an commitment to attack and use violence. The prosecutor supported the 

phone recordings with declarations from several of the witnesses, in particular the testimony of 

the police officer Mr. Faisal Rass and an alleged inhabitant in the camp Mr. Mohammed 

Choouja which declared that it was security forces inside the camp and several checkpoints. 

The prosecutor further stated that people were prohibited from leaving the camps, and that the 

camp was like a military camp, basing this on the statements taken from the police men which 

wrote the reports. The prosecutor finally backed up his deductions with the declarations of the 

accused, and stated that the confrontation was necessary, since the objective of the camp was 

not to improve the social conditions but to destabilize the region and to threaten the internal 

security of the state. The prosecutor thereafter gave his final argument by presenting a map over 

the organization, where he divided the accused into different roles. Mr. Asfari was pointed out 

as the leader, and Mr. Lefkir and Mr. Haddi was placed on his right hand side in charge of 

monitoring the movements and the weapons, whilst Mr. Sbaai was on the left hand side of Mr. 

Asfari and in control of the camp. Mr. Laroussi was placed in charge of the security forces, and 

had 600 followers, and worked with Mr. Babait and mr. Ezzaoui, and several was positioned as 

soldiers as Mr. Ayubi, Mr. Ettaki and Mr. Hassan Eddah. 

 

The prosecutor commenced his pleading with commenting on the charges based on art. 267 

concerning violence against public officials leading to death. The prosecutor claimed that the 

court had sufficient evidence to prove the cause and effect relation of the outcome, which is 

death, and the intent to harm life. The prosecutor invoked that all the participants to the crime 

shall be condemned, when the direct cause could not be established; then every participant in 

the group should be sentenced as if they committed the decisive cause which lead to the effect.  

 

The prosecutor divided the accused into three groups; the perpetrators, the participants, and 

both perpetrators and participants. The prosecutor commenced by commenting on each of the 

accused charged with the causing of death after art. 267 (Mr. Ettaki, Mr. Bani, Mr. Laroussi, 

Mr. Lakfawni, Mr. Boutinguiza, Mr. Sidi Abdallahi, Mr. Sbaai and Mr. El Bakay).  

 

The prosecutor commenced with Mr. Ettaki, and stated that Mr. Ettaki has a record for deserting 

the military, and that he in this case was caught ñred handedò on the scene of the crime. The 

prosecutor claimed that the government got information that the inhabitants of the camp was 

stopped from leaving, that the culprits were arrested, and that Mr. Ettaki was amongst them 

which attacked the civil forces. The prosecutor stated that the police reports was data and that 

it was proven that Mr. Ettaki attacked with big stones, caused physical damage and with a big 

knife. Second piece of evidence was the testimony given by the policemen which conducted 

the police report of Mr. Ettaki, and the declaration of Mr. Ettaki to the investigative judge. The 
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third and essential piece of evidence was the autopsy report which proved the death of the 

victim, and therefore the effect. The effect was related to the different weapons used, i.e. cars, 

knives and stones, and therefore the cause and effect was proven. It was further proven that Mr. 

Ettaki had criminal intent according to the prior agreement with the criminal gang.  

 

The second accused was Mr. Bani. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Bani has a military past and 

military training, and that Mr. Bani was caught red handed whilst driving his car. That Mr. Bani 

had committed the crime, i.e. hit one of the members in the civil force with his car, was proven 

by the testimony given by Mr. Faisal El Malazi. The prosecutor stated that it was obvious and 

proven beyond any doubt that Mr. Bani had killed a member of the law enforcement with his 

car by the police reports, the testimony, the video recording, the autopsy report and the red 

handed arrest.  

 

The third accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Laroussi, and he stated that Mr. 

Laroussi also have a criminal record related to issuing a bank check without coverage. The 

prosecutor stated that the police report and the arrest which was red handed at the scene of the 

crime, proved that Mr. Laroussi attacked the civil force with his car and that he had 600 people 

under his command. Statement from the other accused supported the police report of Mr. 

Laroussi. The prosecutor further stated that Mr. Laroussi was the ñrepression instrumentò of 

Mr. Asfari, used to harass the inhabitants in the camp. The prosecutor stated that the accused 

has confessed to the crime, and are now trying to hide the truth. The role of Mr. Laroussi was 

further stated by numerous witnesses, which had also identified Mr. Laroussi. The prosecutor 

stated that both the information witness for Mr. Laroussi and Mr. Laroussi was lying, and that 

the witness had no credibility. Final pieces of evidence presented by the prosecutor was the 

alleged prior agreement which showed the criminal effect, and the autopsy reports which proves 

the effect of the crime.  

 

The fourth accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Lakfawni. The prosecutor 

commenced by laying out the criminal record of Mr. Lakfawni concerning smuggling of drugs 

and violence towards public officials. The prosecutor further commented on the police reports, 

and stated that Mr. Lakfawni was arrested red handed, and that it was proven from this that Mr. 

Lakfawni drove a car and hit the civil forces and killed a member of the law enforcement. The 

report of the police was supported by the report made by the investigative judge. The prosecutor 

stated that the report from the investigative judge was again supported by the testimony from 

the police man which conducted the police report. The prosecutor stated that as many as 5 

witnesses identified Mr. Lakfawni as the driver of a grey Nissan. The prosecutor stated that the 

information witness for Mr. Lakfawni lacked the necessary credibility since the witness did not 

know the phone number or Mr. Lakfawni or whether he had a tent.  

 

The fifth accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Boutinguiza. The prosecutor 

commenced by presenting the criminal record of Mr. Boutinguiza who has been convicted for 

drug dealing and participation in a riot in El Auin. The prosecutor stated that the police report 

proved that Mr. Boutinguiza was in charge of a security unit armed with white weapons, and 

had control over the inhabitants in the camp, and ran over a member of the law enforcement 

with his car. Mr. Boutinguiza was further arrested red handed which proved the crime, and 

supported by the report from the investigative judge. The prosecutor further stated that one 

could identify Mr. Boutinguiza together with Mr. Bourial in the movie.  
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The sixth accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Sidi Abdallahi. The prosecutor stated 

that Mr. Sidi Abdallahi has previous stated that his prior declarations were given willingly, and 

that this means that the information was given without torture and that the expertise proves that 

Mr. Sidi Abdallahi was lying. The prosecutor stated evidence against Mr. Sidi Abdallahi was 

the confiscated elements, the testimony given by the witness Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, and the 

autopsy reports. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Sidi Abdallahi´s refusal to undergo the medical 

expertise was playing with justice, and that his demand for an international expertise had no 

legal grounds. 

 

The seventh accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Sbaai. The prosecutor cited the 

criminal record of Mr. Sbaai who has a prior conviction of arson. The prosecutor stated that 

Mr. Sbaai received money from Mr. Asfari which was proven by the phone recordings. Mr. 

Sbaai further received orders from Mr. Asfari to kill the members of the law enforcements, and 

stated that Mr. Sbaai dragged three people into a tent and stoned one of them to death. This was 

proven by the police report and supported by the report from the investigative judge. The actions 

of Mr. Sbaai was supported by the video, the confiscated elements and the testimony of Mr. 

Mohammed Choujaa, M. Hassan Tawi and the police man which conducted the police report 

of Mr. Sbaai, and finally the autopsy report which proves the condition of the victims. Upon 

the torture allegations, the prosecutor stated that Mr. Sbaai has already declared to the 

investigative judge that he gave his declarations willingly and was never tortured or ill-treated.  

 

The eight accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. El Bakay. The prosecutor stated that 

the evidence was blatant, especially the police report and that Mr. El Bakay was arrested red 

handed. The prosecutor stated that Mr. El Bakay was one of the planners of this criminal project, 

and that he attended the meeting on the 7th of November and drove a car on the 8th of November 

and attacked a line of the law enforcement members. This was proven by the police report of 

Mr. El Bakay and supported by the declarations given by Mr. Laroussi and Mr. Lakfawni, and 

statement given to the investigative judge, and the testimony given by Mr. Mohammed 

Choujaa. The criminal intent was proven by the type of violence used, and cause and effect was 

proven by the autopsy report. 

