OCCUPATION

REPORT — MAY 2014

AND OMEGA 5

WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE WESTERN SAHARA
FISH OIL TRADE?

In the summer of 2010, Norway stopped imports of
controversial fish oil from occupied Western Sahara. The
involved companies assured that others could take over
the trade. Why? And whereto was the trade redirected?
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Every second month, the Saharawi refugees

in Algeria receive a can of fish. It is caught

by Chinese fishermen in the Pacific Ocean,

and generously donated by the Swedish

government. It is the only fish they get. Yet,

these Western Sahara refugees are from a land

that has one of the richest fishing grounds just

offshore.

Western Sahara was invaded by Morocco in late 1975 and remains mostly
occupied by it today. The fishing industry is controlled by the Moroccan
government.

Thousands of tonnes of fish are every year boiled to oil and
exported to Europe. This report details the current export of fish oil
from occupied Western Sahara, and what happened to the exports
after Norway, by far the largest importer until 2010, stopped purchasing
the oil that year.

This report also explains how it has been impossible to verify the
claims made by the Norwegian company. GC Rieber was the company
importing the fish oil to Norway for a decade. From what is known
of the trade, the local partners are exclusively Moroccan business
interests, not Saharawis.
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The Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara is an Norwegian shipping company Gezina, from the city of Farsund, has
association working in solidarity with the people of Western always been key transporter of fish oil from Western Sahara and
Sahara, and for their legitimate right to self-determination. south Morocco. Here is one of their vessels in Tan Tan in April 2013.
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At the top year, Norway imported 86% of the fish oil produced in Western Sahara and Morocco.

2010 saw the end of a massive trade relation that had lasted for a decade. But did it stop?

In March 2010, the trade with the Western
Sahara fish oil caused a public outcry in
Norwegian and Swedish media. The response
started as the Swedish public service TV's
investigative programme Uppdrag Granskning
screened two documentaries revealing
controversial Swedish fisheries in the waters
of occupied Western Sahara, and how the
catches in the territory ended up in Swedish
pharmacies as Omega-3 capsules. GC Rieber
was the main supplier to the Swedish market.

The massive public reaction had primarily
two angles to it:

First, an ethical aspect. The 2010 media storm
revealed exactly where the Western Sahara
oil ended up. It was shown that GC Rieber had
two main clients in Norway: NaproPharma,
producer of Omega 3 for human consumption,
and Ewos, a 100% subsidiary of Norwegian
partly state owned salmon producer Cermag.
The Norwegian imports of such oil had been
in media spotlight before!, but it had never
been known exactly which clients used, or
resold it upon entry to Norway.

As such, the public was made aware of the
Western Sahara origin of the Omega 3 that it
had been buying, and that Norwegian salmon
was produced on the raw materials from
occupied Western Sahara.

The ethical aspect is evident. Half the
people of Western Sahara live as refugees,
surviving on a minimum of foreign aid. At
the same time, fish stocks just offshore
are caught, processed into oil in Moroccan
owned factories, and exported internationally.
Western Sahara is partially under Moroccan
occupation. Morocco uses its fisheries
industry to employ its own citizens in the
territory it occupies.

Due to concerns of international law, the
Norwegian government has therefore, since
2002 advised against doing business in the
territory.

“We have a clear Norwegian policy
that we advise against Norwegian busi-
ness activity there, and do not support it
economically .. The fisheries population in the
territory is to a large extent Moroccans - they
are not rich Moroccans - but they are indeed

Moroccans, who are moved in there as part of
the Moroccan approach to the conflict”, stated
the Norwegian deputy minister for foreign
affairs, Mr. Vidar Helgesen, in 2005, as the fish
oil trade first was covered in national media.?

Also in 2005, the Ministry of Finances,
led by Minister Per Kristian Foss, did its first
exclusion of a company from the government
pension fund, of the petroleum company
Kerr-McGee. The Ministry stated: “Morocco
has for a number of years occupied Western
Sahara despite strong UN condemnation. The
Council found that Kerr-McGee Grouth its
exploration activities most likely will enable
Morocco to exploit petroleum resources in
the area. The Council regarded this as 'a
particularly serious violation of fundamental
ethical norms' e.g because it may strenghten
Morocco's sovereignty claims and thus
contribute to undermining the UN peace
process"’

The advise against such trade is also
elaborated in the Government's white paper
on Corporate Social Responsibility from 2009,
as well as in a number of statements and



letters since it was first developed in 20024
The annex to this report states a number of
such examples.

