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STATEMENT OF SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY ON IDS
MEETING WITH KING MOHAMMED VI OF MOROCCO

| welcomed this opportunity to meet with the King. | have great respect for his leadership.
and I wished him well in his important responsibilities, and in maintaining close ties between our
nations.

A particular issue I discussed with the King was the United Nations referendum on the
Western Sahara.

Morocco gained the respect of the international community when it agreed in 1991 and
again in 1997 to allow a referendum on the future of the Western Sahara. These actions
demonstrated an impressive commitment to the right of self-determination for the people of the
Western Sahara.

The referendum is an important part of the peace process, and | hope that it will take
place 8s soon as possible.

-30-