 

The prosecutor thereafter commenced by commenting on the accused charged for participation 

in the murder of members of the law enforcement in accordance with art. 129, after art. 267 of 

the criminal code (Mr. Asfari, Mr. Banga, Mr. Bourial, Mr. Haddi, Mr. Zeyou, Mr. El Bachir 

Khadda, Mr. Hassan Eddah, Mr. Thalil).  

 

The ninth accused commented on was Mr. Asfari. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Asfari was 

previously convicted for having assaulted a police officer. The prosecutor commenced by 

commenting on the police reports which he stated was conducted inside the camp whilst they 

were leading the attack, and that Mr. Asfari planned to establish the camp, proven by the phone 

conversations held with Mr. Bulsran, together with the other accused (Mr. Lefkir and Mr. 

Hassan Eddah). The prosecutor stated that Mr. Asfari gave orders to kill and destroy public 

property with gass bombs, and stated that the movie proved participation to murder. The 

prosecutor stated that the declaration given by Mr. Asfari was supported by the declarations 

given by several of the other accused, and cited the declaration given by Mr. Zeyou, Mr. El 

Bachir and Mr. Bourial. These declarations was supported by the statements given to the 
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investigative judge by Mr. Asfari, and the prosecutor added that Mr. Asfari was moral 

responsible for what happened on the 8th of November 2010. These pieces of evidence was 

further supported by Mr. Asfari declaration where he stated that all the tents in Gdeim Izik was 

his, and supported by the confiscated elements, and the testimonies from firstly Mr. Mohammed 

Choujaa and secondly the police men which wrote the police report concerning the case of Mr. 

Asfari. The prosecutor stated that the information witnesses for Mr. Asfari lacked the necessary 

credibility, and that the testimonies had several contradictions, and therefore had to be discarded 

as evidence. The prosecutor stated the court ñonlyò had to prove participation to murder, and 

that the link between Mr. Asfari and the killings were blatant, and proven beyond doubt. The 

intent to kill was proven by the prior agreement to attack. The prosecutor thereafter commented 

on the CAT-decision regarding the case of Mr. Asfari and stated that the proceedings of CAT 

could not be equal to national procedures, and stated that this committee can not issue any 

opinions when the case is still being treated by the judicial system in Morocco.  

 

The court adjourned until the 13th of june.  

 

Day 26 ï On the 13th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The court commenced by giving the floor to the prosecutor in order for him to finish his final 

arguments. The prosecutor commenced by commenting on the tenth accused, Mr. Banga. The 

prosecutor stated that from the police report and the declaration from several witnesses, i.e. Mr. 

Mohammed Choujaa, it was clear that Mr. Banga was in charge of a squad of 17 people which 

he distributed weapons to and that Mr. Banga gave orders to attack, which proved the 

participation in murder. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Ayubi, Mr. Bani, and Mr. Ettaki had 

declared that they received orders from Mr. Banga. The role of Mr. Banga was further proven 

by the statements given by the officials which wrote the reports, and the report from the 

investigative judge. The prosecutor stated that in total 6 witnesses identified Mr. Banga, and 

that the role of Mr. Banga in participation of murder was proven beyond any doubt. The 

prosecutor also presented a picture of Mr. Banga with a beard in contradiction to the statement 

of Mr. Banga who claimed he did not have a beard in 2010. The prosecutor concluded that this 

picture of Mr. Banga with a beard proved that declarations given to the police are the truth, that 

the statements given to this court is lies, and that Mr. Banga committed the crimes he is accused 

of. The autopsy report further proved the effect of the crime.   

 

The eleventh accused commented on was Mr. Bourial. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Bourial 

has a criminal record upon human trafficking and illegal immigration. The prosecutor stated 

that Mr. Bourial was caught red handed whilst attacking the members of the law enforcement, 

and the preliminary data showed that Mr. Bourial was an active part in the planning of the camp 

and in the agreement with Mr. Asfari. The prosecutor stated that the role of Mr. Bourial was to 

continue a dialogue with the government, and execute the orders from Mr. Asfari, and repress 

the inhabitants in the camp and resist the law enforcement. The prosecutor stated that the crimes 
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committed was a consequence of the prior agreement and the criminal gang. The prosecutor 

stated that both Mr. Bani and Mr. El Bachir had received orders from Mr. Bourial as stated in 

their declarations. The role of Mr Bourial was proven by the police report, the report from the 

investigative judge and the autopsy reports. The prosecutor stated that the security squad of Mr. 

Bourial held people as hostages inside the camp, and that an agreement to dismantle the camp 

on the 5th of November was reached and that Mr. Bourial had deceived the people in the camp. 

All the actions of Mr. Bourial was proven by the confiscated elements, the reports from the 

police, the movie, and witnesses (Mohammed Choujaa, and the policemenôs which conducted 

the reports), and the autopsy reports.  

 

The twelfth accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Haddi. The prosecutor stated that 

Mr. Haddi was arrested red handed, and received instructions from Mr. Asfari and that Mr. 

Haddi had visited the guards situated around the camps and distributed bombs which he had 

made, and driven a car and broken bones. The actions of Mr. Haddi was proven by the police 

reports and the report from the investigative judge. The prosecutor further stated that Mr. Haddi 

had held the civil forces under surveillance. The prosecutor stated that the role of Mr. Haddi 

was proven by the reports, the confiscated elements, the movie and the witnesses which 

identified him, in particular Mr. Mohammed Choujaa. These pieces of evidence was supported 

by the autopsy reports.  

 

The thirteenth accused commented by the prosecutor was Mr. Zeyou. The prosecutor stated that 

the role of Mr. Zeyou as a participator to the murder was proven by the judicial reports from 

the police and the gendarmerie. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Zeyou acted as a consulant to 

Mr. Asfari, and coordinated with people outside of Morocco in order to destabilize the country 

and jeopardize the agreement reached with the authorities. The prosecutor stated that it was 

proven that Mr. Zeyou was in the camp at the morning of the events together with Mr. Asfari 

ready to attack, and that the declaration of Mr. Haddi confirmed the role of Mr. Zeyou as the 

advisor of Mr. Asfari. The prosecutor further cited the declaration of Mr. Zeyou to the 

investigative judge, where Mr. Zeyou declared that Mr. Asfari was his leader. The actions of 

Mr. Zeyou was further proven by the confiscated elements, the video and the testimony given 

by Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, plus the autopsy reports. Regarding the information witness of 

Mr. Zeyou which informed the court that Mr. Zeyou was not present in the camp during the 

events, the prosecutor stated that Mr Zeyou had gone to the camp during the night, and was 

present during the events.  

 

The fourteenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. El Bachir Khadda. The 

prosecutor stated that Mr. El Bachir Khadda, Mr. Thalil and Mr. Hassan Eddah was convicted 

for the same crime; preparing bombs, setting a car on fire on driving a car together with Mr. 

Laroussi attacking the law enforcement. The prosecutor stated that Mr. El Bachir Khadda had 

prior convictions, and that the declaration of Mr. El Bachir Khadda confirmed his role, which 

was supported by the declarations given by Mr. Hassan Eddah and Mr. Thalil, and the 

declaration of Mr. El Bachir Khadda to the investigative judge. The reports from the 

preliminary investigation was supported by the testimony given by Mr. Mohammed Choujaa, 

and the policemen which conducted the reports, which stated that he saw the defendant driving 

a grey Nissan together with Mr. Laroussi, Mr. Thalil and Mr. Hassan Dah. The autopsy reports 

proved the effect of the crime.  
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The fifteenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Hassan Dah.  The prosecutor 

commenced by stating that Mr. Hassan Dah has a criminal record, and has been convicted for 

setting a car on fire. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Dah was a professional when it came to the 

making of Molotov cocktails/gas bombs, and that Mr. Dah has a record of attacking the law 

enforcement. The prosecutor stated that the evidence supporting the charges was the 

preliminary information (i.e. the reports from the police and the gendarmerie) which proved 

that Mr. Hassan Eddah was in charge of the preparation of Molotov cocktails. The prosecutor 

further stated that it was proven from the declarations given by Mr. Eddah to the police and the 

gendarmerie that he had driven a car with Mr. Laroussi, Mr. El Bachir Khadda and Mr. Thalil 

and attacked the law enforcement. The prosecutor further stated that the declaration given to 

the investigative judge proved that the declaration given to the police and the gendarmerie was 

the truth, since Mr. Eddah had declared that he had given his declarations without any pressure 

or ill-treatment, and that he had admitted to his trip to Algeria and placed his fingerprints on 

these declarations. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Eddah shared the same convictions as Mr. 