Secondly, the media storm had a finan-
cial aspect. The importing company GC Rieber,
controlled by the president of the Norwegian
Confederation of Enterprise, had failed to
label the goods with the correct country of
origin. Morocco has a Free Trade Association
Agreement with Norway, one done through
EFTA cooperation, but the territory of Western
Sahara (and resources from it) are excluded
from the agreement.

By using an incorrect customs category,
combined with incorrect country origin, Rieber
Qils avoided paying NOK 3.75 [€0.50] per
kilogram of the imported oil, the normal duty
for fish oil to be used as animal feed.

As a consequence of the revelations,
the customers of GC Rieber decided to avoid
further purchase of oil originating from
Western Sahara.

Having lost their customers, GC Rieber
stopped their imports. "We have terminated
the trade with fish oil of Western Sahara
origin. The reason is that the business basis
to maintain the trade had disappeared, as
our main client of fish oil from the territory
terminated the contract"®

It was indeed a massive and long
trade that then came to a halt: Norwegian
interests were behind the first establishment
of the fish oil industry in South Morocco and
Western Sahara by the end of the 1990s.

And it was the Norwegian imports that were
dominant in the decade to follow: In 2004,
Norwegian imports constituted a total annual
volume of approximately 25.000 tonnes, or
an 86% of the total production in Western
Sahara/Morocco. All of this went to GC Rieber.
During the years to come, the export base
got more diversified, including purchasers

in France, Denmark and Spain, but also on
Iceland and in China.

Yet, in 2009, the year prior to the
scandal broke in Scandinavian media, the Nor-
wegian imports accounted for over 60% of the
total Moroccan fish oil production. The value
of the Moroccan fish oil production in Morocco
and Western Sahara could at the time have
reached an annual 240 million USD. The
Norwegian imports were at up to 121 million
kroners annually. That amount corresponds to
35 times the value of the annual humanitarian
aid given from the Norwegian government to
the refugees from Western Sahara - the true
owners of the fish oil. The aid has primarily
gone to a nutrition programme benefiting the
particularly vulnerable refugees. In periods,
one in five refugee children from Western
Sahara has been acutely malnourished.

SMOOTH

TRANSITION —
FOR WHOM?

On 14 April 2010, Rieber Qils stated on its webpages that it would

stop the imports to Norway. At the same time, the company

committed to “prioritise to contribute giving the owners of

the businesses in Western Sahara, their employees and their

partners get a chance to maintain its work for the benefit of the

local population.”®

Same day, the firm stated that "we try to make
a smooth transition for the companies down
there that we have worked with. Apart from
that, we have nothing more to do there.”

GC Rieber repeatedly told Norwegian
media that the imports were ethical, and
contributed to local employment. However the
company failed to reply to the questions as to
which exporting companies they had sourced
the oil from, and which they then wanted to
facilitate further exports for?®

“We would like to underline that it is
not necessarily less unethical to assist in the
exports of fish oil to other clients in Europe
than it is to do it oneself’, the Norwegian
Support Committee for Western Sahara
wrote to GC Rieber 21 April 2010, urging the
company not to facilitate what was simply a
re-arranged trade.®

There is an ongoing debate in academia
and the business community as to what shall
be done if a purchaser discovers that its trad-
ing partners in developing countries do not
live up to expected standards, e.g. in matters
of human rights, labour standards and the
environment. In 2009, it was for instance
revealed that Norwegian telecom firm Telenor
purchased services from local Bangladeshi
companies that violated basic legislation on
labour safety. Telenor proceeded to halt the
relations with one of its partners. It was then
asked whether Telenor would instead need to
maintain its relations, so that the local condi-
tions could be improved.” In other contexts,
the right approach would be to terminate all
ties altogether. The interesting part of the
debate regarding the Norwegian imports

from Western Sahara, was that, despite the
controversies, the importer GC Rieber, never
admitted that the trade itself was unethical
or in violation of standards of Corporate Social
Responsibility. Instead, the president of the
company stated that as they would facilitate
the continued trade of his partners, by finding
other clients internationally, now that the
large imports to Norway terminated.