Thalil and Mr. El Bachir Khadda. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Eddah travelled to the Gdeim 

Izik camp many times, and had political demands, and that this statement was declared to the 

court of appeal. The prosecutor supported his statement with the witnesses which had appeared 

in front of the court, and sited the testimony from the policeman Mr. Yousef Raiss which wrote 

the police report of Mr. Hassan Eddah, who stated that he saw Mr. Laroussi wearing military 

clothes and that they fled towards the city, and supported this testimony with the testimony 

given by Mr. Mohammed Choujaa who testified to being an inhabitant in the camp. The 

prosecutor stated that based on the reports from the police and the gendarmerie, and the 

testimonies from the witnesses (Mr. Yousef Raiss and Mr. Mohammed Choujaa) it was clear, 

and proven beyond any doubt, that Mr. Hassan Eddah had prepared the Molotov cocktails/gas 

bombs and attacked the law enforcement, and motivated the inhabitants in the camps to attack 

the law enforcement. The prosecutor stated that the criminal intent is proven due to the 

dangerous weapons used in the attack. In regards to the medical examinations (i.e. the medical 

examinations ordered by the court on the 25th of January, which concluded that Mr. Hassan 

Eddah had not been tortured), the prosecutor stated that the alleged torture was only lies, and a 

mean to flee from the accusations, and stated that the symptoms alleged by the accused had 

nothing to do with the alleged torture.  

 

The sixteenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Thalil. The prosecutor 

commenced by citing the criminal record of Mr. Thalil, which entailed two prior convictions 

for the forming of a criminal gang and attempt of destruction of a building. The evidence against 

Mr. Thalil was the police report and the statements given to the investigative judge, and the 

testimony given by Mr. Mohammed Chouja, and the autopsy reports.  

 

Finally, the prosecutor commented on the accused who are charged with both participation and 

perpetrating the crime after art. 129 and art 267 of the criminal code (Mr. Ezzaoui, Mr. Toubali, 

Mr. Deich Eddaf, Mr. Leymjeyid, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Babait).  

 

The seventeenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Ezzaoui. The prosecutor 

commenced by stating that Mr. Ezzaoui has a criminal record related to the forming of a 

criminal gang, and that Mr. Ezzaoui is as such considered dangerous. The prosecutor stated that 

the police reports are only data after art. 293, but that data is a synonym of evidence in the 

Arabic language. The statements made by the accused are therefore to be considered as the first 
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evidence against them. The evidence against Mr. Ezzaoui was the preliminary investigation 

(i.e. the reports conducted by the police, gendarmerie and investigative judge), report on 

movements, report on phone calls and the movie and the autopsy reports. The prosecutor stated 

that Mr. Ezzaoui was part of the dialogue committee, and that he had jeopardized the agreement. 

Stated further that Mr. Ezzaoui after the emergency state was established on the 7th of 

November, distributed weapons as one of the leaders, and that Mr. Ezzaoui had received 

military training in the Polisario camps, and had meetings with Mr. Asfari on a regular basis. 

Mr. Ezzaoui had further lied to the inhabitants in the camp and deceived them and given a war 

speech in the camp, proven by both the movie and the witness Mr. Mohammed Choujaa.  

 

The eighteenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Toubali. The prosecutor 

commenced by stating that the preliminary data proved that Mr. Toubali left the hospital on the 

7th of November and left to the camp, and participated in the meeting conducted by the security 

committee in the camp. Mr. Toubali had distributed weapons to 30 people that was under his 

command, and used 4 by 4 cars to attack, and beheaded one of the victims. Proven by both the 

police reports and the report from the investigative judge, and confirmed by the declaration 

given by Mr. Lemjeyid. Mr. Toubali had further stated that they reached an agreement with the 

authorities that they refused to sign, which was compatible with the phone tabs and the plan to 

stall the negotiations in order for the law enforcement to attack. The movie further proved that 

Mr. Toubali was present in the camp, supported by the testimonies given by Mr. Mohammed 

Choujaa and the policeman which conducted the police report of Mr. Toubali.  

 

The nineteenth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Eddaf. The prosecutor stated 

that Mr. Eddaf was caught red handed at the scene of the crime, and that Mr. Eddaf had 

participated in the meeting lead by Mr. Asfari on the 7th of November, and that Mr. Eddaf 

suggested the use of cars as weapons. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Eddah had stabbed the 

members of the public authorities with a knife, and distributed white weapons to the soldiers, 

and received instructions from Mr. Asfari and gave orders. The role of Mr. Eddaf was proven 

by the police reports, the report from the investigative judge, and the witness Mr. Mohammed 

Choujaa supported by the testimonies from the police men which conducted the reprots, and 

the autopsy reports.  

 

The prosecutor was told by the court to shorten his final pleadings, and gave him 20 minutes to 

finish.  

 

The twentieth accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Lemjeyid. The prosecutor 

stated that Mr. Lemjeyid joined the camp and had foreign currency which he delivered to Mr. 

Asfari. Mr. Lemjeyid had further distributed swords, and hit a member of the law enforcement 

in the head. The role of Mr. Lemjyeid and his actions was proven by the reports of the arrest 

and the statements given to the investigative judge, the confiscated elements and the witness 

Mr. Mohammed Choujaa and the testimony from the policemen which wrote the police reports 

of Mr. Leymjeiyd.  

 

The twenty-first accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Lefkir. The prosecutor 

stated that Mr. Lefkir was one of the first planners together with Mr. Asfari, and that Mr. Lefkir 

was the architect. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Lefkir declared the emergency state and gave 

orders to prepare bombs on the 7th of November. On the 8th of November, Mr. Lefkir was told 
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to order the soldiers to attack the civil forces. This was proven by the police report, the report 

from the investigative judge, the confiscated elements, and the witness Mr. Mohammed 

Choujaa and Mr. Tawni, and the testimony from the policemen which wrote the report of Mr. 

Leymjeyid.  

 

The twenty-second accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Ismaili. The prosecutor 

stated that Mr. Ismaili has a criminal record, and that the evidence against Mr. Ismaili includes 

the report from the judicial police. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Ismaili made security squads 

and gave orders to insult and to injure if necessary, and that Mr. Ismaili was one of the leaders 

in charge of preparing the attack. The prosecutor stated that Mr. Ismaili met with Mr. Asfari on 

an international level in Algeria. The role of Mr. Isamili and his actions was proven by the 

testimony given by Mr. Mohammed choujaa.  

 

The twenty-third accused commented on by the prosecutor was Mr. Babait. The prosecutor 

stated that Mr. Babait has a criminal record. The prosecutor stated that the information shows 

that Mr. Babait was in charge of internal security, and later the bringing of the weapons, and 

that he made 9 human chains, and drove a 4 by 4 car and attacked the civil forces with his car. 

This was proven by the police reports, the statements given to the investigative judge, the fact 

that he was in the camp, the movie, the confiscated elements, and testimony given by the 

policemen which conducted the police reports, the autopsy reports, and declarations given by 

other accused.  

 

The prosecutor did not comment on the accused Mr. Ayubi since his case is separated from the 

rest of the group.  

 

The prosecutor commenced by commenting on the charges directed towards Mr. Boutinguiza 

and Mr. Sidi Abdallahi, based on art. 272, in regard to the crime of mutilating of corpses. The 

prosecutor commenced by stating that the charge has not been dealt with, and have not been 

commented on by the accused. The prosecutor stated that the reports by the gendarmerie and 

the police proves the crime of mutilating of corpses. The prosecutor stated that it was proven 

that the accused had hit members of the authorities with his car and mutilated the head and body 

with stones. The prosecutor stated that the movie must be regarded in evidence in support of 

the reports.  

 

The prosecutor thereafter commenced by commenting on the alleged detainment of people in 

the camp, i.e. that the inhabitants in the camp was taken as hostages. The prosecutor stated that 

the civil forces tried to dismantle the camp with sticks and water, and that no deathly weapons 

were used. The civil forces was attacked by a crowd of people, which attacked both the law 

enforcement and the public buildings. The prosecutor stated that the inhabitants was kept as 

hostages in the camp, proven by the police report.  

 

The prosecutor thereafter concluded that the court was under the principle of free evidence 

evaluation, and therefore had the competence to evaluate all the evidence presented in front of 

the court in accordance with art. 290. In regard to the police reports, the prosecutor stated that 

evidence can not be denied if not hard evidence is there to prove them wrong, and that the 

criminal records must be used in addition to other evidence. The prosecutor commenced by 

highlighting the other pieces of evidence supporting the police reports. First, the statement 
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given to the investigative judge, where several of the accused declared that they gave their 

testimony to the police willingly and without any use of force. Second, the arrest which was 

red handed for several of the accused. Third, the confiscated elements. Fourth, the declarations 

of one of the accused against another accused. Fifth, testimonies. Sixth, the testimonies from 

the policemen. Seventh, the movie. Eight, the phone recordings. Ninth, report upon travel 

routes. The prosecutor stated that this entailed pieces of hard evidence against the accused, 

which made them flee from the hearings.  

 

The prosecutor requested the court to confirm all the charges based on the evidence presented 

by the prosecutor, and sentence them. The prosecutor asked for the harshest sentence possible. 

The prosecutor submitted his closing memorandum in a written format to the court. The civil 

party similarly submitted their closing argument in written form to the court.  

 

The court adjourned until the 14th of June.  

 

Day 27 ï On the 14th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The court commenced by giving the floor to the defence for them to deliver their final 

arguments to the court.  

 

The first defence attorney, commenced his pleading by informing the court that this case was 

assigned to him, and that he therefore represented all of the accuse. The attorney commented 

on the previous proceedings of the court case, and stated that it started with the Military Court 

which condemned the accused with sentences ranging from 20 years to lifetime, and that this 

conviction was annulled and that the case was referred by the Supreme Court, and therefore 

that the Appeal Court of Salé constituted a transferal court. The attorney stated that the court 

was obligated in accordance with art. 444 to stick to the decision of the Supreme Court, and 

reminded the court of the new constitution of Morocco, and that everyone is equal in front of 

the law and have the right to a fair trial and a sentence within a reasonable time. The attorney 

further stated that the constitution has criminalized torture and any harm to the human integrity, 

and that the constitution punishes civil servants that has exercised torture, or any violations of 

human rights. The attorney concluded that we have a new development in Morocco, where 

every citizen is equal in front of the law.  

 

The attorney thereafter asked who the civil party is and who the victims are, and stated that they 

have civil claims, but that the civil party has restrictions according to the law. The attorney 

clarified that this case file entail accusations upon forming a criminal gang and violence against 

public officials, where some are accused as main perpetrators, and others as participators to the 

crime, and the case file also entails foreign parties. The attorney stated that the civil party have 

tried to file a new public suit by invoking a re-characterization of the charges. The attorney 

stated that the civil party has invoked new charges and new accusations, since the articles 

invoked by the civil party relates to the threatening of the internal security.  



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 161 

 

The attorney thereafter stated that the discussion should revolve around the charges, and the 

main articles art. 267, art. 129, art. 130 of the criminal code. These articles relate to the crime 

of violence, and the actions has to fulfil four components that has to be present for the court to 

be able to convict; (1) the deed itself and criminal effect and the cause and effect, (2) free will 

of the perpetrator, (3) knowledge and (4) criminal intent. Furthermore, in accordance with the 

articles which the accusations are based upon, the victim has to be a civil servant and had to be 

in the line of duty or about to fulfil his duties.  

 

The attorney commented on the decision invoked by the Civil party (many perpetrators, 

condemn them all as participants), and stated that we have 24 accused and the case is different; 

so far we do not know who the perpetrators or the participants is. There is multiple victims and 

many autopsy reports and many tools used in order to commit the crime. The attorney further 

stated that this decision from the supreme court stated that the appeal can not increase the 

sentences, and that the defendants are the one appealing the decision, and that the court 

therefore can not find more serious accusations and can not increase the sentences.  

 

The attorney stated that he thought the civil party opened a public law suit against the accused 

with charges based on internal terrorism when they presented their request, and stated that the 

civil party has played the part of the public prosecutor.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the phone recordings, and stated that the defence 

had on the 18th of May protested and requested the court to discard the phone recordings as 

evidence. The attorney stated that the phone calls had been in Hassania, and that there were no 

information upon who had translated the conversation, and that the phone calls was not 

submitted into the case file; the attorney urged that the phone calls had to be in the voice of the 

accused. The attorney further stated that the phone calls had to be presented to the court during 

the evaluation of the evidence, and not cited in the final arguments given by the parties. The 

attorney further stated that the usage of phone calls had be in line with the procedural law in 

order to be used as evidence against an accused.  

 

The attorney thereafter commented on the renting of 4 by 4 cars (i.e. that Mr. Asfari rented 

several cars in order to use them in the camp). The defence asked who rented the cars, and from 

which renting company, and how they were paid. The attorney stated that even in less important 

cases the court will have intel upon who rented the car.  

 

The attorney thereafter asked where the inhabitants that allegedly was held hostages were, and 

asked where the human shields are; one can not find them in the reports and no one has made 

complaints about being used as human shields. The attorney stated that the human shields has 

to be documented. Similarly, the production and usage of Molotov cocktails had to be 

documented. The attorney stated further that the prosecutor claims that the defendants took 

pictures and held the authorities under surveillance, and that cars were rented, and that ñwe are 

dealing with a criminal case ï we want the accusations documentedò. The attorney further stated 

that the prosecutor has not explained which one of the accused was leaders and who where 

sympathizers to the plan. The attorney also stated that Morocco is still peaceful, and that one 

can not talk about an attack against the national security, and that these crimes can only be dealt 

with on a criminal level. The attorney commented on the different articles invoked by the civil 
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part and concluded that it did not make sense; this is a criminal case and not a terrorism case.  

 

For the prosecutors, new accusation upon the abduction of the inhabitants in the camp in 

accordance with art. 436, the attorney stated that it is not possible to address new charges 

without giving the accused a chance to evaluate; one can not bring a new charge at the last 

minute. The defence attorney stated that they consider this point to have no effect, as the court 

can not decide upon something that has not been discussed. 

 

The attorney thereafter stated that we have to know what happened in front of the investigative 

judge, as the judgement of the military court has been annulled. The court can therefore not use 

the verdict or the statements given at the military court, but can only use the charges and the 

case file conducted by the investigative judge. The attorney commenced by commenting on the 

evidence presented, and stated that the reports of the police are not evidence unless they are 

linked to other pieces of evidence beyond any doubt.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the forming of a criminal gang, and stated that the 

evidence was that the accused toured the southern provinces and mobilized people, and the 

prosecutor stated that the inhabitants was offered jobs and aid cards. The defence stated that 

this is not possible in a democratic society that some small portion of the population is given 

such a benefit, and not the rest. The prosecutor further stated that the accued were to raise the 

request based on orders from Mr. Bulsran, and that the components of the criminal gang was a 

former plan proven by the defendants former military training. The attorney stated that this is 

not evidence. Training in the tindouf camps does not mean that they were part of the Gdeim 

Izik, and that images can not be used as evidence. The phone recordings were furthermore not 

in line with the procedure, and that we did not know what was said in hassania, but only had 

the translation.  

 

The defence attorney further stated that the defence has never received the autopsy reports, and 

that they were not a part of the case file of the defence. The attorney urged that the autopsy 

reports had not been presented to neither the defence nor the accused. Nor had the defence been 

given the letters from the gendarmerie, the auxiliary forces or the protection civil that the 

prosecutor had invoked as evidence.   

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the medical expertise, as he stated that the court 

needed to know where the expertise was conducted, and where the ñsafe placeò were.  

 

The attorney thereafter wanted to comment on the decision given from the supreme court 

relating to each of the accused. The attorney commenced with commenting on the decision of 

Mr. Asfari. The attorney noted that the supreme court had stated that the judgement was based 

on actions that lead to death, but that the judgement did not show the incitement or the 

individualist that were given the orders. The attorney stated that the court need to clarify who 

Mr. Asfari gave orders to, and what the effect of the orders were; did it cause the death of the 

second, the seventh or the tenth victim, the defense asked. The attorney thereafter commented 

on the decision regarding Mr. Haddi, which is accused of participation alongside with Mr. 