The issue of Norwegian trade with fish
oil from Western Sahara received massive
media attention in March-April 2010. The trade
was mentioned in hundreds of articles in all
daily national newspapers and TV stations
for many weeks. However, apart from the
Swedish TV documentaries, not a single
story investigated the companies behind
the exports in Western Sahara. A study of
the news coverage during the entire media
tsunami would show that not a single
journalist covered which exporting companies
were involved, who their owners were, or
checked GC Rieber's claims on the situation in
the factories.

In addition, there was no public question-
ing or media inquiry about why GC Rieber would
look for new business partners for its former
partners in Western Sahara, noting here that
such an initiative would also be in contradiction
to the Norwegian government's advice.

GC Rieber has, after three requests from
the Norwegian Support Committee for West-
ern Sahara, not replied to questions as to
the names of the past producers in Western
Sahara, nor of whom their owners were."



MOROCCAN —

NOT SAHARAWI -

OWNER

When confronted about their Western Sahara engagement a few years before the news broke in

Norwegian media, the CEO of GC Rieber Qils was not perfectly sure of the origin, stating that “as

far as we know, the production takes place in Morocco’.?

GC Rieber admitted having started its business
in Western Sahara already in 1995, and that the
company had done a thorough assessment of
its operations at the time®

“Four out of the five companies we
have traded with are owned by the local
population*, and "most companies we had
contact with, had local owners’, the importer
later stated to media.® The main customer
in Norway, Ewos, one of the world's largest
suppliers of feed and nutrition for farmed fish,
trusted these assurances from Rieber. Ewos
mentioned it had received access to audited
reports from the factories that produced the
oil.®

Although GC Rieber refused to explain
which factories or companies exported the
fish oil to Norway, 2 firms are, however,
known: KB Fish in El Aaiun in occupied
Western Sahara, and Sovapec in Tan Tan in
southern Morocco.

Both have been said to have used raw
materials from Western Sahara, but from
what the Norwegian Support Committee for
Western Sahara understands, neither are
“owned by the local population”.

If the ownership of the only known
exporter in Western Sahara, KB Fish, thus
gives an indication of the ownership of the
remaining suppliers in Western Sahara, GC
Rieber's claim that the companies are owned
by “locals” would need to be investigated
further.

The key business partner in the 2
known operations, KB Fish and Sovapec (also
called Maromega), are both Moroccan ‘Group
Kabbage'. Groupe Kabbage is run by brothers
Tarig and Khalid Kabbage, from Agadir,
Morocco. They are not locals. The group
encompasses a number of businesses, within
the three domains of agriculture, real estate
and fish.

While Tariq Kabbage is former mayor of
Agadir, and controls the group’s agricultural
activities, his brother Khalid Kabbage is active
in the fish sector. Sovapec and KB Fish are
sister firms under the Kabbage group. KB Fish
itself is named after Kabbage.

KB Fish focuses on industrial process-
ing of fish. In Khalid Kabbage's words, "We are
making Omega 3 together with the Norwe-
gians, that is, we make a base oil [..] The oil is
sent to Norway, where it is mixed with other
oils, deodorized, discoloured, and then finally
distributed to large laboratories in France.[.. ]
We try to use local material, flour, oil, omega
3. We are independent for the supply, but aim
for performance through our association with
Scandinavian partners so as to cover the
entire chain”, he stated, prior to the end of
exports to Norway.”

KB Fish during the whole period had a
Norwegian director. When confronted with
the exports to Norway in 2007, the director
claimed to not know which company in
Norway imported their oil. “I am not sure who
is actually importing”, he stated.”® In fact, the
trade had then already been going on for
many years, and the importer and exporter
were established business partners. It is
likely that KB Fish was key partner for GC
Rieber already from the outset.

Sovapec, the other supplier to GC Rieber

in Norway, was established in 2005 as a
Joint Venture between the Moroccan fish oil
and fish meal produced Sovapec SARL and
GC Rieber?* The factory is located in Tan Tan
port, in the very south of Morocco, just north
of the border to Western Sahara. It produces
fish meal and fish oil, based on maquerel
and sardines. GC Rieber labels KB Fish and
Sovapec as “sister companies”?

Sovapec has according to the Moroccan
phone book two directors: Khalid Kabbage

(‘Président Directeur Général’) and Abdellah
Outaleb (Dir.adm.f), neither locals. Until
2014, the same phone book had registered a
Norwegian emigrant as co-director together
with Mr. Kabbage.”