Asfari, and asked who Mr. Haddi participated with, with the effect on who, and with the 

ultimate effect on which victim, and where is the autopsy report for this victim. He thereafter 

commented on the decision regarding Mr. Zeyou and asked what Mr. Zeyou participated to, 
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what was the outcome of the actions of Mr. Zeyou, and stated that the actual and legal elements 

are not present. He thereafter commented on the decision regarding Mr. Ezzaoui, where the 

attorney stated that there are no cause and effect, where the question is how Mr. Ezzaoui 

participated in the killing, and thereafter of which victim, and where is the autopsy of this 

victim. The court must clarify the relation between the initiate, and the iniciter and the 

consequence, thus the cause and effect, the attorney urged. He commenced with commenting 

on the decision related to the case of Mr. Eddaf, and stated that we have to know which orders 

and with what Mr. Edddaf delivered orders, which later lead to the death of a member of the 

law enforcement. This was the case also for Mr. Boutinguiza, Mr. Bani, Mr. Sidi Abdallahi, 

Mr. Laroussi, Mr. Sbaai, Mr. Lefkir, Mr. Ismaili, Mr. Babait and Mr. El Bakay. As for the 

accused charged as a main perpetrator, the attorney commented in regards to Mr. El Bachir, 

Mr. Thalil and Mr. Toubali that the military court did not prove the cause of death, and the 

funtions of the victims. As for the case of Mr. Toubali, which is charged for participation and 

as a perpetrator, the attorney stated that the violence is established, but neither the victim or the 

effect of the violence is established, nor the incitement; to who or what the result of the 

incitement was.  

 

The attorney thereafter commented on the evidence file, and stated that the court can not build 

its judgement on information that have not been discussed orally during the evaluation of the 

evidences, as for the case of the phone recordings. The attorney further pleaded that the 

testimony given by the policemen could not be regarded as evidence, and stated that the 

policemen can not be an opponent and a reference for information at the same time. The 

attorney further stated that the phone calls, the autopsy reports and the expertise must be 

discarded as evidence as they did not follow the necessary procedure as listed in art. 751. The 

attorney stated that accusations upon detainment must be rejected. The defence attorney further 

asked for separate judgements for each of the accused. The defence attorney invoked the 

decision from the supreme court and urged that this is an appeal, and that the charges can not 

be altered, based on the legal role that no sentence can be increased if they appeal.  

 

The second attorney from the defence were thereafter given the floor to deliver his final 

arguments. The attorney commenced by clarifying the fact that this case involved events 

occurring on the 8th of November, and that the group was condemned by the military court 

which verdict is annulled by the supreme court, and therefore that the competence of this court 

is settled by the transfer court, and that the court had legal limitations. This constituted 

limitations to the competence of the court, and first and foremost that the court was limited to 

sticking to the request made by the formal parties in the case. The attorney stated that the civil 

party has no competence and are no formal party in this case, but has surprisingly interfered. 

The attorney thereafter urged that all the defendants are non-guilty, and urged that the innocence 

of the accused are obvious. The attorney stated that the court are capable to clarify, but the facts 

of the case remains the same, but the court can re-characterize the acts if they find them proven, 

but the attorney urged that the facts of the case cannot change, and one cannot submit new 

evidence to prove the facts. The attorney stated that they will not argue with the decision of the 

court, but that they will comment on the evidence submitted to the case. The attorney further 

urged that this court must commit to the decision from the supreme court, and to art. 554 which 

shows which elements that can prove and how they can be linked to the accused.  

 

The attorney thereafter asked the presiding judge how he can allow the civil party to describe 
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the accused as violent murderers, criminals and terrorists, breaching the presumption of 

innocence, when they donôt even have the competence to be here, and as separatist and members 

of ISIS. The attorney urged that the presumption of innocence is a guaranty for the accused and 

a guaranty that shall protect the accused against judicial mistakes and abuse of power. The 

attorney stated that this court can not treat individuals on a different way then as simply accused, 

and that they have to be regarded as innocent until proven otherwise. The attorney urged that 

the accused have to understand that their sentence are annulled, and the accused have to 

understand that they are to be regarded as innocent. The attorney stated that not everyone has 

the right to give their opinion and bury their innocence with accusations, and he urged that the 

accused are still innocent, and that every party in front of the court must know their limits, and 

that it was up to the president of the court to protect the accused, and that it is up to the 

prosecutor to submit evidence if evidence against the accused exists. The attorney stated that 

this court case has been used to send messages, and that the lawyer of the civil party has no 

right to use their voice to send additional messages, and that the actions of the civil party was 

in total disregard to the professional oath of lawyers. He stated that the court and the parties 

present are meant to treat the case within the evidence of the case, and those who goes outside 

the evidence of the case, are not doing their job correctly; and that the civil party are talking 

about the families; whilst they should ask who killed their children and not scream out 

groundless accusations against people who still are to be regarded as innocent. The attorney 

thereafter stated that we donôt have ISIS in morocco and no terrorist movement, and urged that 

the defendants are to be regarded as innocent until proven otherwise beyond any doubt, and that 

is was the obligations of the court to protect the accused.  

 

The attorney thereafter stated that this court case entails accused from the southern province 

from Morocco, and that we have to treat this case after the charges and the evidence of the file. 

He thereafter stated that the case file entail a case where a certain amount of people gathered in 

a public place in October; parents, children; old people etc. this gathering was known to the law 

enforcement and it was treated normally; people gathered because they were convinced that 

they had a right to demonstrate. The attorney urged that these people gathered in a public place; 

for one month; noe one could see that it was an armed gathering or a gathering that had to be 

authorized; these are nomads; a tent is where they feel at home. The attorney stated that these 

tents housed women, men, mothers, children, fathers; and this gathering needed no prior 

authorization, and the attorney stated that they agree with the prosecutor that these people 

gathered without a prior authorization. The defence thereafter stated that any party can ask for 

a re-characterization of the case, and stated that they urged the court to view this camp as a 

gathering of people, which the law enforcement suddenly, after a month, came to dismantle. 

The attorney stated that he had expected the prosecution that conducted the investigation of this 

case, to file a suit against the civil forces responsible for the dismantlement of the camp and to 

sue them for breaching of rules for discipline. An appropriate military orders were not given; 

and if It was given; it was not respected nor followed.  

 

The attorney thereafter cited royal degree nr. 1/58 355 upon public gatherings; which stipulates 

the kinds of gatherings which needs authorizations. The attorney stated that in this case we are 

talking about a gathering of people. The attorney thereafter cited art. 19 of the royal degree 

which stipulates that when there is an armed gathering in a public place, the law enforcement 

shall go to the gathering and announce with loud speakers; if the warning is not responded to, 

the warning shall be repeated four times; and the warning shall a call which states that ñwe will 
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dismantle by the force of lawò. The attorney thereafter stated that the witnesses from the civil 

forces has stated that they gave the public an invitation, and stated that this is not an invitation, 

this is the law; and that this law was not respected. The attorney stated that it was a helicopter 

with loud speakers; and that this invitation was not sufficient; and that the sounds from the 

helicopter will hinder people from hearing the message. The attorney claimed that no matter 

the size of the camp, the civil forces must follow the law; and that this was the responsibility of 

the judicial police which did the investigation; and stated that these people violated the law and 

we can not defend them and that they put the reputation of the country on stake. The attorney 

stated that the law says that an office with uniform or sign or a symbol that he belongs to the 

law enforcement must give the warning, and stated that if the camp is big, we send 20-30 

officers; and urged that it was just a public place with people gathering, and that whether they 

are separatists or not is not the question here. The attorney stated that the people gathered in 

this placed due to poverty; and that they do not understand why a helicopter tells them to leave; 

and that it is the obligation of the law enforcement to protect them; and that the dismantlement 

constituted abuse of power, and the attorney asked why the law enforcement did not fulfil their 

duties. The attorney again urged that the law enforcement must give the people a summoning 

to leave the camp, and that this was not done according to the law, and that the court has an 

obligation to investigate and set the things right. The attorney stated that if members of the law 

enforcement does not know how to their job, so donôt send them towards our citizens. The 

attorney cited the law, which stipulated three warnings; which means that the law enforcements 

must give the people room and time to leave, and he asked where the buses came from; and 

stated that we are still trying to justify the actions of the law enforcement.  

 

The attorney thereafter reminded the court of the sanctions stipulated in the law when armed 

gatherings does not respond to the warnings, and stated that if the people leave without using 

weapons the sentence are 6 months to 1 year, and if they do not move after the warning and use 

their weapons, the punishment is maximum 5 years. The attorney stated that this is the rule of 

law enforcement; to present a warning to the people, and that the people in this case refused to 

leave. The attorney further stated that the attack happened at 6-7 am in the morning whilst 

people were sleeping, and asked how can we justify that the law enforcement that are meant to 

protect them, attacked them. The attorney stated that this attack was illegal; we do not know 

how the prosecutor of El Auin took the decision to dismantle; how can an intervention like this 

happen the attorney asked; where the tents were destroyed and they attacked the citizens. The 

attorney stated that the gendarmerie created this case by attacking, and arresting people and 

brought them to you. The attorney stated that the gendarmerie broke the law, and covered up 

their crimes by arresting people that they already knew from before due to their role in El Auin 

because of their activism. The attorney stated that witnesses from the civil forces appeared in 

front of the court as they were the only ones present, and asked where the other witnesses are. 

He also asked where the woman described in a red dress stating ñdonôt burn themò where, and 

why she wasnôt summoned to testify; and he urged the court to bring them to testify and also 

the people that intervened in the camp.  

 

The court adjourned for a pause.  

 

The attorney commenced his pleading by stating that the law enforcement members that 

managed this dismantlement has violated the law. The attorney stated that the law enforcement 

should have been inside the camp, and this mission should have been conducted by another 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 166 

police officer, and stated that if the procedure was not followed, the summoning is null and 

void, and concluding that the summoning is null and void in this case. The attorney stated that 

the voidance can not be recovered; and the attorney stated that the court should have made sure 

that these proceedings where followed.  

 

The attorney commenced by citing royal degree nr. 58 of 1988 on public gatherings, and stating 

that the gatherings can not be considered criminal unless it is armed or constitute a threat to 

public order. The attorney stated that there are conditions to dismantle; must represent law 

enforcement; must give a warning and announce themselves as law enforcement, and must read 

up the punishment for not leaving the premises; otherwise we can not dismantle. The attorney 

concluded that these proceedings were not respected; and that he did not bring forward these 

arguments to criticise the law enforcement.  

 

The attorney stated that this intervention is the straw that lead to these confrontations, and the 

outcome of them; and that these members which violated the law worked as judicial police 

afterwards, and gathered evidence and drafter reports; they violated the law, and thereafter 

started to investigate and gathering evidence, the attorney urged. The attorney urged that 

evidence must be legitimate and legal, and that we can not accept abuse of power nor that the 

police violates a law, and then accept his work; stating that the truth is the investigation done 

within the law, and not the daughter of abuse of power. The attorney urged that it is not 

acceptable to use this evidence nor their testimonies, and that the court has an obligation to not 

accept any evidence that is obtained in an illegal manner. The attorney further argued that the 

judge in criminal cases can not accept evidence that were obtained through force, and without 

preserving the human dignity, and that anything that is proven to be said under force or pressure 

can not be taken seriously; and that all falls under the reasoning that the criminal evidence can 

not be weak. The attorney thereafter concluded that the dismantlement was illegal according to 

royal degree 58, and that this invalidated the reports and the minutes and makes them non-

acceptable as evidence. He urged that no legal decision can be based on this evidence. 

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the red handed arrest, and asked the court ñred 

handed with what? When he was committing the crime or when he was still being followed?ò. 

The attorney stated that the smoking gun of the prosecutor are not based on any legal 

foundations. The attorney stated that all the accused dealt with by the prosecutor can be 

considered caught red handed only because they were there.  

 

The attorney thereafter stated that according to art. 321 of the criminal code, the law 

enforcement, if they use violence against people without a legal reason, shall be punished for 

violence. The attorney argued that the law enforcement did not follow the regulations, and must 

be pursued for their actions; as the law enforcement did not give a warning and the armed 

gathering nor the hostility have been proven. The attorney requested the court to pursue the 

civil forces in charge of the dismantlement, and submitted a written memorandum.   

 

The attorney commenced by stating that the Moroccan judicial system is a model for other 

Arabic countries, and that the Moroccan judicial system must continue as such, and stated that 

there are no proofs for any acts of violence, nor proof of the physical death, and the autopsy 

report does not show the cause of death; and therefore the court has no evidence for the cause 

and effect. The attorney therefore concluded that this court case entailed a lack of justification 
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and abuse of power, and that it was up to the court to investigative, and the attorney urged that 

the court has the right to re-caracterize the facts of the case.  

 

The attorney thereafter commented on the comments made on the withdrawal of the accused, 

and stated that one can not talk about the right to remain silent in this manner. The attorney 

stated that the right to remain silent is in front of the judicial police in order to avoid abuse of 

power, and stated that the right to remain silent is not a right in the courtroom. The attorney 

thereafter stated that the accused has not fleed the courtroom, but has answered the questions 

of the court and the attorney urged that the detainees has denied the charges every time.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the evidence file. He commenced by commenting 

on the testimonies given in front of the court, and stated that there are many contradictions. The 

attorney further stated that the court have many narratives, but not a single testimony upon who 

killed the personnel. The attorney therefore concluded that none of the testimonies are useful, 

since none of the witnesses saw who committed the murder.  

 

The attorney thereafter stated that the testimonies given to the court should be about who 

committed the main act, or what one heard for example Mr. Bourial say or Mr. Haddi say in 

order to prove participation. The attorney urged that the court needs hard evidence to reach the 

truth. The attorney thereafter stated that the witnesses only gave the court narratives/stories, 

and asked the court which one he will use. The attorney further urged that the testimonies of 

the policemen defending the arrest and their investigation could not be used as evidence, since 

they could not be considered impartial. The attorney thereafter requested that these testimonies 

were discarded as evidence.  

 

The attorney thereafter urged that recognising people are not evidence, especially not with the 

usage of photos since the accused should be confronted with the evidence against them. The 

attorney urged that everyone in the kingdom of Morocco knows the faces of the accused, and 

that the witnesses only recognized, but never testified to any crimes committed. The attorney 

urged that the court can not decide the death of a person without sufficient ground, and urged 

that the witnesses told different stories. The attorney also added that three of the witnesses, i.e. 

the ones claiming they were inhabitants of the camp, may be brought by the prosecutor and 

been subject to instructions.  

 

Upon the movie, the attorney stated that the movie is clearly a set of films edited together. He 

further stated that the movie did not proclaim any crimes committed, and therefore that the 

movie gave no new facts to the case that the court is able to base their decision on. The attorney 

stated that we have seen Mr. Bani, but where is the person that Mr. Bani allegedly hit with his 

car, and who can tell us that Mr. Bani hit this person with his car. The attorney stated that the 

movie may not be the original footage, and asked whether there is parts that are not being 

screened. The attorney urged the court that if a movie should be regarded as evidence, it has to 

be the original footage and can not be tempered with; and requested the court to discard the 

movie as evidence.  

 

The attorney further asked whether a car can be classified as a weapon, and showed from a 

judgement from Egypt that cars are not weapons. The attorney further stated that the 

gendarmerie was supposed to dismantle the camp, and had intel that it was weapons in the 
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camp; and stated that how can they be hit by a car; and stated that he could not imagine such a 

crime. The attorney further stated that the gas bottles can not be considered as weapons since, 

in these tribes, they have a tradition to make tea and they are using these gas bottles to prepare 

tea. The attorney stated that the same goes for the knifes found in the camp, and stated that 

these are household tools, and tools used to fix tents. The attorney requested the court to not 

regard the confiscated elements, which can not be linked to the accused, as evidence.  

 

Upon the charge of participation, the attorney stated that we have seen some of the accused on 

the movie but not seen any crimes committed, and the attorney asked what the cause and effect 

between their presence in the camp, and the victim was. The attorney further stated that one can 

see in the movie that there are no doors, but that people are running in open air.  

 

Upon the phone recordings, the attorney stated that they entail conversations between 

Moroccans and enemies of the state. The attorney thereafter stated that they can accept that the 

phone recordings are evidence upon conspiracy, but that these phone recordings have no value; 

otherwise we could have putted Mr. Asfari in prison for conspiracy, but not on these charges. 