GC Rieber underlined later in 2010 that
none of the fish oil used in the factory in the
Sovapec factory in Tan Tan is from Western
Sahara. ‘It is not correct that we still sell
fish oil from Western Sahara to any clients
in any country. Our imports from this region
are from Morocco [only], and consist of oil
made from fish caught by local fishermen in
the city of Tan Tan, in Morocco. Here we are
also part owners in a refinery. Formerly, we
also purchased from factories in Laayoune in
Western Sahara. This is no longer the case.””



KB Fish in El Aaiun, Western Sahara,
has been the most important supplier
of fish oil to GC Rieber. KB Fish was

the only known supplier of GC Rieber
in Western Sahara, and does not have
“local owners". Now the fish oil exports
from Western Sahara are redirected to
Fécamp, France.

The Sovapec refinery, located in Tan Tan,
southern Morocco, is KB Fish’s sister
company.




The Saharawis call for a halt to the fisheries industry in Western Sahara. Here, a refugee in Algeria.



Western Sahara experiences severe human rights violations. Organisations are not allowed. The Saharawi people’s legitimate right
to self-determination is denied by the Moroccan government.

SMOOTH
TRANSITION -
TO WHERE?

The massive imports to GC Rieber in Norway stopped in 2010. So where does it go now — as

GC Rieber assured a “smooth transition” for the producers in Western Sahara? It goes to France.

The business as it was before 2010 has con-  These are the vessels of fish oil transports that the Norwegian Support Committee for
tinued to this day - but has been redirected Western Sahara have identified from Morocco and Western Sahara since March-April 2010:
to a different country. Norwegian-owned

vessels remain involved, as before, carrying VESSEL FROM T0 DATE
out the transports. The shipping company
is the Farsund based company Gezina AS, NORDSTRAUM EL AAIUN SKAGEN OCTOBER 2010%
locally known as “Brovig".
The company involved in chartering the ~ BROVIG VINDUR EL AAIUN FECAMP JuLy 201
Brovig vessels is based in Bergen, Norway.
The company, and a predeccessing and BROVIG VINDUR AGADIR, MOROCCO FECAMP JANUARY 2011
related firm in the same city, has chartered
such vessels for the Western Sahara fish BROVIG VINDUR AGADIR, MOROCCO FECAMP OCTOBER 201
oil trade at least since 2005. Upon receiving
requests from the Norwegian Support BROVIG VINDUR EL AAIUN UNKNOWN DEC 201
Committee for Western Sahara concerning
the trade in September 2013, their lawyers BROVIG VINDUR EL AAIUN FECAMP SEP 2012%
answered that it “would consider possible
sanctions if the company is caused damage BROVIG VIENTO TAN TAN/NOUADHIBOU FECAMP APR 2013%
on unfounded basis".
BROVIG VINDUR EL AAIUN FECAMP AUGUST 2013
BROVIG VINDUR EL AAIUN FECAMP JANUARY 2014




APPENDIX: NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS
OF ADVISE AGAINST INVOLVEMENT IN WESTERN SAHARA

2511.2002: Utenriksminister Jan Petersen

«Det er folkerettslig ingen tvil om at Vest-Sahara fortsatt er a betrakte
som et ikke-selvstyrt omrade. Folkeretten legger begrensninger pa
okkupasjonsmakten og andres adgang til & utnytte naturressurser i
omstridte omrader, med mindre utforskningen og utnyttelsen av disse
ressursene skjer i det ikke-selvstyrte omrédets interesse og med
sikte pa omradets mulighet til & uteve selvbestemmelsesretten. Inntil
den pagaende meklingsprosess i regi av FN munner ut i en endelig
fastsettelse av Vest-Saharas status, vil norske offentlige myndigheter
ikke opptre pa en mate som kan tas til inntekt for et bestemt utfall

av FNs meklingsprosess eller bli utledet som norsk anerkjennelse av
marokkansk suverenitet over Vest-Sahara.» http://www.stortinget.
no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/Sporsmal/Skriftlige-sporsmal-og-svar/
Skriftlig-sporsmal/?qid=25729

05.12.2002: Brev fra Norges ambassader til Rabat, Ole Kristian
Holthe, til Norske Maritime Eksportorer og TGS-Nopec.

«Norge har imidlertid ikke anerkjent marokkansk anneksjon av
Vest-Sahara. Norge stotter fullt ut den pAgaende meklingsprosess i

regi av FNs sikkerhetsrad med sikte pa & oppna en politisk lesning av
suverenitetskonflikten, og vil seke & unnga offentlig norsk opptreden
som kan tas til inntekt for et bestemt utfall av FNs meklingsprosess eller
anerkjennelse av okkupasjonen> http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/doc/
Brev_fra_ambRabat _til_ TGS_05.12.02.doc

11.09.2003: NOU, Forvaltning for fremtiden - Forslag til etiske
retningslinjer for Statens petroleumsfond

«Det kan videre reises spersmal om enskeligheten av investeringer i
selskaper med virksomhet i ikke-selvstyrte, omstridte eller okkuperte
omrader. Basert pa en konkret vurdering av omradet og virksomhetens
art kan det veere grunn til & vise tilbakeholdenhet med slike investeringer.
Utenriksdepartementet har eksempelvis i ett konkret tilfelle fraradet
investeringer i selskaper med virksomhet pa kontinentalsokkelen utenfor
Vest-Sahara.» http://www.regjeringen.no/Rpub/NOU/20032003/022/PDFS/

2610.2004: Notat fra UDs Midtostenseksjon til Statssekretaer Vidar
Helgesen

«[Selfa Arctic-]Prosjektet er imidlertid lokalisert i okkupert omréade, og
det vil derfor veere et vurderingsspersmal hvor vidt NORADs stotte vil
kunne tolkes som norsk stotte til den marokkanske okkupasjonen

av Vest-Sahara». http//www.vest-sahara.no/files/dated/2014-05-05/
ud-notat_selfa_26.10.2004.pdf

2511.2004: Brev fra avdelingsdirektor i UD til NORAD og Ambassaden
i Rabat

«Statssekretaeren stilte seg undrende til beslutningen, sett pa

bakgrunn av Norges uttalte stotte til FNs forsok pa a lese konflikten

i Vest-Sahara, en stotte om bl.a. innebzerer at man fra norsk side ikke
skal foreta seg noe som kan fortolkes til fordel for den marokkanske
okkupasjonsmakten». http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/dated/2014-05-05/
brev_ud-norad_25112004.pdf

1312.2004: Brev fra UDs Midtostenseksjon til Utenriksraden

«Det eksisterer for tiden ingen sanksjoner som legger band pa utenlandsk
naeringsvirksomhet i det marokkansk okkuperte Vest-Sahara, men sa lenge
konflikten ikke er last, s er det den norske regjerings uttalte politikk at man
fra norske myndigheters side ikke skal foreta seg noe som kan fortolkes
som stotte til partene i konflikten. Den norske holdningen er i trad med
folkerettslige vurderinger gjort av FN og Rettsavdelingen».

12.04.2005: Tilradning fra Petroleumsfondets Etiske Rad om uttrekk
av selskapet Kerr-McGee

Brev til Finansdepartementet om tilradning til uttrekk av Kerr-McGee.
«Selv om Marokko de facto har kontroll over Vest-Sahara er ikke
marokkansk suverenitet over omradet anerkjent av FN. | henhold til FN

er Vest-Sahara fortsatt et ikke-selvstyrt omrade. [..] Okkupasjonen av
Vest-Sahara er i strid med FNs regler og vedtak » http://www.regjeringen.

no/nb/dep/fin/tema/statens pensjonsfond/ansvarlige-investeringer/
tilradninger-og-brev-fra-etikkradet/tilradning-om-uttrekk-2.htmi?id=91683

NOU200320030022000DDDPDFS.pdf

2811.2003: Underdirektor i Utenriksdepartementet i brev til Norad.
«Norge har ikke anerkjent Marokkos anneksjon av Vest-Sahara og stetter
FNs pagaende meklingsprosess for & lase konflikten om suvereniteten

til territoriet i Vest-Sahara. Det er viktig & unnga opptreden som kan tas
til inntekt for et bestemt utfall av meklingsprosessen eller anerkjennelse
av okkupasjonen. Neeringslivsordningene ma anvendes i samsvar med
dette» http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/pdf/brev_ud-norad_28.1.2003.pdf

September 2004: Statssekretaer Vidar Helgesen, 2004

«Nar det gjelder marokkanske undersokelser og utvinning pa sokkelen
utenfor Vest-Sahara mener FN at det sannsynligvis vil veere i strid med
folkeretten. Vi slutter oss til den holdningen. Det er viktig for oss at

man fra norsk side ikke er involvert i virksomhet eller aktivitet som kan
oppfattes som en anerkjennelse av okkupasjonen eller tas til inntekt for
et bestemt utfall av meklingen.» http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/pdf/
Hefte SKVS 2004.pdf
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03.05.2005: Statssekreteer Vidar Helgesen (H)