The attorney thereafter stated that the phone recordings are not useful and that the court can not 

rely their decision upon on them.  

 

The attorney commented on the charges related to forming a criminal gang, and stated that the 

prosecutor delivered the phone recordings as evidence, but asked whether they comply to the 

conditions. The attorney stated that a criminal agreement is something secret and a union to 

commit crimes, and which a person intent to join. The attorney stated that the intent to join the 

agreement is not sufficient, but that the court also needs the decision to act together. The 

attorney stated that in this case file, we have young angry people and supressed anger due to 

the intervention from the law enforcement in the early hours whilst the inhabitants were 

sleeping; and that the throwing of stones were a response for being attacked. The attorney stated 

that such confrontations between civilians and the law in order can be seen all over the world.  

 

Upon the crime of participation, the attorney urged that the court needed to prove or to show 

participation. To prove participation, one must prove the main crime, and the attorney urged 

that we have no function nor name of the victim. The attorney urged that one can not talk about 

participation if one can not prove the main crime; a crime is committed by a main perpetrator 

which is affected by a participant; and the attorney urged that there is no main offense in this 

case file. The attorney stated that the prosecutor has spoken about an agreement, when there is 

no agreement that can be proven or interpreted by the facts of the case file. The attorney urged 

that when there is no agreement, there is not participation; but we face multiple criminals or 

multiple crimes. The attorney urged that each of the accused must be sentenced for their own 

crimes that the court finds proven.   

 

The attorney concluded that all the accused are innocent, and requested full liberation of all the 

accused and to view the Gdeim Izik camp as a normal gathering in a public space, and that the 

dismantlement was illegal when not following the legal procedures. The attorney further 

objected to the intervention from the civil party, and requested the court to rule in accordance 

to the law, whereas the civil party had no competence to be party to a case already rendered by 

a prior court.  
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Day 28 ï On the 15th of June at the Court of Appeal, Sal®. 

The proceedings commenced by summoning the detainees to appear in front of the court. After 

warning, the court ruled to conduct the proceedings without the presence of the accused, and 

ordered the clerk to inform the detainees upon the courtôs rulings.  

 

The court commenced with giving the floor to the defence in order for the third defence lawyer 

to deliver his final pleading to the court. The attorney commenced by commenting on the prior 

legal proceedings, and stated that the charges was drafted by the investigative judge, and that 

the charges are solely based on the declarations allegedly given by the accused. The attorney 

further stated that all the accused denied the content of the reports during the investigation 

phase, and that this denial rejects the content of the reports. Despite the denial from the accused, 

the investigative judge decided to pursue them, and referred the court case to the military court 

who sentenced them to harsh sentences. The judgement from the Military Court has been found 

null and void, and can legally speaking not be discussed.  

 

The attorney commenced with giving his opinion on some preliminary observations. First, what 

happened in the gdeim izik camp was criminal acts and no one can tolerate the, and it makes us 

wonder who committed them. Second, these brutal acts lead to the death of a number of people 

who were doing their jobs; and the argument from the civil party are not compatible with the 

case file, whilst the prosecutor based his argument on the reports from the police and the 

gendarmerie. Thirdly, the attorney confirmed that this case is a normal criminal trial, and his 

clients are confirming their innocence. The attorney stated that no party can describe his client 

as criminals; only the judiciary has the right to describe a person as a criminal. The attorney 

urged that only the court can make these comments, and he demanded that the one who made 

these comments withdraws them.  

 

The attorney thereafter concluded that the charges drafted against the accused were based solely 

on the reports drafted by the police and the gendarmerie, which the officers claim are 

declarations given by the accused. The attorney thereafter asked how his clients were choosen 

out of thousands of people during total chaos; there were difficulties for everyone to distinguish; 

so how did the judicial police arrest my clients, listened to them and transferred them. As for 

the case of Mr. Asfari, Mr. Asfari had declared that he was the leader and had no regrets and 

had cooperated with Mr. Lefkir; and these facts were considered by the investigative judge; 

facts that Mr. Asfari denied and stated that he never gave these declarations. As for the case of 

Mr. Banga which was accused with acts that he denied to the investigative judge, and he denied 

all the allegations. As for the case of Mr. Bourial, which is accused for being the leader of the 

diaoluge committee and giving instructions to punish the inhabitants; also denied all that was 

included in the report handed to the investigative judge. As for Boutinguiza, charged with 

similar acts, also denied them all to the investigative judge; he gave a firm denial and also stated 

to the investigative judge that the declarations are falsified. 

 

The attorney thereafter urged that no confession that is proven to be taken by force, can be taken 

into consideration, and stated that torture means any act that leads to pain; physical or mental 

that can attain someone in order to get information or to punish them or scare them, or any act 

that lead to discrimination. Such acts can not under any circumstances be justified, the attorney 

stated. The attorney thereafter stated that his clients have confirmed that they were subjected to 
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torture and asked for medical examination, and they have confirmed that they have been 

subjected to torture, and are therefore not only allegations.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the medical expertise. The reports regarding 

everyone of the accused; claims that the legal procedures have been followed. The attorney 

thereafter commented on every medical expertise submitted to the court, and concluded that 

every expertise is formulated in order to reach a result with a legal basis and fair result. The 

attorney thereafter stated that despite the difference in the complaints and the allegations, the 

doctors reached the same conclusion in all the reports; the conclusions does not give any 

answers to the court, as they are not specific, and the medical team has confirmed that there are 

symptoms, but that they could not conclude that these symptoms were linked to the alleged 

torture. The attorney therefore concluded that the doctors were not sure about the conclusions 

that they have shared with the court, and the doctors could not give a certain opinion, in 

comparison to the fact that the accused have confirmed that they were tortured and that they are 

suffering. The attorney stated ñI confirm to you that my clients have suffered from torture and 

that the police reports were obtained under torture, and statements obtained under torture can 

not be dealt with and have to be confirmed by the accused; or else they should be regarded as 

if they were drafted by the police.ò The attorney requested the court to not validate the medical 

examinations, and requested that the statements attributed to the police and the gendarmerie 

have no grounds. The accused have confirmed torture and pressure, which invalidates the 

reports, and the investigative judge considered this where the accused have confirmed that they 

signed under torture.  

 

The attorney commenced by stating that the reports are legally speaking pieces of information, 

and stated that it is a big difference between information and data; and that the legislator have 

decided to regard police reports as mere information; and as such; can not be considered as 

evidence, and can not be considered sufficient evidence to prove a crime. The attorney urged 

once more that the reports were signed under torture, and that it was nothing in the case file that 

proved the opposite, and requested the court to discard the police reports. The attorney stated 

that anyone who hears the accused and reads the reports will understand that these reports are 

falsified. The attorney requested the court to discard the expertise, as they could not conclude.  

 

The attorney stated that all the accused denied the accusations and confirmed that they signed 

falsified reports under torture to the investigative judge, and this was not considered by the 

judge, and the judge considered the denial as an attempt to hide from the truth. The attorney 

thereafter stated that when my client appeared in front of this court, all of them confirmed that 

they have nothing to do with the deeds mentioned in the police reports, and nothing to do with 

the events of Gdeim Izik. The attorney thereafter stated that the prosecutor has placed forward 

new evidence 7 years after the events, and the attorney urged that evidence submitted into the 

case file must be legal. The attorney thereafter urged that the prosecutor has placed forward 

transcripts of phone recordings 7 years later in the last minute, without giving the defence nor 

the accused the ability to meet the new evidence. The attorney stated that we do not know the 

source of these phone tappings; we know nothing; and the unknown can not be evidence in a 

criminal case. The attorney thereafter asked whether there was anything in the file that confirms 

that the institution that have tapped the conversations have followed the legal procedures. The 

attorney thereafter stated that they are surprised to be met with phone recordings seven years 

after, which has nothing to do with the charges placed forward. The attorney further stated that 



THE 2017 TRIAL  AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM WESTERN SAHARA                   TONE S.  MOE  

      

 171 

the defence was not informed about the phone recordings. The attorney requested the court to 

not submit the phone recordings as evidence. The attorney furthermore requested the court to 

investigative what happened during the events, and the dismantlement of the camp, and urged 

that the legal procedures were not followed by the law enforcement. The attorney stated that 

ñwe need an answer to this; how could the parties select 24 persons from the gdeim izik camp 

where there was chaos and events that made it impossible to distinguish the different people 

present. It is impossible to specify any crime done by any of the accused; no one can specify 

that a deed was done by any of the accused; it is impossible. The events happened out of the 

blue. Things were normal the night before and no one could imagine what whould happen, and 

it was not planned. These conversations were between people dealing with other things, and 

has nothing to do with the eventsò. The attorney requested the court to not consider the phone 

recordings as evidence.  