«Vi har en klar norsk politikk pa at vi ikke tilrar norsk naeringslivsaktivitet
der, og ikke stotter det okonomisk. [.] Det er ogsa var politikk

at delegasjonsbesok og offisielle besek fra norsk side, inkludert

fra ambassadaren, ikke ber skje i en sammenheng hvor man

ledsager marokkanske interessenter. Det kan bli utlagt som en

stotte til marokkanske posisjoner og aktiviteter i Vest-Saharal[.]
Fiskeribefolkningen i omradet [er i] overveiende [grad] marokkanere - det
er ikke velstaende marokkanere - men det er marokkanere som er flyttet
inn ditt som et ledd i den marokkanske tilnaermingen til konflikten»
http://www.nrk.no/nett-tv/klipp/83487/

06.06.2005: Pressemelding fra Finansdepartementet ifm
eksklusjon av oljeselskapet Kerr-McGee

«Marokko har i en arrekke, til tross for sterk fordemmelse fra FN,
okkupert Vest-Sahara. Kerr-McGee legger etter radets vurdering til rette
for Marokkos mulige utnyttelse av naturressursene i omradet. Radet
anser slik virksomhet som et «seerlig grovt brudd pa grunnleggende
etiske normer> blant annet fordi dette kan bidra til & legitimere Marokkos
suverenitetskrav og dermed undergrave FNs fredsprosess.» http://www.
regjeringen.no/nb/dokumentarkiv/Regjeringen-Bondevik-Il/fin/Nyheter-
og-pressemeldinger/2005/forste_selskap_utelukket fra petroleumsf.
html?id=256344
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0712.2006: Kommunikasjonssjef Bjorn Jahnsen, UD
«Utenriksdepartementet frarader all ekonomisk samkvem med Vest-
Sahara, inkludert import> http://www framtiden.no/200612075165/aktuelt/
bedrifters-samfunnsansvar/fortsatt-omega-3-import-fra-vest-sahara.html

26.06.2007: Underdirektor i regionavdeling Midtosten i UD til
Bergens Tidende.

«Pa grunn av okkupasjonen frarader Utenriksdepartementet alle norske
selskaper a drive handel med Vest-Sahara» .

27.06.2007: E-post fra Midtestenseksjonen i Utenriksdepartementet
til Rederiforbundet

«Norge anerkjenner ikke Marokkos anneksjon av Vest-Sahara og Vest-
Sahara har etter var oppfatning status som et «ikke-selvstyrt» omrade.
[.] Det finnes for tiden ingen internasjonale sanksjoner om gir grunnlag
til & forby norske selskaper & investere i Vest-Sahara eller & drive handel
med produkter fra annektert territorium. Norske myndigheter ensker
imidlertid ikke & stotte norske bedrifters engasjement i Vest-Sahara. P&
direkte foresporsel fra norske bedrifter har derfor norske myndigheter
(fra 18.10.06) valgt & skjerpe sprakbruken fra a vise tilbakeholdenhet til a
frarade at norske bedrifter medvirker til naeringsvirksomhet i Vest-
Sahara» http://www.vest-sahara.no/index.php?cat=83&art=1538

06.07.2007: Mail fra Rolf Einar Fife, leder i UDs rettsavdeling til
Framtiden i vare hender

«Vi frarader handelen med Vest-Sahara, og det i seg selv er et ganske
sterkt signal. Var holdning er at vi ikke lar det etterlate noe tvil om
betenkelighetene ved dette nar vi blir spurt> http://[www framtiden.
n0/200707065154/aktuelt/bedrifters-samfunnsansvar/fosfathandel-med-
folkerettskomplikasjoner.html

Oktober 2007: NRK Spekter, sendingen vist 07.11.2007

Raymond Johansen, statssekretaeer, Utenriksdepartementet

«Vi frarader [..] & investere eller handle i Vest-Sahara. [..] Vi aksepterer
ikke den snikende anneksjonen som skjer fra marokkansk side...

ved at man har settlere..ved at man investerer i disse omradene. Og
at man bruker ressursene utenfor Vest-Sahara kyst. Fordi at vi ikke
onsker a stotte opp om den anneksjonen som foregar, og derfor skal
det ikke vaere s&nn at man gjennom investeringer her gir marokkanske
myndigheter en rett pa et omrade som de faktisk ikke har rett pa.»
NRK-intervjuet foretatt i slutten av oktober 2007. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9zApXaZKvk8

23.01.2009: St.meld. nr. 10 (2008-2009) - Neeringslivets
samfunnsansvar

«Regjeringen mener det ikke er enskelig & utvikle et seernorsk system

som innebzerer at norske selskaper skal avsta fra & handle med eller
investere i problematiske land eller omrader. Det er i dag to unntak fra denne
hovedregelen. Det gjelder neeringslivets ekonomiske engasjement i forhold
til den uavklarte situasjonen for Vest Sahara og situasjonen i Burma»
http://www.regjeringen.no/nb/dep/ud/dok/regpubl/stmeld/2008-2009/
stmeld-nr-10-2008-2009-/4/1.html?id=543010

10.03.2010: Kjetil Elsebutangen, kommunikasjonsradgiver,
Utenriksdepartementet, til Uppdrag Granskning, SVTI

«UD har gitt veldig tydelig uttrykk for det radet vi har om & avsté fra
neeringsengasjement i Vest-Sahara. Det er bade blitt kommunisert
pa den norske regjeringens nettsider, og direkte til representanter
for enkeltfirmaer. Samtidig sa er det slik at UD ikke har noen

sanksjonsmuligheter overfor selskaper. Man kan gi klart rad. [..] Fra
Utenriksdepartementets side har man veert helt tydelig i & frarade
neeringsengasjement i Vest-Sahara.»

17.03.2010: Kommunikasjonsradgiver Utenriksdepartementet, i
FiskeribladetFiskaren
«Norske myndigheter frarader norsk neeringsengasjement i Vest-Sahara».

22.03.2010: Kommunikasjonsradgiver Utenriksdepartementet,
i Dagbladet.
«Vart generelle rad er & avsta fra all naeringsvirksomhet i Vest-Sahara»

22.04.2010: Underdirektor i Utenriksdepartementet til NRK:
«Norske myndigheter har som klar politikk at vi frarader
neeringsvirksomhet og handel med omradet, og vi oppfordrer norsk
neeringsliv til & folge dette radet. [.] Norske myndigheter har en klar og
tydelig politikk hvor vi frardder slik virksomhet, fordi vi mener at det kan
vaere i strid med folkeretten. Norske bedrifter har da selv et ansvar til &
avgjere hvorvidt aktivitet i dette omradet er i trad med det som vi kaller
godt samfunnsansvar> http://www.nrk.no/nyheter/norge/1.7092343

24.04.2010: Underdirektor Ragnhild Imerslund i
Utenriksdepartementet til TV 2 Nyhetene.

«Vi uttaler oss aldri i forhold til enkeltsaker, men generelt kan jeg si at
vi frardder handel i omradet> http://mobil.tv2.no/nyhetene/innenriks/
okonomi/-fornuftig-aa-trekke-seg-som-nhopresident-3192256.html

04.05.2010: Utenriksminister Jonas Gahr Stere, i interpellasjon i
Stortinget

«Etter som Marokko ikke utever internasjonalt anerkjent suverenitet
over Vest-Sahara, har de i utgangspunktet ikke rett til & utnytte
omradets ressurser som om de var deres egne. Ifolge folkeretten kreves
det at utnyttelse av ressurser i slike omrader ma skje i samsvar med
lokalbefolkningens ensker og interesser.» http://www.regjeringen.no/
nb/dep/ud/aktuelt/svar_stortinget/sporretime/2010/vestsahara_debatt.
html?id=603954

03.03.2011: Utenriksminister Jonas Gahr Store, i Stortinget
«Norges konsekvente linje er at Marokko ikke utever internasjonal
anerkjent suverenitet over Vest-Sahara. Marokko har dermed i
utgangspunktet ikke rett til & utnytte omradets ressurser som om de
var deres egne» http://www.stortinget.no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/
Sporsmal/Skriftlige-sporsmal-og-svar/Skriftlig-sporsmal/?qid=49558

11.03.2014: Naeringsminister Monica Maeland til Stottekomiteen:
«Norske myndigheter frarader engasjement i ekonomisk virksomhet i
Vest-Sahara i henhold til Folkeretten.» http://vest-sahara.no/alx2076

18.03.2014: Statssekreteer Bard Glad Pedersen til NRK:

«UDs klare rad er at norsk naeringsliv ikke ber drive virksomhet i
Vest-Sahara. Vi anerkjenner ikke Marokkos anneksjon av dette omréadet.
[.] Dette er det eneste omradet der vi eksplisitt gir rad om & ikke drive
virksomhet» http://radio.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt/npub12014814/18-03-2014
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"NRK Brennpunkt, 03.05.2005, “Diplomatisk Dobbeltmoral”,
http://www.nrk.no/nett-tv/klipp/83487/

2 ibid

*Norwegian Ministry of Finances, 06.06.2005, Company Excluded from the

Government Petroleum Fund, http://www.regjeringen.no/templates/Pressemelding.
aspx?id=256359&epslanguage=EN-GB

“Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Report No. 10 (2008-2009) to the Storting, Corporate
social responsibility in a global economy http://www.regjeringen.no/pages/2203320/PDFS/
STM200820090010000EN_PDFS pdf

5 Letter from CEO of GC Rieber Qils to the Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara,
22.12.2010

& GC Rieber 0ils, 14.04.2010, GC Rieber Qils innstiller handel med Vest-Sahara, http://archive.is/
ZAoq.

NRK.no, 14.04.2010, Rieber stanser import av fiskeolje,
http://www.nrk.no/verden/rieber-stanser-import-av-fiskeolje-1.7079791

8 Letter from GC Rieber to The Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara on
22.12.2010, following requests from the Support Committee on 21.04.2010, 10.08.2010 and
15.12.2010. http://vest-sahara.no/alllx1623

o Letter from NSCWS to GC Rieber, 21.04.2010, http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/dated/2010-05-14/
skvs-rieber 21.04.2010.pdf

1% Future in our hands, 03.06.2008, Telenor Lets Supplier in from the Cold, http://www.
framtiden.no/english/supplychain/telenor-lets-supplier-in-from-the-cold.html

Requests regarding name of suppliers were sent from the Norwegian Support Committee
for Western Sahara to GC Rieber on 21.04.2010, 12.08.2010 and 16.12.2010. http://vest-sahara.no/
files/dated/2010-05-14/skvs-rieber 21.04.2010.pdf

2. Future in our hands, 07.12.2006, Fortsatt Omega 3-import fra Vest-Sahara, http://www.
framtiden.no/200612075165/aktuelt/bedrifters-samfunnsansvar/fortsatt-omega-3-import-fra-vest-
sahara.html

13.Bergens Tidende, 05.05.2013, "- Riktig av oss a bli i Vest-Sahara”,

http://www bt.no/nyheter/okonomi/--Riktig-av-0ss-a-bli-i-Vest-Sahara-1776078 htmi#.
UmZToRAY37M

" ibid

15-Ukeavisen Ledelse, 02.03.2012, "Jonas Gahr stere saret Rieber mest"

16-Bergens Tidende, 30.04.2004, « Stolte pa Rieber Qils ».
http://www.vest-sahara.no/files/dated/2010-06-03/bt_30.04.2010.pdf

Le Nouvel Economiste, Dossier International, Maroc: Le nouvel élan d’Agadir, 19-25.03.2009,
http://www lenouveleconomiste fr/JV/JVLNEI468/Maroc.pdf

18 Future in our hands, 07.12.2006, Fortsatt Omega 3-import fra Vest-Sahara,

http://www framtiden.no/200612075165/aktuelt/bedrifters-samfunnsansvar/fortsatt-omega-3-
import-fra-vest-sahara.html

1*-Future in our hands, 07.12.2006, Fortsatt Omega 3-import fra Vest-Sahara, http://www.
framtiden.no/200612075165/aktuelt/bedrifters-samfunnsansvar/fortsatt-omega-3-import-fra-vest-
sahara.html

2| etter from CEO of GC Rieber Oils to EWOS, 12.06.2009.

2-ibid

22-http://www kerix.net/Fiche.asp?NumFirm=MA5005164

- etter from CEO of GC Rieber Qils to the Norwegian Support Committee for Western
Sahara, 22.12.2010

%-Harbour authorities in Skagen, Denmark, confirms the arrival of 19000 tonnes of fish oil on
Nordstraum from El Aaiun.

%-Shipment mentioned in Feedrelandsvennen, 12.09.2012, Brovig-skip i omstridt farvann.
%.The vessel had first announced it would go to El Aaiun, but later redirected to Tan Tan and
Nouadhibou.
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