 

The attorney commenced commenting on the different pieces of evidence. He stated first that 

pictures are not evidence, in any legal system in the world. The attorney requested the court to 

both discard the photos and the movie as evidence.  

 

Regarding the witnesses the attorney stated that a witness must be certain; if the witness is not 

certain, he can not be regarded as a witness to any events. The attorney thereafter stated that a 

witness must have no benefits, no party to the case and have not connection to the case; and 

that the court must know where the witness comes from. The attorney thereafter asked how can 

someone who arrested someone testify, and stated that ñonly god knows what they did; they 

wrote the reports; the person under arrest claims they were tortured and claims that they have 

nothing to do with the content; and claim that they were forced to sign; and claim that they were 

kept blindfolded. Do you think that the police officer that made the report, and that have made 

someone sign them; can come here and state the opposite? This is impossible. They can not be 

considered as witnesses. Only god knows what they didò. The attorney urged that his clients 

never committed the actions they are accused of, and asked again how the court can let the 

police men come to testify; the legislator deems police reports as information; we can not let 

the police men come to testify and turn the information into evidence; this is fraud, the attorney 

stated.  

 

The attorney thereafter stated that most of the witnesses claimed and witnessed about violence, 

and asked who these people are; how can the court condemn the accused based on such 

testimonies; they are just statements about events, and are not evidence. The attorney concluded 

that all the testimonies were unable to specify the persons who committed violence, except the 

drafters of the reports who can not be regarded as witnesses. The attorney concluded further 

that the witnesses were not eye witnesses to any events and that the testimonies contained 

several contradictions; as all the witnesses are insecure about what they saw, except the police 

men.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the confiscated elements, and asked whether it 

can be accepted that, in relation to the place the elements were confiscated, that they are 

evidence against my clients in relation to the charges of murder and forming of a criminal gang. 

The attorney stated that the objects have been seized in the camp which included thousands of 

people; people living in the middle of the desert has these kinds of tools and they are normal. 

The attorney furthermore claimed that the confiscated objects were not linked to his clients; 
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they are normal objects in the desert and are not weapons, and can not prove any crimes 

committed. The attorney concluded that legally and out of common sense that the confiscated 

elements can not be regarded as evidence.  

 

The attorney concluded after commenting on the evidence file, that the court did not have 

evidence against his clients.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the charges related to the forming of a criminal 

gang, and stated that the investigative judge based the charges solely on the reports from the 

police and the gendarmerie. The attorney stated that the night prior to the events everything was 

normal, and people were sleeping; which the people in the camp could testify to. The attorney 

urged that all the components or art. 293 must be fulfilled in order to condemn someone for the 

forming of a criminal gang. The attorney commenced with commenting on the first condition; 

firm agreement. The attorney stated that there is nothing in the case file that proves that the 

accused planned the events that happened on the 8th of November, only evidence that proves 

the settlement of the camp and the dialogue committee. As such, since a firm agreement can 

not be proven, one of the conditions are missing. The attorney thereafter stated that the 

investigative judge was not successful when characterizing the crime, and that the supreme 

court did not comment on it.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the charges related to violence, which lead to 

death, as stipulated in art. 267. The article distinguishes between violence against law 

enforcement which are punishable with 3 months up to 2 years in prison, and violence which 

lead to death with intent which is capital punishment. The attorney stated that the investigative 

judge based the charge on the reports which he regarded as sufficient evidence. The attorney 

stated that it occurred chaos on the 8th of November, and that his client were arrested and 

charged for the crime, but it was very difficult to specify a person or to say that a person has 

committed a specific offense; there were crimes and victims, but the question that remains and 

that the court must answer is who was the cause of their death of violence against them. The 

attorney urged that his clients are innocent until proven guilty, and stated that it is easy to write 

a report and refer someone, and urged the court that they needed hard evidence; and sufficient 

evidence to prove that the accused committed the alleged offence. The attorney urged that if 

doubt exist, the court can not condemn. The attorney concluded that the charges are not valid, 

and that the court did not have sufficient evidence to the crime.  

 

The attorney commenced by commenting on the charges relating to participation, and asked 

where is the main perpetrator, stating that in the absence of a main perpetrator, we can not 

charge anyone as a participant to a crime. The attorney claimed that there is nothing in the file 

to prove that any of the accused have done anything that is participation; the accused have not 

helped or assisted and are not caught giving anything. The attorney thereafter asked; the camp 

contained thousands of people; why have we only heard from 24; and stated that even with a 

simple car accident, the police looks for witnesses. The attorney stated that this is a serious 

case, and despite of this, the police brought the accused but never brought any witnesses to the 

crime; or to what happened in the camp. The attorney stated that 7 years later, the prosecutor 

brings forward new evidence; but 7 years ago, the police only did the arrest and submitted the 

police reports into the evidence with no investigation.  
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The attorney confirmed in the name of his clients that they have not committed the crimes, and 

that the reports were obtained under torture and that some have signed the reports whilst 

blindfolded. The attorney requested the court to take into consideration the denial, and not the 

expertise, and to discard the expertise from the case file. The attorney requested the court to 

find all the accused innocent and liberate them, and requested the court to interpret the doubt in 

favour of the accused. The attorney requested to reject the request from the civil party. 

 

The fourth and last defence attorney was thereafter given the floor to deliver his final pleadings 

to the court. The attorney commenced by stating that the case file that he had, is different from 

the case file that the prosecutor has, and stated that several documents are missing. He further 

stated that the pleadings given from the civil party and several of their arguments have 

constituted an attack against the presumption of innocence, when giving descriptions on 

traitorship and declarations against the accused proclaiming them as criminals. The attorney 

thereafter reminded the court that the Moroccan judicial system is different from the judicial 

system of other Arabic state in the sense that a Moroccan courthouse does not create justice; 

the judge applies the law and must justify its rulings. The attorney thereafter urged that the 

establishment of the camp was to demonstrate social demands, and that the accused has the 

right to have political opinions. The attorney urged that the camp was not a criminal gang, but 

that the accused had political opinions that are not a part of the camp, or not part of any criminal 

gang on the basis of an agreement. The attorney claimed that the events of the 8th of November 

2010 was brutal reactions to the actions of the law enforcement; a reaction to how the 

dismantlement was implemented. The attorney thereafter asked who gave the order to dismantle 

the camp, and urged that a dismantlement must respect human rights.  

 

The attorney thereafter stated that an order to dismantle a public gathering must come from the 

regional chief or the governor; and that they decided to dismantle the camp; the camp had two 

doors; and the law enforcement attacked innocent people. The attorney urged that there is an 

error in how the dismantlement happened, which cause a reaction; and this reaction does not 

justify the arrest of innocent people. The attorney gave an example; a football match with fans 

on both sides; if the police warned them with the use of helicopters; and the 24 are the players 

on the football team; they did not know about the actions and did not plan the riot or the actions; 

the criminal intent does not exist; you will have 20 000 fans mixed with trouble makers; how 

can we ask the football players to stop the trouble makers, if even the law enforcement could 

not stop them.  

 

The attorney urged that the law enforcement came early in the morning while it was still dark; 

and that the court needed to speak with the inhabitants of the camp; and that they do not accept 

the comparison to what happened in Nice or London; and urged that the camp was a peaceful 

resistant camp. The attorney thereafter urged that the phone recordings does not follow the legal 

proceedings and must be discarded, and urged that the one responsible for laying forward the 

evidence, have an obligation to present all the evidence of the case; and stated that the 

prosecutor has only placed forward evidence against the accused; and only placed forward bits 

of the transcripts, and not the context of them; and the attorney asked how the accused could 

plan events that they did not know about. The attorney stated that these people are charged for 

forming a criminal gang whilst they were asleep, and urged that they did not know about the 

events. The attorney urged that the phone recordings must be discarded as evidence as they had 

nothing to do with the charges. The attorney further stated that it is obvious to everyone that 




















































































































































































































